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ANC News
NEIGHBORHOOD CONTINUES DISCUSSION ABOUT
HARVARD EXPANSION at September 24 ANC Meeting
Douglas Varden introduced himself as the new Chairperson
of the Agassiz Neighborhood Council. Next Willie Bloomstein,
A.N.C. Board Member and member of the Agassiz Committee
on the Impact of Development (A.C.I.D.), summarized events
that occurred over the summer. He confirmed that Harvard had
obtained a building permit from the City for the 731-car underground garage in the North Campus. In recent meetings between
A.C.I.D., Harvard, and the City, A.C.I.D. requested that Harvard
not add to the 731 parking spaces in that area of the campus,
and Harvard, in a July 30 letter, confirmed it would not add
incremental spaces. At A.C.I.D.'s request, Harvard agreed to
keep Divinity Avenue open as a potential option for a second
entrance/exit for the garage.
Michelle Kang of Harvard invited all residents to an open
October 3 meeting at Dworkin Hall to discuss construction
mitigation issues associated with the underground garage project.
Harvard's new Construction Mitigation Managers, William A.
Berry & Sons, will be on hand. [See box above right or page
three “Improving Communication” for contact information.]
Michelle said that Berry & Sons are prepared to address
problems immediately, including going out to the site to see the
problems first hand. They have a good history of dealing quickly
with problems as they arise.
Issues like work hours, truck routes, dust mitigation, etc.
were discussed. It was agreed that Harvard would return at the
October 15 A.N.C. meeting to present its construction miti gation plan based on input received from the community at this
meeting and the October 3 meeting.
Sue Clippinger, City Transportation Manager, had suggested
that Everett become a two-way street. Drivers leaving the
Continued on page two

Harvard Construction Mitigation
Call Center
617-496-0857

Monday to Friday, 6 AM to 6 PM
For emergencies during non-work hours,
please contact Harvard University Operations Center
617-495-5560

Agassiz Construction and De velopment

Sewer Update
Beacon Street sewer work is scheduled to begin in January. There
will be a presentation at an ANC meeting prior to that date.

Lesley Update
On September 24, the Lesley Agassiz Planning Group met for
an update on the prog ress of Lesley’s plans for development.
Last spring a needs assessment was presented to the ANC, and
physical plans were expected to be available this fall. Paul Karoff
reported no major prog ress, but agreed to return after the first
of the new year with information. Development under consideration includes the possible rehousing of the Arts Institute of
Boston in Porter Square, and development of land parcels in
Porter Square and on the main campus at Mellen Street.

Harvard Update
(Information in this section was prepared by Harvard University Office of
Community Affairs for the information of Agassiz neighbors.)
60 Oxford Nears Completion
Construction of the University Information Systems building at
60 Oxford Street is nearing completion and will be partially
occupied beginning on November 12. continued on page three

Next ANC Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, October 15
7:30 p.m.

“

Baldwin School Dining Hall - 28 Sacramento Street
Oxford Street Entrance - press buzzer for entr y

Agenda:
Harvard University will provide the neighborhood with an
update on all construction plans and efforts to mitigate the
construction impact on the Agassiz neighborhood.
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garage could go straight on Everett to Mass. Ave instead of
turning right and going north on Oxford. This would reduce
traffic flowing through the neighborhood. Various issues such
as potential loss of parking and impact on Everett neighbors
were discussed.
Joel Bard informed residents that since Harvard is proceeding within established zoning laws, the City is allowing
this project to proceed. It is the residents' responsibility to
work with Harvard to try and downsize what Har vard
intends to build.
Ellen Friedman reminded residents that if they want to
change the size and scope of Harvard's North Campus plans,
they must get involved by joining A.C.I.D., attending meetings, and taking action.

Correction
Last Month The Whistler incorrectly announced the
General Primary on September 17 as the Democratic Primary.
We regret the error and apologize particularly
to our Republican residents for any confusion.

