The Whistler

October 2001

Newsletter of the Agassiz Neighborhood Council
NYC TERRORIST ATTACK touches the Agassiz
neighborhood with the loss of a neighbor
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❖ ANC News ❖
Notes from the September 25 ANC Meeting
Construction at 60 Oxford St. (Hammond corner)
Notes Courtesy of Jonathan McMullen
Chairperson, Joan Squeri, introduced Travis McCready
of Harvard’s Office of Community Affairs. He presented contractors Kevin Walsh, Construction Superintendent, Tony
Severo, Project Manager and Brian Sweeney, Underground
Engineering Consultant. He said that this meeting could be a
forum to resolve the problems that have been created during
the construction of the building at 60 Oxford Street. It will
house university information systems.
Construction Timeline and Information:
The project started in late May with clearing the site. A
fence was installed around the project, and a retention system
was set up to keep the dirt out of the excavated area while
work was going on. A concrete wall was all was completed by
late August. Work will continue on the foundation through
October.
Early work was very noisy due in part to the removal
of foundation pieces, but now the removal is only dirt and less
noise is expected. The only noise being made from the site
should be the machines/engines themselves, and 30% of this
is complete. The removal should be completed by October 8th.
The concrete foundation should be put in beginning Mid
October through Mid December. Then the steel will be placed,
ground level, up, starting the beginning of December.
In Mid February the building will be enclosed, and 2inch thick limestone panels will be placed in May. Once that
work is done, all construction work will move inside. From May
through October 2002 work will be done on the floors, HVAC,
and electrical systems. Noise should then be controlled
because the four floors of the new building surrounding it
should soften the sound.

The ANC extends its deepest sympathy to the
family, friends and neighbors of John Jenkins
who lived on Crescent Street and died as a plane
passenger in the tragic attack on the World Trade
Center on September 11, 2001.
In the fall of 2002 site work will include: brick
sidewalks, planting, and resetting of curbs. With a few
exceptions for sidewalks and connections, there should be
no disruption of traffic or pedestrians on Oxford Street.
Neighborhood Concern:
There are many trucks going through the neighborhood starting at 6 a.m. (Trucks should start going through
the neighborhood at 7 a.m.) When leaving the site, trucks
should be going onto Oxford, and then down Wendell.
They should come in on Everett St. They should not be
going down Oxford from Porter Square.(If there are continuous trucks going down the wrong way, neighbors should
contact Travis at 617 495-4955.)
Empty trucks leaving the site “barrel” down the road
fast and loud, and they idle their motors. Residents would
like them to be respectful of the residential area, and they
will be asked to do so.
Concerns were raised about contaminants in the soil.
There was some concern about a rumored mercury spill,
but contractors said there had been none. The soil has

Agassiz Neighborhood Council
Next Monthly Meeting
Tuesda y, October 16
7:30 p.m.
Agassiz School Dining Hall
28 Sacramento Street Entrance
Agenda:
Sewer Construction Wrap Up for Agassiz neighborhood
with timeline for finishing paving and sidewalks. Future
work on Beacon Street, Magnolia Ave and Myrtle Ave
drainage improvements will be reviewed.
NOTE: Look for a notice regarding a special meeting in
early November with Harvard to begin a planning
process with the community for construction around the
Hammond/Harvard edge.
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been tested for over 100 chemicals, and no gross amount of
mercury was found. All soil is regularly tested and disposed
of according to regulations. They have found that only the
top two feet of dirt had any suspect material in them. These
materials were distributed through the ground and were not
found in any specific location.
Travis said that there is a bulletin board on the outside
of the white fence, and it now has notices for all construction changes. The D.P.W. has a “D.P.W. Contractor
Coordinator Meeting” every Monday at 9:00 a.m. that Travis
thinks might be a good idea for a neighborhood representative to attend with a list of issues, rather than have individual problems raised.
Vibrations:
Machinery has charted the vibrations and all of the
construction so far was recorded lower than the safe limit.
This is not to say that residents don’t feel vibrations, but
the level is safe for buildings. The usual order of vibration
damage is: first cracks appear in plaster and sheet rock,
next doors begin to stick, and after that, walls become unlevel.
A resident expressed concern that damage is occurring in the higher floors of her apartment nearby. She
requested that Harvard place an instrument in her home to
measure vibrations. The contractors are reluctant to do this
in residences, since things other than the construction
sound could be recorded.
Heavy equipment on site will consist primarily of excavators and heavy trucks. At peak approximately 40 trucks
per day will be entering and exiting the site.
Questions and concerns should be registered with
Travis McCready at 617 495-4955.

