December 2002
In This Issue
Beacon Street Sewer Plans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . See Belo w
Report on Har vard development in Agassiz . . . See Belo w
A.C.I.D. Report from Council Meeting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Cambridge Police Crime R epor t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Lesley Volunteers Mak e Work Day a Success. . . . . . . . . 3
Cambridge Artists Show of SMALL WORKS. . . . . . . . 6
Special Permit for the Art Center. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Kids Only Holiday Sale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Download The Whistler at www.agassiz.org/Whistler.html

ANC News
November 19 ANC Meeting
Doug Varden, ANC Board Chair, introduced Judy
Kavanagh, from Public Relations at S.E.A. and Frank Ayotte,
Project Manager for Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH).
MWH and S.E.A. are the engineering team who'll be working
on the Beacon St. drainage project. Frank can be reached at
(617) 314-7117, Judy at (617) 498 4776.
A letter from both Cambridge and Somerville
Departments of Engineering regarding a community meeting
on the Beacon Street Drainage Impr ovements Project at
John F. Kennedy School in Somerville (backs up onto Elm
Street near the Porter Square Shopping Center) on
December 3 at 7:00 p.m; and the Beacon Street Drainage
Improvements Information Sheet was handed out. To receive
these hand-outs, contact Jonathan McMullen at <jmcmullen@ agassiz.org> or (617) 349-6287x23.
Frank gave a short presentation of upcoming Beacon
Street sewer construction, which is scheduled to begin between
January and March 2003. This project will continue the flood
mitigation with construction of additional tanks to store overflow water.
He advised us that Beacon Street’s gas main has already
been re-located in preparation for the work to be done. The
construction will in total cover 1,000 feet (Miller to Museum
Streets), but only 300-500 feet at a time. This is the West
side of Beacon Street (O’Sullivan’s Pub side).
In a commendable partnership, Somerville and Cambridge
have come together for this project with a shared vision:
-Improve quality of life
-Protect public health
-Serve future generations
(Continued on page 2)

Harvard Construction Mitigation
Call Center
617-496-0857

Monday to Friday, 6 AM to 6 PM
For emergencies during non-work hours,
please contact Harvard University Operations Center
617-495-5560

The Agassiz-Har vard-City Working Committee
Recently, Agassiz neighborhood representatives, Cambridge
city staff and Harvard representatives met together at the
first meeting of the Agassiz-Harvard-City Committee, coordinated by the City of Cambridge. The working committee has
been created to address concerns about the impact of development of the Harvard University campus in the area called the
North Campus that is adjacent to the Agassiz neighborhood.
Construction, environmental and traffic impacts are examples
of concerns that will be addressed by the working committee
during monthly meetings.

North Campus planning- important 12/17 meeting
Harvard University planning in the North Campus will be the
main item on the agenda at the December 17 Agassiz Neighborhood Council meeting. (See below). Harvard's planners
and architects will present the long-range planning approach for
this area of the campus. The planning framework that establishes a system of open spaces and locations for future buildings was presented to Agassiz neighbors last winter and spring.
(Continued on page 4)

Next ANC Monthly Meeting
December 17, Tuesday
7:30 p.m.

