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Harvard Construction Mitigation
Call Center
617-496-0857
Monday to Friday, 6 AM to 6 PM
For emergencies during non-work hours,
please contact Harvard University Operations Center
617-495-5560

Harvard Development News
(This information was provided by
Harvard University for The Whistler.)

Download The Whistler at www.agassiz.org/Whistler.html

ANC News
Meeting Notes from December 17
ANC Vice-Chair Willie Bloomstein welcomed everyone
and gave residents a brief history of the Agassiz Committee
on the Impacts of Development (ACID), a community
group which has been working with Harvard to understand its North Campus expansion plans for the past year.
Willie explained that after Harvard’s presentation and
Q&A, there would be a chance for the community to meet
privately to discuss what they have learned.
Mary Power, Harvard’s Senior Director of Community
Relations, talked about Harvard’s future plans for development in the North Campus. She said Harvard has worked
to better organize planning in the future and to help make
it an easier and better process for the neighborhood.
Regarding the Law School’s expansion plans (along
Mass Ave/Bence site), Harvard is still at extremely early
stages of that planning, and has started a feasibility
process. This “feasibility study” will be started by January
2003 and completed next summer.
Regarding the North Campus, Mary Power introduced
Phil Enquist, planner for Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill,
who outlined the “planning framework” encompassing the
entire FAS North Campus area. Phil walked residents
through the community requests made when he and other
met with ACID representatives on 11/15. These requests
included: increase open space, balance neighborhood values with campus growth, mitigate traffic/parking impacts,
and don’t create something so overpowering like the new
Continued on page 2

North Science Building Design Group
Harvard is beginning a collaborative design process
for the North Science Building that will complete the
Hammond edge consistent with guidelines that were
developed in conjunction with Agassiz neighbors.
Neighbors who are interested can participate in the
process led by Harvard and architect Craig Hartman of
the firm Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. A design working group is being formed. In addition to meeting with
the working group, Harvard will bring the design process
to the Agassiz Neighborhood Council so the entire
neighborhood can participate. Design working group
meetings will begin in February and continue through
the spring. If you are interested in joining the working
group, please contact Michelle Kang at the Harvard
Office of Community Affairs at (617) 495 4955.
Continued on page 2

Next ANC Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, January 21
7:30 p.m.
Baldwin School Dining Hall - 28 Sacramento Street
Oxford Street Entrance - press buzzer for entry

Agenda:

Harvard Development Issues - See articles above.

READERS PLEASENOTE
The first four pages of this edition ofThe Whistler are devoted to Harvard University development. Find out
about upcoming construction and the community processes in place. Get involved ! Come to the January 21
meeting or contact the committee at acid@agassiz.org or (617) 349-6287x23.
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Harvard Development continued from page 1

ANC news continued from page 1

Biological Research Infrastructure Building

data center building at 60 Oxford. Phil said that in the
North Campus area, there would be about 500,000 square
feet of new building space (separate from the 750-car
underground garage now under construction), 50% above
ground and about 50% below ground. This does NOT
include proposed development in the Law School area.
All told, Harvard will add more than 1 million new
square feet of institutional space with its North Campus
and Law School expansion.
The main point of entry into the re-developed FAS
North Campus will be Everett Street, off of Oxford Street
and the hope is to extend Divinity Ave to create a second
way in and out of the site for cars and delivery trucks.
Phil talked about a new Science Yard to be designed as a
large public space and said that because so much of the
building will be underground, the above-ground buildings
can be smaller.
Phil then introduced Craig Hartman of Skidmore,
Owings, and Merrill, the architect for the North Sciences
building (along the Hammond Street edge) and the West
Sciences building (next to the museum complex). Craig
said he hopes to keep the design in its simplest form, with
lots of natural light and the least amount of impact. He
was delighted to hear that there was interest in making
the Hammond Street edge an attractive area that visually
invites the community into the campus.
Carrie Byles, Project Manager, Skidmore, Owings, and
Merrill in Chicago, introduced the framework they are
thinking would be effective in engaging the community.
She suggested a series of meetings in the next several
months and the creation of a new Agassiz Design
Working Group – a group of community residents actively
engaged in the design process, working directly with
Harvard and its architects.
In the Q&A session, Mary Power confirmed that
Harvard’s FAS and Law School plans are based on
Harvard’s immediate programmatic needs, regardless of
the university’s future (longer-range) plans for other areas
like Allston or Watertown.
After the Q&A, all Harvard University officials left the
room for the remainder of the night, and Willie
Bloomstein led the group in a private community-only
information session on ACID’s status and recommenda tions.
He explained to residents that ACID feels it is time as
a community to make a decision on how to proceed.
There are two choices: (1) move forward with the ACID
“Wish List” (a document passed around at the meeting)
which captures the hopes and goals of the neighborhood,
or (2) go forward with the idea of a moratorium on building permits, which would delay Harvard’s entire development plan. Willie said that it was the consensus of the
ACID group that a moratorium would not in the best
long-term interests of the community at this time,