❖ Neighborhood News

❖

Agassiz Study Group
The Agassiz Study Group, appointed by the City Manager
and supported by Venita Mathias from Cambridge
Community Development Department, is currently working
on recommendations for the neighborhood. We expect them
to be ready soon, and that information will be reported in
an upcoming edition of The Whistler.

Side walk Voter R egistr ation
The Cambridge Election Commission announces that
sidewalk voter registration sessions will be held every
Saturday in September, beginning Sept. 8, from 11 a.m. 2:00 p.m., at the following locations: Central Plaza (corner
of Mass. Ave. and Prospect St. in Central Square); in front
of the Body Shop store (Mass. Ave. and Church St. in
Harvard Square); and in front of CVS at Porter Square
Shopping Center. Cambridge residents who are US citizens
and will be age 18 by Nov. 6 are eligible to register. Voter
registration forms can also be obtained from the Election
Commission at 51 Inman St. The deadline to register is
Oct. 17. For information, call 617 349-4361.

Sewer Construction
The ANC reprints below an article from The Howl a newslet ter for the wider Howland Street area courtesy of its author
Richard Griffin.Other points of view are always welcome.
On a recent early morning encounter at a local store,
we ran into one of the foremen directing the seemingly
everlasting public works project in the neighborhood.
Like everyone else on the project, he showed himself
thoroughly sympathetic to what we have had to endure
for so long. He understood our malaise and regretted
that we have had so much upheaval.
These sentiments did not surprise us: early on, we
recognized that to a person the people working on our
neighborhood Big Dig are the nicest guys (only one
woman have we seen) that you could imagine. They
have made it awfully difficult to hate them, despite the
destruction they continue to wreak on us. Some hot
shot in public relations must have done an awfully
good job with them beforehand.

SEWER CONSTRUCTION - CONTACTS
Chief Resident Engineer Ray Elie
Community Relations
Judy Kavanagh

354-8216
498-4710

Block Captains:
Helen Lambert
Chantal Fujiwara
Kate Frank
Amy Barad

661-0690
661-6488
547-5174
492-6640

Sacramento St.
Museum St.
Crescent St.
Eustis St.

DPW 24 hour emergency service 349-4860
Check bulletin boards or DPW Web Site for updates:
http://www.ci.cambridge.ma.us/~TheWorks/
For Gas Emergencies call NSTAR at1-800 572-9337
For Electric Emergencies call NStar at 1-800 592-2000

-3-

THE W HISTLER - O CTOBER 2001
That part of the conversation did not surprise us. What
did astonish us was the foreman’s confession that just
about everything that could go wrong actually did go
wrong. He said that Murphy’s Law has been operating
classically on this project.
Time did not allow him to specify the mishaps (we probably would not have understood the technical errors anyway) but they clearly have been enough to have delayed
completion of the project till long after the previously
announced deadline.
The foreman concluded by assuring us that by the end
of July we will see a transformed landscape. Most of the
difficult work will have been completed, he said, and our
streets will be blacktopped once more, albeit with only
temporary surfaces.
Sadly, we ourselves have resigned from the club of true
believers. When people ask us about the date of the entire
project’s completion, including the restoration of sidewalks,
trees, and other neighborhood amenities, we now answer
“Thanksgiving.” But we do not specify what year.