Trolley Square

Located north of Porter Square on Massachusetts Avenue,
Trolley Square has provided a location for the storage and
repair of trackless trolleys since the earliest streetcars came to
Cambridge. The City recently acquired title to a site in Trolley
Square that was previously owned by the MBTA. The future of
this site, located at the intersection of Linear Park,
Massachusetts and Cameron Avenue, is the focus of the Trolley
Square Committee's work.
This group of citizens and business owners, appointed by
the City Manager, began meeting in February 2002 to discuss
Art Center Special Permit Hearing October 24
potential uses and physical configurations for the site. A stipuThe City has ruled that the ANC must receive a special lation in the deed transferring ownership to the City requires
permit for the Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center. ANC origi- any new use to serve a public benefit. The committee will
nally received a permit in 1999, which lapsed after two years. eventually make recommendations to the City Manager for the
The first hearing was held on August 22, and it has been
site that will satisfy the requirements of this public benefit
continued to October 24 at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center
clause while meeting the needs of local residents.
across from City Hall at 806 Mass. Ave. Call Jon McMullen
The Committee invites members of the North Cambridge
at the ANC, 617 349-6287 or email jmcmullen@agassiz.org community to its next meeting to discuss its draft recommendafor more information on the plans, the hearing or the center. tions: Thursday, October 17, 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM, Fitzgerald
School Cafeteria, 70 Rindge Avenue.

Neighborhood News

City Wide
MAIN LIBRARY BUILDING UPDATE
(Next meeting October 16 at 6pm, see end of article for details)
Below you can read excerpts from a website message by Library
Director Susan Flannery at <www.ci.cambridge.ma.us/%
7ECPL/about/director2.html>. Included are complete descriptions of each of four plans for new construction.
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Following a City Council decision to expand and restore
the Main Library Building on Broadway, the City selected
William Rawn Associates and Ann Beha Architects as the
designers for the project. Alan Burne was appointed by the
City Manager to be the Project Director. The Manager advertised for volunteers and selected an 18 member citizen's Design
Advisory Committee (DAC) to work with the architects to
ensure the very best new library for our city.
The DAC met twice during the summer to develop design
objectives for the library building, the site, Cambridge Rindge
and Latin School (CRLS), and parking. Some of their objectives are:
* A place of pride for the City: a place of surprise, a "wow"
building with public art inside and out
* A library that serves Cambridge citizens
* A creative balance between old and new
* A harmonious relationship between the library building and
the park
* Strengthen the relationship between the school and the
library
* Minimize the impact of ramps (for underground parking)
on pedestrian traffic within the park
Two studies commissioned by the library and the final
report of the community-based Library 21 Committee recommended a completed library of approximately 90,000 100,000 square feet. The current main library building is
42,000 square feet.
At the third and most recent fourth DAC meetings and in
response to the committee's recommendations, William Rawn
Associates, Ann Beha Architects, and the landscape design firm
of Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates presented four possible
locations where the expansion could be placed on the current
library site. In each instance, the design team attempted to minimize encroachment on available open space.
In a follow-up meeting and in response to community
inquiries, the architects presented an analysis of the current site
and the identification of paved space vs. green space.
Continued page four

Continued from page one

A community open house is planned for later this year to welcome neighbors to the new building.
Reducing Impact on Stor m Water Runof f
As part of the 60 Oxford Street project, construction of a
storm water detention system is nearing completion. The system includes an underground tank with built in pumps that is
designed to collect the storm water run-off from the 60
Oxford Street and the underground parking garage (the Oxford
Street Parking Facility) and hold it until the municipal storm
drain system is capable of handling it. The tank will hold
approximately 82,000 gallons. Between the natural drainage
measures incorporated into the garage and 60 Oxford Street
and the storm water detention system, the peak burden on the
municipal storm drain system will be reduced.