“

Baldwin School Dining Hall - 28 Sacramento Street
Oxford Street Entrance - press buzzer for entr y
AGENDA: Harvard University will present its long rang e
plans for North Campus Expansion. Community discussion
to follow. Please join in this important dialog on the futur e of
the Agassiz neighborhood.
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Continued from page 1 Beacon Street Sewer Construction
Project Objecti ve:
This project will provide protection from a 25 year
storm. (This is 2 1/2 inches an hour at peak.), and it will
minimize community disruption during construction periods
Project Challenge:
Rain will go from existing drains into 2 storage tanks
when rain exceeds the capacity of the drains. Once the storm
ebbs, within a 12-24 hour period, water will be pumped back
into the storm drains to flow out to the Charles River.
Project Construction:
Earlier tank construction on Wendell Street was curb to
curb, however, the Beacon Street construction will use only
half the street. During construction there will be alternate
traffic and at night, traffic will resume as 2-lane driving.
There will be no construction during rush hour to allow for
2-way driving both early and late. Both sidewalks will be
open for walkers, although crosswalks may change due to
construction.
Judy Kavanagh was introduced and told the council that
the project will be confined to Beacon Street and will be finished in ten months. Traffic will NOT be routed into neighborhoods, but truck routes are unknown since the contractor
has not yet been selected. Business along Beacon Street (especially those needing access to Shaws/Star Market) will feel
the biggest impact. Parking will be restricted in front of
Shaws/Star Supermarket to allow 2-way driving on Beacon
Street, and Shaws/Star will allow dedicated parking (for residents who apply) overnight.
SEA will continue to “keep the communication flowing”
with color-coded information. Safety remains as a major issue
with programs to inform residents and children on appropriate “construction behavior.”
Frank informed residents that following this construction, Mass. Highway (a state agency) is planning work from
Inman Square to Porter Square (timeline places the start in
late 2003 or early 2004.) Frank believed that the missing
sidewalk near the American Academy of Arts and Sciences
was included in the project. Judy encouraged residents to contact her office about items like this (617) 498 4776.
Project Monitoring
There will be an intensive monitoring plan on site to
monitor every building for damage and stop construction
immediately if any damage begins to appear. The City of
Cambridge requires a sufficient insurance policy to cover any
damage that might occur.

The vertical beams (to stabilize construction) have been
ordered pre-cut to proper depth/size, to prevent vibrations. The
sheeting will also be installed to minimize any vibrations (the
plates will be pushed rather than slammed into the ground).
Judy and Frank urged everyone to attend the December 3rd
meeting where plans and issues will be able to be addressed in
more detail.

A.C.I.D. : Harvard Development in Agassiz
Miriam Goldberg and Dave Wood of A.C.I.D. gave a brief
update of ACID activities including the neighborhood forum
held on November 14.
A city-wide group is being formed to review development in
the neighborhoods, to identify common patterns and common
strategies used during construction/planning.
Specific concerns include loss of the museum collections to
another location, traffic and parking impacts, possible effects on
sewers and water, and construction disruption. These are difficult issues that will be solved only through coordination and
cooperation between all parties: Cambridge, Agassiz and
Harvard.
They reminded everyone that Harvard would be at the
ANC meeting on December 17, with a presentation of plans for
development in North Campus. The Law School plans are not
well enough developed for presentation.
Since Harvard will be constructing 15 building over a 15
year period, there will be neighborhood amenities provided to
Agassiz. A.C.I.D. has been particularly concerned with open
space, and one suggestion was a science/educational program
building which would include an open café to be built in the
North Campus area to also provide community open space for
mutual benefit.

Neighborhood News
Crime is Up
(These notes were received from the Cambridge Police Department. For further information call them at (617) 349-4640.)