❖ Harvard Uni versity ❖
This report (courtesy of Helen Lambert) covers the last of
three meetings this summer on the proposed underground
parking garage near the Hammond/Harvard edge.

On August 28, Travis McCready, Harvard’s Director of
Community Relations, hosted a third meeting on Harvard’s
proposed underground parking garage. About 25 neighborhood residents attended and asked questions. The proposed
garage will be to the rear of the building now going up at 60
Oxford Street, and will accommodate 700 cars. Garage
construction may begin in early ’02, although the necessary
City permits have not yet been obtained. Vehicular access
to the garage (and its construction site) will be via 38
Oxford Street (where the booth is).
Michael Ratliffe of RWDI reported on the air quality
aspects of the proposed garage. Based on the projected
occupancy and turnover of the garage, he found that peak
carbon monoxide levels at the point of the garage exhaust
(5 ppm) would be well below the health standard of 9 ppm
(for comparison, the background in Kenmore Square is 3.6
ppm.) The garage fans will be designed for 6 air changes
Household Hazardous Waste Day Sept. 15
The Department of Public Works (DPW) will be sponsoring per hour, and will be activated by CO sensors.
Doug Bell of Cavanaugh Tocci, addressed sound analya Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Day on Saturday, Sept.
sis.
The
main night-time noise from the garage and the new
15. The drop off area for hazardous waste is located in the
60 Oxford St. building will be the ventilation systems. This
back yard of the Concord Avenue Armory (450 Concord
Avenue). For a list of what items can or cannot be bought, visit will be less than 30 dB (the City allows 50 dB at the property line at night). A number of residents expressed conthe DPW web page:
cern about the noise of construction, both of the 60 Oxford
http://www.ci.cambridge.ma.us/~TheWorks/hazwaste.html.
St. site, and of the proposed garage. Added to the neighor call 617 349-4815. For recorded information call 617 3494005.

❖ City Wide ❖

❖ Lesley Uni versity ❖
Lesley Moves Bus Stop
In response to neighborhood concerns, Lesley has moved
the bus shuttle stop to the other side of Mellen Street to coincide with the start of the new school year.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
KEEP

OUR SIDEWALKS CLEAR

Prune bushes and trees and keep
pedestrians safe and on the
sidewalks, not in the streets.
Please remove these obstructions
from your sidewalks.
This is especially important during
the current sewer construction.
THANK YOU !
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borhood’s sewer construction and the new Harvard Divinity
School building, the area is enduring quite a lot.
Black of TAMS gave an update on the traffic patterns associated with the proposed garage. His detailed studies of current
traffic patterns indicate that the garage will generate at most a 35% increase in vehicular traffic on Everett, Wendell and Oxford
Streets. Travis McCready said that Harvard can continue to
accommodate snow parking for neighborhood residents in the
new garage.
Jim Batchelor of Arrowstreet Architects and Bill Madden of
Van Valkenburg Associates described the interim landscaping
plan for the site. There will need to be a 10-foot fence along the
Hammond Street sidewalk during construction, so the present
landscaping will have to be removed, and replaced with red pine,
dogwood, butterfly bush and winterberry. It was unclear what
will happen to the pine trees at the intersection of Gorham and
Hammond Streets. Permanent landscaping for the rest of the
site will not be installed until Harvard determines what buildings
will go eventually on top of the underground garage. Palfrey
House will definitely be relocated to a spot between the new 60
Oxford St. building and the garage, and there will be a walkway
entrance from Hammond Street, passing by Palfrey and the new
garage access.
There were questions about vibration damage to adjacent
buildings during construction, and about groundwater levels.
These had been addressed at a previous meeting by Mark Haley
of Haley and Aldrich, and will be covered again at a later meeting. One resident inquired why the 15-foot setback from the
street required by zoning did not apply to the garage; the answer
was that setbacks only apply at the surface; for underground
construction, the property line is the limit. Questions were also
raised about disposal of (possibly) radioactive materials from the
former Electron Accelerator facility; a handout was available covering the radiation testing programs now underway for the
garage site and also for 60 Oxford St.
Harvard is planning a community meeting in early November
for the Agassiz neighborhood to discuss a process for participation in the planning that Harvard is about to begin. Check with
Travis McCready at 617 495-4955 and in the November edition
of The Whistler.