The Oxford Street Parking Facility
Harvard is now preparing to begin construction of the underground Oxford Street Parking Facility and has met with neighbors regarding construction planning. To reduce the impact of
construction in the neighborhood, a 20-foot tall wood fence
will be built around the perimeter of the garage site. A g reen
border including new trees and shrubs will be planted along the
fence. Harvard will also build a new sidewalk along Hammond
Street to enhance the edge.
Because all truck traffic for the garage construction will be
directed south along Oxford street, Harvard will be stripping
and repaving Oxford Street from Everett Street south to
improve the surface. Work will begin in early October and take
approximately seven days to complete. Two-way traffic will be
maintained to the greatest extent possible during the repaving.

Improving Communication about Construction
Harvard has hired William A. Berry & Son, Inc. to assist
with construction management in the North Yard. They have
set up a call center and are available to respond to any construction concerns that may arise.
Construction Mitigation Call Center
Monday to Friday, 6 AM to 6 PM: 617-496-0857
For emergencies during non-work hours, please contact
Harvard University Operations Center: 617-495-5560
Information about current Harvard projects can also be
obtained on a bulletin board on Hammond Street and through
a new website <www.construction.fas.harvard.edu>.
If you would like more information, please contact
Michelle Kang at the Harvard Office of Community Affairs at
(617) 495-4955.
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There will be a community presentation by William Rawn
Associates and Ann Beha Architects on Wednesday, October 16
from 6:00 - 8:00 at City Hall. This is an excellent opportunity
for Cambridge residents to find out what is happening and to
express their opinions on the siting and massing proposals for
the new main library. Don't miss this very important meeting!
For more information and ongoing updates, please check
the Books and Mortar page on the library's web site:
www.ci.cambridge.ma.us/~CPL . If you don't have a computer
at home, the library provides free Internet access at all its locations. Call ahead to sign up for a reserved time.

Fred Meyer, Realtor
83 Hammond Street
617-876-1200
Owner, University Real Estate,
overlooking Harvard Square.
Past President, MA Assoc. of Realtors.
Licensed real estate appraiser.
See all available homes now on
www.agassizhomes.com

Harvard University

Bicycle/Pedestrian Committees Seek Members

New Welcome Guide

The City of Cambridge is looking for people who enjoy
walking or bicycling to join its pedestrian and bicycle committees. Pedestrians and cyclists of all ages are encouraged to apply.
The committees work on a variety of issues. They review
major development and roadway plans from a pedestrian or
cyclist perspective. They work with city staff on both general
policies and specific projects. Both committees are concerned
with such issues as enforcement of traffic laws, traffic calming,
improving city facilities, public education, and promotion. Both
include citizen members & representatives of city departments.
Committee applicants should be enthusiastic walkers or
cyclists who live in Cambridge, can attend monthly meetings,
and are willing to work on projects. The pedestrian committee
meets on the fourth Thursday of the month from 6:00 to 8:00
p.m. The bicycle committee meets on the second Wednesday
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Both g roups usually meet at the
Cambridge Senior Center on Mass. Ave. in Central Square.
To apply for a two year appointment to either one of the
committees, send a letter by October 11, 2002 describing your
interest in pedestrian or bicycle issues and the kinds of projects
or issues you would like to work on to Robert W. Healy, City
Manager, c/o Rosalie Anders, Environmental and
Transportation Planning, 238 Broadway, Cambridge, MA
02139. For more information, call 617-349-4604.

Harvard has updated its Welcome Guide which provides
information for neighbors regarding the arts, events and special
places at the University. From lectures to athletic events, theatrical productions to museum exhibitions, the guide is
designed to invite the community to enjoy all that Harvard, as
a part of the community, has to offer. To obtain a free copy,
stop by the front desk at the Harvard Events and Information
center at 1350 Mass. Ave in the Holyoke Center.

Announcements
Old Desk A vailable
We have a very old, large wooden office desk that needs a
home. If you want it and are willing to move it, it can be yours.
Call Jonathan at (617) 349-6287/<jmcmullen@agassiz.org>.