2002 Third Quarter R eview Neighborhood 8 (Agassiz)
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The Agassiz neighborhood was hit with a series of both
day and night housebreak patterns during the first quarter
of 2002. There were an additional seventeen breaks recorded
in the second quarter as apartment buildings on Wendell,
Oxford and Sacramento experienced multiple breaks.
After the arrest of a career criminal from Somerville for
a break on Oxford Street in July, the pattern appeared to have
been eradicated. The professional type burglar was linked to
numerous breaks, and only six scattered and unrelated incidents were recorded over the final eighty days of the summer.
There were four street robberies (+25%) in the Agassiz
neighborhood in the third quarter. A series of three incidents
on Hammond, Wendell and Oxford in late August were
linked to three subjects who lived in the area on the
Somerville line. These three pack robberies at knifepoint were
all between the hours of 1 a.m. and 3 a.m. on weekend nights.
Larceny from motor vehicles (+60%) increased dramatically
in Neighborhood 8 over the summer months with 22 incidents reported. The predominant trend identified was late
weekend night thefts with Oxford Street the hardest hit thoroughfare. The only drug arrest in the Agassiz neighborhood
during the third quarter was an undercover arrest of an
Arlington resident for “crack” cocaine.
Crimes between October 1 and No vember 14 included:
• Two auto thefts: both cars were Honda Accords stolen
from the street
• One flim flam: people posing as refugees and religious
persons convinced the victim to withdraw $6,000 in
order to get $150,00. Victim was left with nothing.
• Five housebreaks: Two breaks were at the same building
on Eustis, another was on Oxford St. where high end
electronics were taken
• Six larcenies from automobiles: all but one occurred on
a weekend, and windows were broken for access. Car
stereos, change cell phones, and bags were taken.
• Two building larcenies were reported: a wallet was taken
from a locker at Balley Fitness Center, and a palm pilot,
wallet and briefcase was taken from the Baldwin School
• Four incidents of malicious destruction of property to
cars; tires were slashed, pumpkins were smashed and
magic marker was used to write on cars
• One street robbery: two males in their 20’s held a
victim down as they rummaged through his pockets and
backpack.

Pumps to be Placed Under the Tot Lot
In the ongoing initiative to mitigate the flooding conditions in the Agassiz neighborhood, the City will place pumps
under the Tot Lot at the corner of Oxford and Sacramento
Streets. This will slightly delay the planning process for the
new Tot Lot that will be lead by the Community Development
Department. Planning was originally scheduled to begin later
in the new year. When planning begins, The Whistler will advise
the community, and there will be opportunities to take part in
the project.

Lesley University
Work Day A Big Success
Agassiz Neighborhood Council extends a big thanks to
Lesley University freshmen who participated in a work day at
20 Sacramento Street on Saturday, November 15. Student volunteers did an amazing job completely cleaning and reorganizing the basement. They painted the childcare program rooms,
did yard work, and helped to reorganize closets and supplies.
Students all worked very hard despite the weather, and
made it a very enjoyable and productive day! Devon MacKay
was the Lesley VISTA Volunteer who organized this, along
with Linda Brion-Meisels, Agassiz neighbor, Lesley faculty and
long time liaison between the two communities. Jonathan
McMullen co-ordinated the work at the Agassiz Community
Center building, along with other ANC staff.
Oh, how grateful all the children, teachers, and administrators who use the Center are for the work!

Thank you to TAGS Hardware
for supplying the paint and other materials necessary
for making the work day a grand success.

City Wide
Assistant City Manager for Public Safety
On December 11 there will be a meeting of the
Ordinance Committee of the Cambridge City Council to discuss a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code that will
provide for an Assistant City Manager for Public Safety.
The meeting will be held at 4 p.m. in the Sullivan
Chamber of City Hall 795 Mass. Ave.
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Economic De velopment Policy Forum December 5
The City of Cambridge is revising its Economic
Development Policy, originally adopted in 1997. Much
has happened in the economy both locally and beyond,
making it necessary to update the plan.
What do changes in the business climate mean for
Cambridge and how should economic development policies be reshaped to address the issues? These are the questions that have been asked in a series of meetings for
community input. The last meeting in the series will be
held on December 5, 2002 in the Cambridge Senior
Center, 806 Mass. Ave. to discuss these issues. Call (617)
349-4637 for more information on this issue.
William C. Jones
It is with sadness that the City of Cambridge announced
the death of Mr. William C. Jones who passed away on
November 11, 2002. "Jonesy," as he was known by
many, was a frequent visitor to City Hall and was considered an unofficial historian of local politics. He rarely
missed a Cambridge City Council meeting and always
participated in public comment. In fact, in 1999, the
City Council dedicated the podium in the Sullivan
Chamber in his name.