Cambridge Town Meeting Association
Invites everyone to a

Candidates Night Forum
Come out and Meet your
Elected City Councillors and
Candidates for City Council

Tuesday October 16, 2001
Elected School Committee Members and
Candidates for School Committee

Thursday October 18, 2001
Both sessions

Senior Citizen Center, 806 Mass. Ave.
(across from City Hall)
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
For information call 497-6660

Terry DeLancey is presented with a Resolution
from the Commonwealth by State
Representative Alice Wolf

-5-

THE WHISTLER - O CTOBER 2001

Agassiz Community
School Programs
FALL AFTERSCHOOL
Children in grades K-5 can join us at the afterschool where
they will find activities that range from drama to sewing to
dance to international cooking! For middle school students
in grades 6-8, there is an intensive class each day. There are
limited spaces for children in the afterschool each day.
Children can attend a few days per week or full time.
Vacations weeks are available, and there is a professional
performance for children in dance, drama, or music every
early release day. Please call Jenna Webster, Administrative
Director, at 349-6287x19 to visit or for more information on
availability and a listing of daily activities.

SACRAMENTO STREET PRESCHOOL
The preschool is a program that serves children from
ages 2 years nine months through 4 years of age, from 8:30
a.,m. -1:30 p.m. each day. Many time and day options are
avaiable. The fall term is currently full, but future parents
are encouraged to visit the program and meet the Teacher/
Director Diane DiMaina who can discuss the program and
the availability of spaces. Call Diane DiMaina or Jenna
Webster, Administrative Director, at 349-6287 to visit the
program or make an appointment.

Basketball
Teen drop in basketball begins on Tuesday Oct 2nd from 6-9
p.m. at a cost of $1. per session. Adult drop in basketball
begins on Wednesday October 3rd from 6-9:30 p.m. at a cost
of $2, Programs run every Tuesday and Wednesday nights in
the Agassiz School Gym, 28 Sacramento Street entrance.

Computer Classes for Adults
Cambridge Community Television will run several computer classes in the Agassiz School’s computer lab (enter at
28 Sacramento Street) this fall on Tuesday and Wednesday
nights:
Introduction to Word Processing and
Word Processing Next Steps
Create Your Own Web Page Using HTML
For dates, costs, information or to register, call CCTV at
617 661-6900.

Fred Meyer, Realtor
83 Hammond Street
617-876-1200
Owner, University Real Estate,
Overlooking Harvard Square.
Past President, MAAssoc. of Realtors.
Licensed Real Estate Appraiser.
See all available homes now on
www.cambridgere.com

❖ Agassiz Public School ❖
Walk Your Child to School October 2
On the morning of October 2, 100 Golden Balloons will
be placed throughout the City in places where kids walking
to school or taking the bus can find them. These specially
marked Golden Balloons will have Golden Certificates
attached to them, announcing 100 different prizes. You must
attend school in Cambridge to be eligible to win a prize. Free
breakfast and coffee will be available to all parents and kids
at each of the public schools (whether or not you walk to
school). This project is sponsored by the Cambridge Public
Health Department and the Cambridge Walks Campaign.