Oktoberfest October 6, Sunda y
Visit Oktoberfest from Noon - 6:00 pm on Sunday, October
6; it’s FREE. Brought to you by Harvard Square Business
Association on five square blocks in the heart of Harvard
Square: JFK Street, Brattle Street and Mass. Ave., Church Street
and Charles Square.
This 24th Annual Festival celebrates the Fall Harvest and
the eclectic atmosphere of Harvard Square Oktoberfest features over 200 Harvard Square merchants and vendors of artistic crafts, jewelry, clothing and other gifts from around the
world along with a wide variety of ethnic cuisine and free
entertainment for children and adults.
Oktoberfest bursts with entertainment, including three
stages of live music, children's rides, face painters, balloon
twisters, puppeteers, dance troupes, and Harvard Square's
famous street performers.
In addition to the festival fare of food vendors,
Oktoberfest brings many of Cambridge and Harvard Square's
international restaurants into the streets.
(Rain date Sunday October 13.)
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Agassiz Community School Programs
Agassiz Afterschool
Afterschool has a few remaining spaces on some days. Several
new and exciting special activities, including African Dance
and music activities from Longy, have been added. Contact
Amy King for more information at aking@agassiz.org or call
(617) 349-6287x19.

Sacramento Street Preschool
Some limited space is available in the preschool, a program for
children from two years nine months to four years of age.
Hours are from 8:30-1:30 with various part time options.
Contact Diane DiMaina at ddimaina@agassiz.org or call
(617) 349-6287 for more information.

DON'T TOSS IT IF
AFTERSCHOOL CAN USE IT
The Agassiz Afterschool can use a number of things that
you may no longer need. They must be in good condition, and
you can have a tax deduction if you donate to the Agassiz
Neighborhood Council, Inc, a registered tax-deductible charity
organization. We will provide you with a letter.
Shoe Boxes
Costumes for Dress ups
Scarves
Art Supplies
Sports Equipment for group use
Wood Scraps
KNEX-A construction set: we need more pieces!
Kitchen and cooking supplies
Contact Amy King (aking@agassiz.org) or Julia Garcia
(jgarcia@agassiz.org) or call them at (617) 349-6287 for
more information. Thank you.
Fred Meyer, Realtor
83 Hammond Street
617-876-1200
Owner, University Real Estate,
overlooking Harvard Square.
Past President, MA Assoc. of Realtors.
Licensed real estate appraiser.
See all available homes now on
www.agassizhomes.com

Baby Groups
Join other parents and their children at Agassiz baby groups
located in the basement of Harvard’s North Hall at the corner of Wendell and Mass. Ave. beginning October 8th on
Mondays and Thursdays from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Other
groups may be added, and other events will be planned.
The groups are administered by Emily Winston. Contact
Jon McMullen the ANC for more information,
jmcmullen@agassiz.org or (617) 349-6287x23.

Children’s Clothing Exchange
Parents of babies, toddlers and preschoolers can either
exchange or donate clean, ready to wear clothing that children
have outgrown. Call Sonya at the Children’s Clothing
Exchange, 576-0039, for more information. The Children’s
Clothing Exchange is a program of Solutions at Work, Inc., a
multi service program for individuals and families transitioning out of homelessness