Continued from Page 1 Agassiz-Harvard-City Committee
On December 17, Harvard will present more information
about the framework to engage in a discussion about future
plans with the community. Two buildings in particular will be
discussed - the north science building, which will be located
along the north edge of the campus at Hammond Street, and
the west science building, which will be interior to the campus
visible from Oxford Street. Both buildings will help meet
pressing academic and research needs in the sciences.
Harvard is planning to involve neighbors in a design
process for these buildings, especially the north building that
will complete the Hammond edge consistent with guidelines
that were developed in concert with neighbors.
The Faculty of Arts and Sciences is also developing plans
for an underground biological research facility to be located
below the courtyard of the existing Biological Laboratories;
and a physical sciences building, located adjacent to Gordon
McKay, which will house research initiatives for the interdisciplinary study of mesoscale structures and materials. Harvard
looks forward to bringing the plans to the community early
next year.
Everett Street/Mass A ve
Harvard Law School will be assessing the feasibility of creating new academic space where the Everett Street garage stands.
Harvard will work with neighbors to understand issues related
to the impact of development and also opportunities to make
the Law School campus a more attractive and welcoming
neighbor. This "feasibility study" will also look at North Hall
and Everett Street campus properties and will result in a planning framework to assist the Law School in understanding
options for utilizing its campus. The Law School plans to
involve neighbors in a series of community meetings throughout the study.
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Agassiz Community
Basketball Has Begun
Drop in basketball will be
held in the Baldwin gym on
Tuesday nights for teens from 6
to 9 p.m., and Wednesday nights
for adults from 6 to 9 p.m. run
by Jermaine McKenzie. Cost is
$1.00 for the teens, and $2.00 for adults per night.
Use the Oxford Street door at the corner of Sacramento
Street. Participants must be buzzed in and must sign in prior
to playing ball. Contact Jonathan McMullen at (617) 3496287 x23 or <jmcmullen@agassiz.org> for information.

Agassiz Afterschool
Our afterschool kids have had a g reat month exploring the
community with trips to the Harvard Museum of Natural
History and other excursions throughout the neighborhood to
local shops and events. We are also giving back to the community with a Winter Can Drive happening on December 12 and
13 This charity event is being run completely by children in
grades 1-3, so please help support their efforts.
Program spaces are available, so contact Amy King at
aking@agassiz.org or (617) 349-6287 if you would like to
visit or to enroll your child or if you have any questions.

Sacramento Street Preschool
The Preschool serves children 2years nine months to pre
kindergarten age in a program that fosters the development of
school readiness and social skills. Limited spaces are available
and time options are flexible between 8:30 and 1:30 p.m.

Baby Groups
Groups for Babies and their
Moms or Dads are running now
in North Hall at the corner of
Wendell Street and Mass. Ave.
Come and enjoy the company of
other parents and their babies.
Contact Jonathan McMullen at (617) 349-6287 x23 or
<jmcmullen@agassiz.org> for more information on groups,
meeting schedules and special events.
Groups are coordinated by Emily Winston.

School Programs
YOGA for Agassiz
Debra Lazinsky will be
teaching Yoga from 7:30
p.m. to 8:45 p.m. for 4
Tuesdays (starting January
7th through January 28th).
These classes will be held on
a drop in basis for $8.00 a class in the Baldwin School
located at 28 Sacramento Street. As participation increases,
multi-week sessions will be created
All profits will go to benefit the building fund of the
Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center.
For information contact Jonathan McMullen at jmcmullen@agassiz.org or (617) 349-6287 x23.

AGASSIZ AFTERSCHOOL
KINDERGARTEN
and
PRESCHOOL PARENTS
Please respect our neighbors and
DO NOT BLOCK DRIVEWAYS
while dropping off or picking up your children at
20 Sacramento Street. This is extremely inconsiderate to
our neighbors, and offenders will be contacted by ANC.
We appreciate your consideration
when transporting your children.