Cambridge School Volunteers Seek Help
As the school year begins, Cambridge School Volunteers,
Inc. (CSV), is again seeking volunteers to work in the
Cambridge Public Schools (CPS) from kindergarten through
grade 12. Founded in 1966, CSV is the private, non-profit
agency that recruits, trains, places and provides support services for volunteers in CPS. CSV's volunteers serving as
individual tutors, classroom aides, library assistants, mentors, speakers, and special project leaders, have helped literally thousands of Cambridge students with language arts,
math, science, ESL, and other basic subjects, and with art,
music, computer education and enrichment activities. In
addition, to the CSV's Tutoring Center at the high school,
CSV's Intergenerational Literacy Program, and the
Intergenerational Math Program, CSV manages and staffs
special programs for the Cambridge School Department,
such as the citywide Elementary School After-School
Learning Center Program. Tutors, especially in math and
science, are always needed. Students in the Cambridge
Schools speak over 40 languages and come from over 75
countries. Teaching experience is not required to volunteer.
CSV asks for a "minimal" commitment of 1.5 to 2 hours per
week during the school year. Tutor one-on-one once or twice
a week during the school year and participate in a remarkable learning opportunity. Help strengthen Cambridge's
future by calling Cambridge School Volunteers at (617)3496794 or e-mailing:<CSV@cps.ci.cambridge.ma.us> for information or see our web site at <www.CSVInc.org.>

Baby and Toddler Groups Open House October 11
You can join one of our free baby and toddler
groups any time and enjoy a friendly play space with
your child. You’ll have an opportunity to chat with other
parents and make new friends. Everyone from any neighborhood with children from birth through two years nine
months are welcome. Each baby must be accompanied by
a parent or caretaker. Siblings of the appropriate age are
also welcome.
Come to an OPEN HOUSE on Thursday,
October 11 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in North Hall, and
learn more about the various groups and meeting times
available for you and your baby. North Hall is located at
1651 Mass. Ave. at the corner of Wendell Street. Call
Jenna Webster, Administrative Director at 617 3496287x19. Groups are co-ordinated by Emily Winston.
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❖ Cultural Happenings ❖
Roby Fader: New Paintings Cambridge and Cork
Through October 18 Open Weekdays 9-5
at the Sacramento Street Gallery
20 Sacramento Street Cambridge
The Sacramento St Gallery is proud to present a show of oil paintings by
Roby Fader. Mr Fader paints “on sight, under the unstable conditions of
progressing light and atmospheric dissolution, (which) requires a rapid,
fervid approach, resulting in an intuitive, fluid overall feel. This reactive
response in turn, distills what might be a more complex statement into a
more gestured simplicity.”
“It is my aim to retain a balance between the need for controlled
utilization of accumulated skills by expanding a technical vocabulary,
without losing the sense of ferocity and vitality found at the original intent;
an encountered instant.”
Roby Fader lives in Cambridge and West Cork, Ireland.
For more information call 617 349-6287 or 547-1647
Witch Hazel 15” x 20” oil

Introducing Art:
A Performance Series
for Children Presents :

National Marionette Theater’ s

Rip Van Winkle
Wednesda y, October 17
2:00 p.m. Agassiz School Sta ge
28 Sacramento Street Entrance
Admission $1.00
For information call 349-6287

A set from
Rip Van Winkle

Other Local Cultural Events and Programs
CAC Announces Grant Program Information
The Cambridge Arts Council (CAC) is pleased to announce
that applications and guidelines are available for the FY02
Grant Program. The grant application deadline is Monday,
October 15, 2001 at 5:00pm and all applications must be
submitted to CAC on or prior to this time. CAC will lead
grant writing workshops in September and October to assist
individuals and organizations preparing applications for the
FY02 Grant Program.
First time and seasoned applicants are encouraged to
attend these workshops to learn more about the Grant
Program, grant writing tools and resources and to network
with fellow artists and arts administrators in Cambridge. For
more information about the CAC Grant Program, contact the
Arts Council, 349-4385, or visit the CAC website:
http://www.ci.cambridge.ma.us/~CAC.