Harvard University is developing plans to improve its
existing biological research facility by creating a new
underground biological research space to be located
below the courtyard of the existing Biological
Laboratories. The Biological Research Infrastructure building (BRI) will provide laboratory space for biological and
medical research to advance understanding of how animals develop, function and combat disease that provides
a foundation for improving the health and well-being of
humans as well as other animals. Plans for this facility
will be discussed with the neighborhood this winter.

Construction Fence
Neighbors have raised questions concerns about the
appearance of about the twenty foot wood fence that is
being installed to mitigate noise and dust associated with
construction of the underground garage. Landscaping
including 60 trees will be planted in the spring. A meeting with neighbors to discuss the fence and landscaping
plans will be held in January. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Michelle Kang at the Office of
Community Affairs at (617) 495 4955.

Sixty Oxford Street Construction
The building under construction at the corner of
Hammond and Oxford Streets is nearing completion.
A website provides information on construction. See it
at: <http://www.sixtyoxford.harvard.edu/>.

Fred Meyer, Realtor
83 Hammond Street
617-876-1200
Owner, University Real Estate,
overlooking Harvard Square.
Past President, MA Assoc. of Realtors.
Licensed real estate appraiser.
See all available homes now on
www.agassizhomes.com
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although it could always be used at a later date if Harvard
was not negotiating in good faith or delivering genuine benefits to the community.
He posed the bottom-line question for the evening —
Does ACID have the support of the community to progress
with discussions with Harvard University to try to obtain the
items on the Wish List?
After discussing various comments and suggestions from
community members, a vote was taken of the 45 residents
present at the meeting. It was passed 45 to 0 in favor of
ACID progressing in talks with Harvard based on the Wish
List handed out. The vote included the community’s desire to
meet again in January to finalize the Wish List, as there was
no time left to discuss it item by item. It was agreed this discussion would take place at the next ANC monthly meeting
in January.

12/17 /02 ACID Wish List Summar y
(approved by the community)

Please send your comments to: ACID@AGASSIZ.ORG
Construction mitigation. All mitigation measures already in
place for underground garage should expand as required
(no construction trucks north of Everett St., mitigation teams,
etc.). Neighborhood is facing simultaneous impacts from
North Campus development, City sewer work, Beacon Street
reconstruction (about to begin), and Lesley (expansion about
to begin?)
Traffic/parking study. A comprehensive traffic/parking study
should be done to assess long-term cumulative impacts on
traffic flow and parking. This study must reflect the totality
of Harvard’s build-out (largest-case scenario) of its North
Campus and Mass Ave/Everett/Law School plans.
Put community needs and impacts first. Rather than designing from a campus perspective, design from the perspective
of the neighboring community. Use our neighborhood as the
reference point for the existing physical space. This
approach might include burying utility lines along
Hammond.
Minimize height of new buildings behind the 100-foot
Hammond St. edge . The new Data Center is 60 feet plus