Halloween Fun
All the Agassiz
Afterschool teachers
got into the Spirit of
the holiday with costumes and the creation of a haunted
house for the school
age participants.
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Cultural Happenings

Sacramento Street Gallery
Small Works - November 15 - December 20
Cambridge Artists Support the Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center
50% of all profits benefit the Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center Building Fund
20 Sacramento Street, Cambridge, MA
Gallery Hours: Weekdays 9-5
Artist’s Reception: Friday, November 15 from 5-8 pm
Call Jonathan McMullen for information on Saturday hours: (617) 349-6287 x 23.
Aparna Agrawal
Toby Atlas
Peggy Badenhausen
Joseph Barbieri
Nancy Berlin
Maggi Brown
Barbara Cohen
Nike Demaskos
John Devaney
Ellen Driscoll
Alicia Dwyer
Jane Ehrlich

Aileen O. Erickson
Phyllis Ewen
Paul Gray
Peter Haines
Noa Hall
Marcia Halperin
Mags Harries
Lillian Hsu-Flanders
Jane Kamine
Karen Klein
Diane Lam
Lori Lander

Claire Walker Leslie
Marja Lianko
Linda Lichtman
Jack Lueders-Booth
Andrew Magdanz
Joan Mark
Michael Mazur
Jeannie Motherwell
Judy Motzkin
Barbara Norfleet
Marian Parry
Kitty Pechet

Wendy Prellwitz
Daniel Ranalli
Jeanee Redmond
Mitch Ryerson
Paul Shakespear
Susan Shapiro
Jill Slosburg-Ackerman
Rhonda M. Smith
Brenda Star
Ellen Stutman
Thalia Tringo
Tabitha Vevers
Nancy Webb

Special Permit Hearing December 12
The Agassiz Neighborhood Council Board of
Directors has met twice with residents of Sacramento
Street to discuss their concerns including traffic and
parking issues related to the Maud Morgan Visual Arts
Center. The last meeting was held on November 21, and as The
Whistler went to press the Board was in discussions on issues raised
in the meetings and at the earlier hearing.
The continuation of the Special Permit Hearing before the
Board of Zoning Appeals has been scheduled for 7 p.m. December
12 in the Senior Center, 806 Mass. Ave., across from City Hall.
ANC returned to the BZA this summer to renew the original special permit received in 1999. Contact Jonathan McMullen at jmcmullen@agassiz.org or (617) 349-6287 x23 for more information.

www.freshpondballet.com

Thank You
Oxford Spa
and
Cambridge Common
for providing the refreshments
at the opening of Small Works
on November 14
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Holiday Music at the nearby
Swedenborg Chapel
50 Quincy St. (at Kirkland
December 15, at 11 a.m.

The Art Institute of Boston at Lesley Uni versity
2002-03 du Pont Visiting Artist Lecture Series:
James Luna