Baldwin Public School
formerly Agassiz School
Call the Parent Liaison
Currently the web site for the Baldwin School is under construction. Call Mark Kelsey, Parent Liaison at the Baldwin
School, and he can give you up to date information on events
and meetings of interest to the Baldwin community.
VOLUNTEER to work at Baldwin or any other school . . .
Volunteers are needed in the Cambridge Public Schools in
kindergarten through grade 12 for two hours a week between
7:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. To help,
call CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS at
(617)349-6794 or e-mail <CSV@cps.ci.cambridge.ma.us>.
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Cultural Happenings - Call 349-6287 for information
Sacramento Street Gallery
October 4 - November 8
A Show of Objects by Fay Chandler
Artist’s Reception: Friday, October 4 from 5 - 8 p.m.
The exhibition features over two dozen of Chandler’s Objects. Often witty and always
charming, these Objects are made from found materials, and given personalities, producing
a whimsical and engaging spectacle. These static Objects are infused with Chandler’s observations about the character and nature of people in such a way that they seem animated,
creating an exploration of the natural relationships that exist between visible forms and the
artists’ abstract mental images.
Chandler, who celebrated her 80th birthday in September, has been featured in over 30
solo exhibitions and in numerous group shows all over the United States. Collections that
hold her work include the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the DeCordova Museum in
Lincoln, the Danforth Museum in Framingham and the Chrysler Museum of Art in
Norfolk, VA. She is the founder of the Art Connection, a non-profit organization that
places original artwork at non-profit institutions in Boston, and through this, her work has
been placed at Rosie’s Place, the Women’s Educational and Industrial Union and the Fenway
Clinic, among others. (At the Boston Center for the Arts on September 14, 2002, the Art
Connection celebrates a double birthday – its 8th anniversary and Chandler’s 80th.)
Proceeds of any sales will benefit the Art Connection and the Maud Morgan Visual Arts
Center Building Fund. At 20 Sacramento Street, Cambridge, Open Weekdays 9-5
Introducing Art: A Performance Series for Children Presents

October 23, Wednesday
the Playground presents
Wilma the Witch
2:00 p.m. Baldwin School Stage, 28 Sacramento St.
In this original script, audience members are asked to help Wilma find her
spell book, create decorations and a costume for Wilma. Admission $1.00.
Contact Amy King at 349-6287 x19 or email <aking@agassiz.org>.
Groups must reserve in advance. All Cambridge after school programs admitted at no charge.

Crescent Street Crafts support art Center
A group of children
on Crescent Street sold
their own hand made
crafts at a sidewalk sale
to benefit the Maud
Morgan Visual Arts
Center this summer.
Thank you to them all!
Are there kids on other
streets who would like
to do the same thing???

Maud Morgan Spirit Awards
Celebrate Visual Arts
The event that honored Mary Flanner y, Kay
Sloan and Clara Wainwright on September 17 at
the Charles Hotel was not only an enormous success
but great fun. With a stirring speech about the
importance of art in life by the former Director of
the Boston Foundation, Anna Faith Jones , and presentations by Jill Herold, Mary Ann Jarvis, Mags
Harries and Bob Hurlbut, the excitement for art was
palpable. Creative energy was supplied by our youth
category winners Miyolene St. Germain and J oey
Saint Germain and the many art students representing 15 metro area art programs as well as the artists
who mentored them.
Also honored were Cambridge Tr ust Compan y,
Gravestar Foundation and Lesley Colle ge for major
gifts received. Nearly $40,000 was raised from the
event, and more than 260 guests enjoyed art cheer
leading by all three of the adult winners and the
hospitality donated by the Charles Hotel . For information contact <maudmorganarts@agassiz.org> or
call (617) 349-6287.
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Other Local Cultural Events and Programs
Dance Complex/536 Mass. A ve.

Culture for Kids At Club Passim

Performances
October 25th, 26th 8:00 pm, "Shared Choreographer's
Concert" For information/reservations call 617-547-9363.
November 23rd at 8:00 pm, and Sunday, November 24th
at 7:00 pm, Keep the Change Faculty Concert.
Free Dance Classes
Come and volunteer in two hour shifts seven days a week
and receive free classes. Call Emily at extension 11.
Call 617.547.9363 for more information on the Dance
Complex including classes and performances.

47 Palmer Street
Culture for Kids, created by Club Passim in 1999, is a free,
monthly, multicultural program whose goals are to provide children ages 8-12, who may not have the benefit of cultural and
artistic opportunities in their schools or communities, with exposure to other cultures and peoples, helping to build an openness
and tolerance for others. For information please call Laura @
617-491-2382 or email Laura@clubpassim.org.
October 22 from 3:30 pm-5:30 pm
Cajun/Zydeco with Grand Bois
In addition to the performance, children will make masks
and help prepare a traditional Cajun meal.

