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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
MEETING, October 5, 8-10 p.m. at
the Agassiz Community Center

CAMBRIDGE PLANNING BOARD HEARING,
Tuesday, October 4, 7 :30 p.m. , ca l l
498-9056 fo r loca t ion .

OCTOBER RELEASE DAY, Wednesday,
Oc tober 26 . Schoo l i s ou t a t
1 2 : 3 0 . A f t e r - s c h o o l b e g i n s a t
12:30 on Release Days.

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL NEWS

The Agassiz Neighborhood Council is
the governing body of th is
ne ighborhood . The p r imary func t ion
of the Counci l is to oversee the

r A g a s s i z C o m m u n i t y S c h o o l p r o g r a m s ,to ensure that the programming
speaks to the needs of the
community, and to bring new needs
for programming to l ight when they
deve lop.

The Counci l is also the forum for
address ing o the r i ssues re la t i ng to
t h e " q u a l i t y o f l i f e " i n t h e
Agassiz community. Issues such as:
zoning, neighborhood safety, hous
ing, and the re lat ions between
ne ighbor ing un ive rs i t i es and the
community are rout inely taken up in
these meet ings. The Counci l meets
once a month and is open to all
members of the Agassiz community.

The Community School office is in
the Agassiz Community Center at 20
Sacramento St ree t . Te lephone:
498-9056.

NOTES FROM THE NIEGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
MEETING (9/14/83): Sacramento

^ F i e l d h a s c o m e t h r o u g h t h e s u m m e r^ i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n . T h e A g a s s i z
Neighborhood Council is concerned
that the fie ld remain in good
condition for many years to come.

A l i a i son f rom the Counc i l w i l l be
consul t ing wi th people who are in
the bus iness o f main ta in ing p lay ing
fi e l d s a n d w i l l r e p o r t t o t h e
Counci l about what an industry
maintainance program for Sacramento
F ie ld wou ld cos t .

Garfie ld S t ree t Lo t - Joe l Ba rd
reported that a motion had been
in t roduced , t hen t ab led , a t t he
Cambridge City Council meeting on
Monday, September 12, concerning
the MBTA-owned lot at Garfield St.
The mot ion int roduced by Counci l lor
Lenny Russell , proposed having the
c i t y acqu i r e t he l o t f o r open
s p a c e . C o u n c i l l o r D a v i d S u l l i v a n ,
aware of the on-going neighborhood
planning process to look at the
poss ib l e use o f t he l o t f o r
subsidized housing, had the mot ion
de layed . Joe l sa i d he wou ld t a l k
to bo th counc i l l o rs and o the r
i n t e r e s t e d c i t y o f fi c i a l s a n d , i f
necessary, a t tend the nex t C i ty
Counci l meet ing to expla in the
ne ighborhood p rocess to da te . (A t
the September 19th City Council
meeting, the Counci l voted to have
t h e c i t y o f fi c i a l s w o r k w i t h t h e
Agassiz neighborhood on the pos
s i b l e u s e o f t h i s s i t e f o r
subs id i zed hous ing . )
See PLANNING NOTES for more on this
s u b j e c t .

GEORGIE'S BAR - The bar, a Mass.
Ave. establ ishment, was closed by
the Cambridge Licensing Board for a
per iod o f 15 days . The reason fo r
th is temporary suspension of
l icense was that the Cambridge
pol ice found persons in the bar
"a f ter hours" on two occas ions.

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING GROUP

The Planning Group is a committee
of the Agassiz Neighborhood
C o u n c i l . I t i s a f o r u m f o r
d iscussion of general land-use and
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development issues of concern to
the ne ighborhood. The group ex is ts
to develop and pursue ideas in this
area and a lso to react to pub l ic ,
p r i v a t e , a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o
posals for development in or near
Agass iz .

The group meets the third Wednesday
of every month at the Agassiz
Community Center, 20 Sacramento St.

On September 21, the Planning Group
discussed a new proposal to build
townhouses on the parking lot and
s u r r o u n d i n g l o t s a b u t t i n g i t . T h e
proposa l i s as fo l l ows :

6 townhouses on parking lot
2 townhouses on adjacent lot on
Fros t S t ree t
5 parking spaces on one Newport
Road lot
" to t lo t " /open space on the o ther
Newport Road lot
The proposal requires a Special
Permit and Var iance f rom the c i ty.

At the Planning Group meeting, area
residents expressed concern that
the proposal was overly dense,
would take away on-street parking
spots, and would diminish neigh
borhood safety. Someone
vo lun tee red to ta l k to the
developers , but res idents were
preparing to attend a Cambridge
Planning Board Hear ing to protest ,
I f necessary. The hear ing i s on
Tuesday, October 4, at 7:30 p.m. at
57 Inman Street.

