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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
MEETING, Wednesday, November 9,
8:30-10 p.m. at the Agassiz School
L i b r a r y

PLANNING GROUP MEETING, Wednesday,
November 16 at 8:00 p.m. at the
Agassiz Community Center, #20
Sacramento Street.

NOVEMBER EARLY RELEASE DAY,
Wednesday, November 16. School is
o u t a t 1 2 : 3 0 . A f t e r - s c h o o l b e g i n s
at 12:30 on Release Days.

LESLEY COLLEGE has scheduled a
ser ies o f fi lms which is open to
t h e p u b l i c . A l l fi l m s a r e i n W e l c h
Auditorium and admission is $2.00.

f ^ Nov. 6 , 2 : 00 pm - The G rea t Ga t sbyNov. 20, 8:00 pm - Barefoot in the
Park

Dec. 4, 2:00 pm
and 7:30 pm - Reds

Dec. 18, 2:00 pm
and 8:00 pm - Heaven Can Wait

PETER PAN PRE-SCHOOL AND FAMILY DAY
CARE.

The School is being l icensed for a
smal l g roup. There wi l l be fun and
e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . T h e y w i l l
a i m t o f u l fi l l t h e c h i l d ' s s o c i a l ,
emot iona l , phys ica l and educat iona l
needs. The warm atmosphere wil l
enhance the ch i ld ' s na tu ra l
cu r i os i t y f o r d i scove ry and
e x p l o r a t i o n .

A c t i v i t i e s w i l l i n c l u d e a r t s ,
c r a f t s , m u s i c a l r h y t h m , l i s t e n i n g ,
s ing ing and s to ry te l l i ng (by bo th
teache r and ch i l d ) . Lea rn i ng
through the use of educational
toys, puzz les, make be l ieve, qu ie t
p lay, and outdoor p lay.

Schoo l hours are 9-1 . A snack w i l l
be prov ided, but lunch is
a d d i t i o n a l . E x t e n d e d d a y i s
a v a i l a b l e .

I am a cert ified and exper ienced
teacher ( taught and directed a pre
schoo l overseas fo r four years) .

CONTACT LAYLA CABLE TO ARRANGE FOR
AN APPOINTMENT. CALL 876-0722
STATE LICENSE #22588.

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL NEWS

The Agassiz Neighborhood Council is
the govern ing body of th is
ne ighborhood. The pr imary func t ion
of the Counci l is to oversee the
Agassiz Community School programs,
to ensure that the programming
speaks to the needs of the
community, and to bring new needs
for programming to l ight when they
deve lop .

The Counci l is also the forum for
address ing o the r i ssues re la t i ng to
t h e " q u a l i t y o f l i f e " i n t h e
Agassiz community. Issues such as:
zon ing, ne ighborhood safe ty,
housing, and the relat ions between
ne ighbor ing un i ve rs i t i es and the
community are routinely taken "up in
these meet ings. The Counci l meets
once a month and is open to all
members of the Agassiz community.

The Community School office is in
the Agassiz Community Center at 20
Sacramento S t ree t . Te lephone:
498-9056.

NOTES FROM THE NIEGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
MEETING (10/12/83):
Update on Georgie's - The bar had
been shut down for ten days and the
hours set back to midn ight . Then,
the closing hour was changed back
to 1 :00 am. Local res idents have
h i red a lawyer to con tes t the la te r
t i m e o f c l o s i n g .
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There is a proposal to bui ld e ight
townhouses on Frost Street before
the Planning Board. Neighbors of
the proposed development went to a
meeting held by the Planning Board
to ra i se ob jec t i ons . The C i t y now
has 90 days to respond to the
deve lope r ' s app l i ca t i on t o bu i l don
t h e p a r k i n g - l o t s i t e . S o m e
discussion of Cambr idge regulat ions
p e r t a i n i n g t o o f f - s t r e e t p a r k i n g
took p lace s ince these regula t ions
may a f fec t the fu tu re o f the s i te .

Lesley Col lege is beginning a long-
range physical p lanning process.
An i nven to ry o f a l l bu id ing i s i n
progress. Les ley has promised to
keep the community informed of i ts
p l a n s .

Joe l Bard , our counc i l cha i rperson,
was on a television program
discuss ing in terconnect ions and
sharing of resources between Lesley
College and the Agassiz community.

Trees are ava i lab le a t cost through
the ci ty, and the Department of
Public Works plans the treees at no
a d d i t i o n a l c o s t . T h e A g a s s i z
community has bought a tree for the

4 l a s t t h r e e y e a r s . T h i s y e a r i t i sproposed to putchase and plant a
tree in front of the Community
Center.