CCTV Computer Classes
675 Mass. A ve. Central Squar e
Cambridge Community Television provides extensive
training in both video production and computer education.
Call (617) 661-6900 to attend a free orientation program.

Harvard Museum of Natural Histor y
26 Oxford Street, Cambridge MA 02138
(617) 495-3045 www.hmnh.harvard.edu
The Museum provides a wide variety of affordable and
free programs for adults, children and families, and it is located on Oxford Street, just blocks from Baldwin School. See
some opportunities below:
Day of the Dead Family Festi val
Saturday, November 2 from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Join us for a celebration of Dia de los Muertos -- the
Day of the Dead -- a celebration from Mexico to honor the
souls of departed family and friends. Admire beautiful Day of
the Dead artwork from Mexico or create your own colorful
paper flowers -- a Mexican tradition. Watch amazing folk
dancers from Harvard's own Ballet Folklorico. See marvelous
Mayan artifacts as you learn about Mexico's fascinating cultural history. Meet live animals from Mexico in our Creature
Feature presentations or go on a Mexican wildlife scavenger
hunt and discover the secrets of skulls and skeletons -- important images in Day of the Day celebrations!
General Museum Admission
$6.50 Student/ Seniors $5.00
Ages 3-18 $4.00
*Free to the public on on Wednesdays 3 to 5 p.m.
(September through May), and
every Sunday morning until 12 noon.

Sanders Theatre Events
45 Quincy Street, Cambridg e
Call the Box Office for Tickets 617.496.2222
Thursda y, Oct, 3 / 7:30 PM 12th First Annual Ig Nobel Awards
Annals of Improbable Research
Friday, Oct, 4 /8:00 PM Master Dancers of Bali
featuring dancer Ni Ketut Cenik
Sunday, Oct, 6 /7:30 PM Masters of Persian Music
Persian classical music and ancient Sufi and contemporary poetry
Saturday, Oct, 12 /8:00 PM Christine Lavin & Her Friends
featuring Julie Gold, Tracy Grammer, Nerissa & Kathryn Neilds
Sunday, Oct, 13 /3:00 PM Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra
25th Season Opener - Beethoven & More
Thursda y, Oct, 17 /7:30 PM Boston Philharmonic Orchestra
Mozart, Dvorak, Schubert
Saturday, Oct, 19 /8:00 PM Salif Keita Music from Mali
Sunday, Oct, 20 /3:00 PM Boston Philharmonic Orchestra
Mozart, Dvorak, Schubert
Sunday, Oct, 20 /7:30 PM Boston Chamber Music Society
Mozart, Shoenberg & Tchaikovsky
Friday, Oct, 25 /8:00 PM Har vard - Radcliffe Orchestra
Music of Mendelssohn & Mahler
Saturday, Oct, 26 /8:00 PM Musica Sacra
Harvard Radcliffe Collegium Musicum
Sunday, Oct, 27 /3:00 PM New England String Ensemble
Handel, Chausson

Community Calendar October 2002
October 4, Frida y

5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

October 14, Monda y

Artist’s Reception - F ree and open to the public
Fay Chandler “A Show of Objects”
Sacramento Street Galler y, 20 Sacramento Street
Columbus Day - Public Schools Closed

October 15, Tuesday

6:00 p.m.

ANC Monthly Board Meeting - Public Welcome
20 Sacramento Street, 2nd floor

October 15, Tuesday

7:30 p.m.

October ANC Meeting - See page one for details
Baldwin School Dining Hall, 28 Sacramento Street

October 23, Wednesday

2:00 p.m.

The Pla yground presents “Wilma the Witch”
Baldwin School Stage, 28 Sacramento Street Admission $1.
See page 6 or contact Jonathan at (617) 349-6287x23

October 24, Thursda y

7:00 p.m.

Special Hearing, Board of Zoning Appeals
Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center
Senior Center, 806 Mass. A ve. across from City Hall

October 27, Sunda y

2:00 a.m.

Daylight Savings Time ends, turn clocks bac k

October 31, Thursda y

Halloween
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