Central Square's Heyday Retold by Storytellers
Do you remember vaudeville and the bouncing ball at
Gordon's Theatre? Did you shop in Corcoran's and Harvard
Bazar on Thursday nights when people were spilling into the
streets? Did you fight against the Inner Belt to save the
Square? Remember Central Square from the 1920s through
the 1990s with people who lived, worked and shopped in
downtown Cambridge. Many will be featured in the upcoming book "Crossroads: Stories of Central Square, Cambridge,
Massachusetts 1912-2000." Tune into this special radio
show series, which can be heard on CCTV Cable Channel
10, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9:30-10
a.m., September 24-October 17, 2001. This radio program is
sponsored by the Cambridge Historical Commission in collaboration with Dave Bernard, WRCA AM 1330, Cambridge.
If you have any questions, call Sarah Boyer at 349-6171.
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Small Works

/ Cambridge artists support the Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center
Opening Friday October 26 from 5-8 p.m. Sacramento Street Gallery, 20 Sacramento St.

Brenda Star

Ellen Driscoll
Laura Blacklow
Jane Kamine
Andrew Magdanz
Susan Shapiro
John Tagiuri

The Exhibition and Sale will benefit the building fund
The Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center will provide children and practicing artists
throughout Cambridge with arts programs and workspace for painting, drawing,
three-dimensional work, ceramics and printing.
Through November 30 from 9-5 M-F and by appointment.
Call 617 547-1647 or 617 349-6287x17 for more information.

News from the
Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center
There are many exciting activities taking place this fall to
support the proposed new art center. The kick off event pictured here
took place at the home of Marcia and Dan Halperin.It was also sponsored by Clare Walker Leslie.The open house was a chance for Garfield
Street residents to learn more about the Maud Morgan Visual Arts
Center from director Terry DeLancey and architect Dave Chilinski.
Look for a newsletter next month that will provide a fall
update on events and activities of the Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center
or check The Whistlereach month for upcoming events. To be placed on
the mailing list, call Terry DeLancey at 349-6287x17 or email her at
<tdelancey@agassiz.org>.

Above: Peter and Carmel O’Reilly meet their Garfield
neighbors and learn about the arts programs. Peter
is the Managing Director and Carmel is the Artistic
Director of the Súgán Theatre Company, a resident
company performing at the Boston Center for the
Arts that has brought the best in contemporary
Irish and Celtic plays to Boston audiences for the
past nine years.
This year they will present The Lonesome West
(November 1-24) by Martin McDonagh,
Bailegangaire (January 31-February 23) by Tom
Murphy and The Molly Maguires (April 4-20) by Jon
Lipski.
For more information on the performances call
617 497-5134 or visit the website at www.sugan.org

Above: Dave Chilinski, Architect and Nancy Dyer, Garfield St.
resident, discuss plans for the new art center

Community Calendar October 2001
Tuesda y, October 2

Walk Your Child to School Da y

Monda y, October 8

Columbus Day Holida y

Tuesda y, October 16

6:30 p.m.

ANC Monthly Board Meeting (Public Welcome)
20 Sacramento Street

7:30 p.m.

ANC Monthly Council Meeting(See P age 1 for information.)
28 Sacramento Street Entrance

Wednesda y, October 17

2:00 p.m.

Rip Van Winkle from National Marionette Theater
Presented by ANC’s Introducing Art Series for Children
Agassiz School Sta ge, 28 Sacramento Street Entrance
Admission $1 per person, Adults and children welcome

Friday, October 26

5:00-8:00 p.m.

OPENING - SMALL WORK - CAMBRIDGE ARTISTS SUPPOR
THE MAUD MOR GAN VISUAL ARTS CENTER
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE BUILDING FUND
Sacramento Street Gallery, 20 Sacramento St. Cambridg e

Sunday, October 28

Daylight Savings Time Ends - Cloc ks Bac k

Wednesda y, October 31

Hallo ween

For more information and city links go to our w

ebsite at www. a gassiz.or g

The Whistler is published monthly September - June by the Agassiz Neighborhood Council, distribution
2,000. Call 349-6287 to be on the mailing list. Items of interest to the neighborhood may be submitted
for consideration to address below, no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication date.
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