Res iden ts d iscussed c i rcu la t ing a
pet i t ion express ing ne ighborhood
oppos i t i on . Ca l l the Commun i ty
Center at 498-9056 for more
i n f o rma t i on .
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The Planning Group at i ts next
meet ing w i l l con t inue to d i scuss
the two topics which were i ts focus
l a s t y e a r :

-MBTA-owned lot at Garfield St. &
Mass. Ave. : Cur ren t ne ighborhood
o b j e c t i v e s a r e ( 1 ) 3 5 - f o o t h e i g h t
l imit , (2) some commercial space
along Mass. Ave., and (3) subsi
d i z e d h o u s i n g f o r f a m i l i e s . T h i s
has been a subject of discussion
for many months. No decisions have
been made. Addi t ional ne ighborhood
involvement is needed. The MBTA
s t i l l o w n s t h e l o t . T h e c i t y
(Community Development Department)
would l ike to hold a neighborhood
meet ing on th is sub jec t dur ing the
f a l l .
- Downzoning Mass. Ave.: Zone in
question runs from Chauncy St. to
S e a r s a n d - i s 2 0 0 - f e e t w i d e . i
Cur ren t zon ing a l lows 80- foo t
b u i l d i n g s ( w i t h r e s i d e n t i a l u s e )
and floo r -a rea - ra t i o (FAR) o f 1 . 75 .
Group ob jec t i ve i s to lower he igh t
to 35 feet and to diminish FAR
( i . e . , a l l o w a b l e d e n s i t y ) . W e w i l l
be exp lor ing use o f an " incent ive"
zoning system al lowing developers
t o b u i l d l a r g e r ( s l i g h t l y ) i f t h e y
m e e t c e r t a i n c r i t e r i a .
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Voucher Day Care
Demonstration Project

Child Care Resource Center
1. Call us at the Child Care Resource

Center. We have up-to-date list
ings of licensed day care centers,
nursery schools, after-school prog
rams and family day care homes in
the greater Boston area. If you are
eligible for a voucher, we can refer
you to participating programs.

2. Next, visit some day care homes or
centers and choose the one you
prefer. (We can help you think
about how to observe and evaluate
the programs you visit, and to
decide which one suits you best.)

3. Call us at 542-4692 to make an
appointment to come in to our office
to get your voucher. Be sure to
call for an appointment before you
come in!

EVERYONE must bring:
Proof of address
Social security numbers of all
family members

Birth dates of all family members
Documentation of all income

ONCE YOU HAVE YOUR VOUCHER
Take your voucher to the day care
provider you have chosen. You will
pay a portion of the cost (on a
sliding scale, based on your
income). The minimum fee is 60c
per day for after-school care, and
$1.00 per day for full-time care.
You will be able to stay on this
voucher program until you are able
to afford the full cost of care.

WHAT YOU NEED TO BRING WITH YOU
TO GET YOUR VOUCHER:

— If you are an AFDC recipient, or if
you were cut off from AFDC within
the past 30 days:
A. Go to your Financial Assistance

Worker (at your Welfare office)
for a referral to the Work/Train
ing Program (WTP) for Voucher
Day Care.

B. Then go to the WTP office for an
"Authorization of Eligibil i ty"
(DC-1 form) for Voucher Day Care.

works like this:

C. Bring with you: 1) the Authori
zation of eligibility, 2) docu
mentation of income, and 3) docu
mentation of AFDC status. (For
example, your current paycheck
stub, AFDC grant letter, or the
letter or print-out which notified
you that your AFDC is being
reduced or cut off.)

If you have been referred to us by
the Department of Social Services,
you must bring your DSS referrr.l
form (S0C-9).

TELEPHONE REASSURANCE: A new
Volunteer Program For The Council
On Aging.

The Council on Aging is now
offer ing the Telephone Reassur
ance Program as one of its
community outreach services to
Cambridge elders. In th is progra;?. ,
volunteers make dai ly phone cal ls
to e lder ly people who l ive a lone
and are in f ra i l heal th or who
wan t t he soc ia l con tac t . An
emergency procedure is agreed
upon ahead of t ime by the caller
and the c l ien t , i n the even t tha t
there is no answer to an expected
ca l l . Fo r many peop le , t hese ca l l s
provide secur i ty and perhaps the
on l y regu la r l i nk t o t he ou ts ide
w o r l d . O f t e n t h e c a l l e r s a r e
elderly people, some homebound
themselves, who enjoy being able
to con t r ibu te th i s mos t va luab le
s e r v i c e . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n
ca l l Phy l l i s Ko rn fe ld a t The
Council On Aging, ^98-9039.



Cambridge Department of Human
Service Programs

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY SCHOOL
20 Sacramento St.
Cambridge, Ma. 02138
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