Native American artist, performer and educator James
Luna will speak at The Art Institute of Boston at Lesley
Music in Service for the Season: Seasonal songs and carols University on Dec. 5 at 7 p.m. in the second floor auditorium
of the Art Institute of Boston at Lesley University. Luna is an
for voices, instruments and organ. Volunteer Choir: rehearsal
installation
and performance artist who uses traditional
at 10:15 a.m. before service.
Native American art forms as well as surf music and video.
Christmas Eve., December 24 at 4:45 p.m.
He has performed or had work shown in such places as The
Christmas Eve Candlelight Musical Service with Musical Whitney Museum of Art in New York and the Smithsonian
Institute's Museum of Natural History. Luna's monologues
Prelude of Carols and Seasonal Music for Vocal Quartet,
often
spring from the art he creates, which may combine such
Organ & Piano, beginning at 4:45 p.m. Anne-Louise Klaus,
materials as condoms, a tennis racket, a cellular phone and a
soprano; Emily Romney, mezzo soprano; Jason McStoots,
buffalo horn.
tenor; and Ben cole, bass. Reiko Akasaka, organ & piano.
Admission Free. For information call (617) 864-4552.
Rigoberto Mena
Cuban painter Rigoberto Mena will speak at The Art
The Cottars December 9
Institute of Boston at Lesley University on Dec. 11 at 6:30
at Club Passim’s Culture for Kids
p.m. in the second floor auditorium of the Art Institute of
Boston at Lesley University.
It’s for kids but all ages will enjoy Celtic music all the way
Mena has become one of the foremost painters of his
from Cape Breton with the Cottars. Club Passim is located at generation. He experiments in his paintings and is known for
47 Palmer St. in Harvard Square. Free for kids, suggested
his formal and eloquent use of color similar to that of Goya,
donation for adults, $5.
Tamayo, Rembrandt, Barcelo, Rothko and others. His work
has been described as "about fidelity, proverbial and enigmatic
without diluting itself into transcendentalism or opacities that
Sanders Theater for December
would cloud the vertical mirror in his studio in San Ignacio
located at 45 Quincy St. (at Oxford and Kirkland)
Street."
Friday, December 6 at 8:00 PM Debussy, Rachmaninoff and
The Art Institute of Boston's du Pont Visiting Artist
Dvorak by the Harvard - Radcliffe Orchestra
Lecture Series, established in 1993, is a multicultural series of
public lectures and workshops featuring outstanding contemSaturday, December7 at 8:00 PM Harvard Opportunes
porary artists from diverse backgrounds.
Fall Jam
Lectures are free, open to the public and wheelchair
Sunday, December 8 at 3:00 PM Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast accessible. The Art Institute of Boston is located at 700
Beacon St., near the Kenmore T-stop on the green line. For
Harvard - Radcliffe Chorus
more information, please contact 617-262-1223.
Friday, December 13 Christmas Revels through
Sunday, December 29-Call for times and tickets
Fred Meyer, Realtor
Tuesday, December 31 8:00 PM New Year’s Eve Gala
Boston Baroque
Wednesday, January 1 at 3:00 PM First Day Concert
Boston Baroque
For information on any of the programs, call the Harvard
Box Office at (617) 349-6287

83 Hammond Street
617-876-1200
Owner, University Real Estate,
overlooking Harvard Square.
Past President, MA Assoc. of Realtors.
Licensed real estate appraiser.
See all available homes now on
www.agassizhomes.com
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Ongoing

9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

SMALL WORKS
49 Cambridge Artists Support the Maud Mor gan Visual Arts Center
Sacramento Street Galler y, 20 Sacramento Street through December 20
See page 6 for more information

December 3-6
December 7, Saturda y

12-6:30 p.m.
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

KIDS ONLY SALE Opens Tuesday, December 3 - Saturday December 7
in Porter Ex change, 1815 Mass. A ve., our NEW LOCATION
See box below for information.

December 12, Thursda y

7:00 p.m.

Special Permit Hearing, Board of Zoning Appeals
for the Maud Mor gan Visual Arts Center
Cambridge Senior Center, 806 Mass. A ve.

December 17, Tuesday

6 p.m.

ANC November Board Meeting - Public Welcome
20 Sacramento Street, 2nd floor

7:30 p.m.

ANC Monthly Meeting - See page 1 for more information.
Baldwin School Dining Hall, 28 Sacramento Street

December 20, Frida y

Last Day of Public School before December Vacation

January 2, 2003

Public School December Vacation ends .
The Whistler is published monthly September - June by the Agassiz Neighborhood Council, distribution 2,000.
Call (617) 349-6287 to be on the mailing list. Items of interest to the neighborhood may be submitted
for consideration to address below, no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication date.
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AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
20 Sacramento Street Cambridge, MA 02138
617 349-6287 Fax and Hot Line 497-4388
www.agassiz.org email: whistler@agassiz.org
DO NOT FORWARD

ANNUAL KIDS ONLY Holiday Sale
Opens Tuesday, December 3
through Saturday, December 7
Weekdays 12-6:30pm/Saturday 10am-4pm

NEW LOCATION - Porter Exchange
1815 Mass. Ave. MAIN FLOOR
Gifts on sale for children to give family and
friends for the holidays. Most gifts under $5,
many less expensive items.
Send your child with a list; staff will help them pick gifts and
do the math.Take the Lesley U. shuttle! Call (617) 349-6287
x23 for information.