another 10 feet for mechanicals, and it overwhelms the
neighborhood. What about a maximum height of 50 feet
for all new buildings (behind the edge) including
mechanicals on the roofs? In addition, all mechanical
venting should be directed towards Harvard, not the
neighborhood.
Divinity Ave should become a permanent second
entrance/exit into the garage. Harvard already agreed to
this in principle during discussions over the summer.
There MUST be a second way in/out of the garage to help
divert traffic from Oxford.
No delivery trucks north of Everett once buildings are
occupied. All delivery trucks should flow in/out of site on
Divinity, with nothing north of Everett on Oxford. If this
requires a re-build of the Divinity/Kirkland intersection, it
should be funded by Harvard.
No additional parking spaces added or relocated to the
North Campus from Har vard’s parking pool. Harvard has
already agreed to this during discussions over the summer. Harvard must hold to its pledge.
Hazardous materials. We don’t know what Harvard has
planned in terms of chemicals, lab work, potential hazards, etc. City public safety staff must get involved in
how these materials are brought into and taken out of
the area.
Retail on Mass Ave. Shops along Mass Ave encourage
foot traffic and help make Agassiz one of the City’s safest
neighborhoods. Small retail space should be encouraged.
Harvard should subsidize rents as necessary.
Pedestrian safety throughout interior of North Campus.
We recommend open walkways where all pedestrians can
feel safe. Harvard should install lots of lighting and emergency communications kiosks.
Downsize. Harvard should consider a development plan
that entails less density and less impacts, thereby ensuring a higher overall quality of life. We are asking
Harvard to consider downsizing its proposed build-out
and reduce its institutional square footage.
Preserve the Peabody museums. They are a Cambridge
landmark and legacy that serve a population far greater
than the Agassiz neighborhood.
Optimize open/green space inside the North Campus.
Create an inviting open space in a single large dedicated
area inside the campus - a genuine green space that can
be used by the community. Don’t locate the larger open
space on the Hammond edge, but deeper inside the campus.
Trees and Landscaping. Harvard could plant trees surrounding the site and in the surrounding neighborhood,
creating a green blanket maintained by Harvard.
Create an endowment for the Agassiz neighborhood.
Harvard could create a $1 million endowment for the
non-profit Agassiz Neighborhood Council. It could be
used to help fund non revenue-generating activities
which are vital to ANC but draining its budget, such as
afterschool programs and scholarships, community out-
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reach such as publication of the Whistler, and building
maintenance for 20 Sacramento Street.
Trust for Open Space. Harvard could set up a new “Trust
for Open Space” and then fund it to the tune of $10-$20
million. This would be an offset payment for the increased
density and development posed by the Harvard’s 15-year
North Campus development cycle. The money would be
used to buy land as it becomes available in Cambridge
and convert it to green/open space that will benefit everyone in the City. The money would be earmarked for citywide land purchase and beautification only.

Lesley University
No Update Yet on Development
The ANC has been advised that Lesley does not yet
have any information to share with the neighborhood
regarding their current planning in Porter Square and on
the Mellen St. campus. Lesley representatives will attend a
council meeting when ready.
For information or to be involved in the Lesley
Agassiz working group, contact Jonathan McMullen at
jmcmullen@agassiz.org or (617)349-6287 x23.

Porter Square Plan
A new Porter Square committee has been formed, and a
plans are taking shape to redesign Porter Square. See a left
hand turn plan below (courtesy of Porter Square Neighbors
Association). The committee will meet again on January
30. For more information, contact Jonathan McMullen at
jmcmullen@agassiz.org or (617) 349-6287.

CRIME WATCH
Early in December an intruder ripped open a screen and
entered a kitchen window on Martin St. Luckily there
was an alarm and the intruder left empty handed.

Thank You

to Joie de Vivre
for the generous donation to our
Annual Kids Sale
Town Gown Presentation
Town Gown reports are submitted annually by
Cambridge’s educational institutions. The reports include
information about student, staff and faculty populations,
parking and transportation, and current and future
development plans.
Cambridge residents are invited to attend the following Tuesday night presentations to the Planning Board at
7:30 p.m. in the Cambridge Senior Center,
806 Mass. Ave.
January 7 Harvard University
January 21 Cambridge College & Lesley University
February 4 Massachusetts Institute of Technology
For more information, contact Cliff Cook, (617) 3494656 or go to the website:
www.ci.cambridge.ma.us/~CDD/commonplan/
towngown/index.html
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Agassiz Community
School Programs
Agassiz Afterschool
Contact Julia Garcia, at jgarcia@agassiz.org or (617) 3496287 for information on after school and summer programs for K-8th grade students

Sacramento Street Preschool
Contact Diane DiMaina at ddimaina@agassiz.org or 3496287 for information on the preschool program for this
year or the fall.

Baby Groups
Join other parents and their children at Agassiz Baby
Groups located in the basement of Harvard’s North Hall at
the corner of Wendell Street and Mass. Ave.
The groups are coordinated by Emily Winston. Contact
Jonathan McMullen for meeting times or general information: jmcmullen@agassiz.org or (617) 349-6287x23.

YOGA CLASSES
A new Yoga Class will begin in the Baldwin School on
Tuesday evenings from 7:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. taught by
Debra Lazinski from Cambridge Natural Foods. It will
begin on January 7 and run through January 28 as a
drop in at $8 per class. Future sessions will be plan if
interest develops through this series of classes. Contact
Jonathan McMullen at jmcmullen@agassiz.org or (617)
349-6287x23.
Behind the scenes community members carve turkeys
at the Thanksgiving Pot Luck Dinner November 26

Cambridge Public School News
This article was taken from a new website with information and discussion pages for Cambridge residents regarding the Cambridge Public Schools: (http://www.cambridgepublic.us)

Two schools to close 2004;
decision deferred until June 2003
At their December 17, 2002 meeting, the Cambridge
School Committee tabled the superintendent's final plan,
rejected an amendment to it (five-two majority), then voted
six-one to accept a substitution to Mr. Harding's motion:
* To accept the principals' recommendation to
close two schools
* To delay the implementation of such a consolidation until the start of the 2004 school year
* To meet in the next two to three weeks to agree
the process
* To hold public hearings in May 2003
* To vote in June 2003 on a revised consolidation
plan
At this point, no schools have been named for either
closure, merger, or relocation.
Learn more about the Cambridge schools ongoing consolidation plans and join the discussion at this new website.
More information and reports can be found at the
Cambridge Civic Journal website: http://www.rwinters.com

Baldwin Public School
formerly Agassiz School

Principal Sear ch to Begin
The search for a new principal for the Baldwin
School is scheduled to begin soon. Mary Eirich is
currently acting principal, replacing previous principal Sybil Knight, who became principal of the
Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School.
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Cultural Happenings - Call (617) 349-6287 for information
Sacramento Street Gallery
January 2 – 31, 2003

“Human”
painting and sculpture by

Jane Sherrill
The Sacramento St Gallery is proud to present a show
of sculpture and painting by Jane Sherrill. The artist says:
“I began a series of paintings of empty hands held out—
focusing on the hollow of the palms — trying to create
that sense of empty openness, the hollowness/emptiness
which is at the end and the beginning, the nothingness
where creation begins. In the process of painting hands, I
became intrigued by flesh, its softness and vulnerability
and how it drapes and sags. The human hand is an image
I always return to. It is the one part of the body that is
capable of standing for the whole. In working on the hand
I am trying to express what it is like to be human — that
smallness that holds within it the possibility of reaching
far.”
The resulting artwork has an extraordinary beauty
and makes up an exquisite show of unusual and lively
pieces that must be seen.

Maud Morgan Visual
Arts Center
Support the Art Center
BUYAN ENGRAVED BRICKFOR $250
You will have three lines of 16 characters each for your name,
or to remember or honor another.
Contact Jonathan McMullen
at (617) 349-6287 or jmcmullen@agassiz.or g
for more information or a brochure.

Art Center Special Permit Hearing
The hearing to reissue a special permit for the
Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center, requested from
the Board of Zoning Appeals, originally scheduled
for December 12, was continued at the request of
the ANC. This was done to provide more time for
discussion with Sacramento Street residents.
The hearing has been rescheduled for
February 13 at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center at 806
Mass. Ave. across from City Hall. Contact
Jonathan McMullen at (617) 349-6287 or jmcmullen@agassiz.org for more information.
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Other Local Cultural Events and Programs
Longy School of Music for Januar y

Sanders Theater for Januar y

Thursday, January 30, 2003 at 8:00 pm
Pickman Concert Hall, 27 Garden St. Cambridge
LONGY ENSEMBLE - Admission is free
Longy Chamber Winds; Frank Battisti, conductor
ARTHUR BIRD: Serenade for Winds, THOMAS STONE:
Carnevale - Eight Miniature Classics;
ANTONIN DVORÁK: Serenade for Winds; MOZART:
Serenade No. 11, K. 375
From the FAMILY SERIES that offers affordable,
yet engaging performances, designed to introduce
families to the world of music:
Sunday, February 2, 2003 at 2:00 pm
Pickman Concert Hall, 27 Garden St, Cambridge
The Tailor of Gloucester & Alice in Wonderland - the
charming Beatrix Potter story of The Tailor of
Gloucester set to music by Robert Sirota, and scenes
from Robert Chaul's Alice in Wonderland.
Admission: $5 Suitable for ages 5 and up

45 Quincy Street, Cambridge. Call the Box Office for
Tickets 617.496.2222 - Seating

Harvard Museum of Natural Histor y
On January 14, there will be a lecture and book
signing: Conservation Innovation in America: Past,
Present and Future with James Levitt. This is cosponsored by Mass Audubon Society and Quebec Labrador
Foundation.
Since the earlier days of our nation, new communications and transportation networks have enabled
vast changes in how and where Americans live and
work. These new networks have been associated with
disruptive impacts on the landscape at the same time
that they have offered considerable social and economic benefits. In his new book, Conservation in the
internet Age, Kennedy School of Government Fellow
James Levitt explores the impacts of new technologies
on open space and biodiversity, and how rapid
changes in the Internet Age may offer excellent context for landmark conservation initiatives.
This lecture is free and open to the public. It will
be held in Geological Lecture Hall, 24 Oxford Street.

Sunday, Jan, 12 at 3:00 PM: Pro Arte’s Best
Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra
Sunday, Jan, 12 at 7:30 PM: Boston Chamber Music
Society Chopin, Kim & Schumann
Wednesday, Jan 15 at 7:30 PM: Les Percussions
de Guinee - World Music
Saturday, Jan 18 at 3:00 PM: GBYSO presents Mozart
Greater Boston Chinese Cultural Assoc.

Sunday, Jan 19 at 5:00 PM: Joyful NoiseGospel, Cambridge Multicultural Center
(See ad below for Jan 18 event.)
Thursday, Jan, 30 at 8:00 PM: All Beethoven Concert
Boston Landmarks Orchestra - Charles Ansbacher,
Friday, Jan, 31 at 8:00 PM: Ladysmith Black Mambazo World Music

Porter Square Seeks Craftspeople and Artisans
The Marketplace at Porter Square Shopping Center will
have space available this year for artisans and craftspeople
to market their wares in a highly visible, highly trafficked
area with start up business support and a cooperative
atmosphere.
If you are interested in more information on this
opportunity, contact Mary Lotatosky at Gravestar (617)
492-4118 or market@gravestar.com

Community Calendar January 2003
Weekdays to January 31

9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. “Human”: sculpture and painting by Jane Sherrill
Sacramento Street Gallery, 20 Sacramento Street
(See page 6 for details)

January 7, Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

Yoga Classes begin. (See Page 5 for details.)
Baldwin School Ensemble Room
Debra Lazinski, teacher

January 19, Sunday

5:00 p.m.

Joyful Noise Gospel Concert
Sanders Theater, 45 Quincy Street
(See page 7 for details.)

January 20, Monday

Martin Luther King Day - Schools Closed

January 21, Tuesday

6:00 p.m.

ANC Board Meeting - Public Welcome
20 Sacramento Street, 2nd Floor

January 21, Tuesday

7:30p .m.

ANC Monthly Meeting (See page 1 for details.)
Baldwin (formerly Agassiz) School Dining Hall
28 Sacramento Street, use Oxford Street entrance

The Whistler is published monthly September - June by the Agassiz Neighborhood Council,
distribution 2,000. Call (617) 349-6287 to be on the mailing list. Items of interest
to the neighborhood may be submitted for consideration to address below
,
no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication date.
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(617) 349-6287 Fax and Hot Line (617)497-4388
www.agassiz.org email: whistler@agassiz.org
DO NOT FORWARD
Be A Good Neighbor - Shovel Your Walk
Keep your sidewalks clear of snow and ice. If you
go out of town, be sure someone will take care of your
sidewalk.
Use ice melter with calcium chloride (CaCl2) or
potassium chloride (KCl). Avoid rock salt-(it kills
plants and trees) and sand (it doesn’t work on hard
ice and clogs storm drains).

Call the Hotline
Dial (617) 349-4903 and report unshoveled walks
or icy sidewalks to the DPW 24 hours a day.
Be sure to have the exact address when you call.

It’s The Law
There is a $25 per day fine for violations of the
clearance ordinances.