The posit ion of Neighborhood
Coordinator, which is funded by the
c i t y, rema ins open . Smi ley Win te r
i s se rv ing as the ac t ing d i rec to r
and was among the three final ists
i n t e r v i ewed f o r t he pos i t i on .
Although Mr. Winter was recommended
by the community group, the
Department of Human Services
favored another candidate with more
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e e x p e r i e n c e . T h a t
candidate did not take the job, so
the pos i t i on w i l l be re -adve r t i sed
and in terv iews wi l l p robab ly take
place at the end of October. Mr.
W in te r w i l l con t i nue w i th t he
Community Schools Program as a
teache r.

The need for p lanning for 4th to
8th graders was raised. Some
daycare o r a f te r -schoo l superv i s ion
for this age group appears to be an
expressed community need.

Youth Special ists have been re
assigned across the c i ty in an
at tempt to balance rac ia l and
m a l e / f e m a l e s t a f f r a t i o s . P a u l e t t e
Johnston wi l l no longer be assigned
to the Agassiz neighborhood.
Mar the Esqu iva l w i l l d iscuss the
ro le o f t he You th Spec ia l i s t s a t
the November Council meeting.

The Business Associat ion of North
Cambridge wil l have a meeting in
early November to discuss plans for
improving the appearance of the
ne ighbo rhood , pa r t i cu l a r l y a l ong
Mass. Ave. Neighborhood res idents
are inv i ted to the meet ing at 7 :30
on Nov. 1 at St. James Church.
Look fo r pos ters to confirm t ime ** )
and place of meeting.

The MBTA wil l work on disposit ion
o f t h e G a r fi e l d S t r e e t s i t e i n
early 1984. Some developers have
e x p r e s s e d i n t e r e s t i n t h e s i t e , b u t
no bids are being accepted now.
The city wants to hold a meeting in
the neighborhood to make sure
residents are aware of and involved
in p l ann ing f o r t he f u tu re o f t he
s i t e .

^ L i n d a P r i o n - M e i s e l s i s p l a n n i n g' contr ibute a regular column to 1 t o
sgular column to the

Whist ler on events a t Les ley
Col lege. F i lms are being shown at
Lesley which neighborhood residents
can a t t end . Ca l l Les l ey Co l l ege
for the schedu le .

The next Planning Group wil l take
place on October 19 at 8:30 in the
Communi ty Center. P lanning issues
to be discussed:

1 ) G a r fi e l d S t r e e t s i t e
2) down zoning
3) Fros t S t ree t townhouses

/■̂Sk
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AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING GROUP

The Planning Group is a committee
of the Agassiz Neighborhood
C o u n c i l . I t i s a f o r u m f o r
discussion of general land-use and
development issues of concern to
the neighborhood. The group ex is ts
to develop and pursue ideas in this
area and a lso to react to publ ic ,
p r i v a t e , a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l
proposals for development in or
near Agassiz.

The group meets the third Wednesday
of every month at the Agassiz
Community Center, 20 Sacramento St.

The Planning Group held i ts regular
monthly meeting on Wed., October
19. The next P lann ing meet ing wi l l
be on Wed., Nov. 16, at 8:00 pm at
the Community Center.

The October meeting discussed three
sub jec ts :

1 ) F r o s t S t r e e t t o w n h o u s e
development proposal.
The Planning Board is
examin ing the quest ion ( ra ised
by Agassiz res idents at the
hear ing) o f whether the
e x i s t i n g p a r k i n g l o t i s
protected from use as
townhouses under section 6.15
o f t h e c i t y ' s z o n i n g
ord inance. The Planning Board
must make a decision by early
January as to whether or not
to grant the requested spec ia l
pe rm i t and va r i ance . Fou r
Newport Road residents had
wr i t ten the Cambr idge Bui ld ing
Inspec to r ( en fo rce r o f t he
zon ing o rd inance) to p ro tes t
t he pa rk i ng ev i c t i on no t i ces
mailed by Steven Robb to
renters o f park ing spaces in
t h e l o t i n q u e s t i o n . T h e r e
was some discussion of what
neighborhood residents, and
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e l o c a t e d
near the park ing lo t , m igh t
want to do i f th is development
proposa l i s re jec ted by the
c i t y .

2 ) Mass . Ave . downzon ing

Les Barber of the Community
Development said he expected
to have a draft of a proposed
downzoning ordinance for
discussion at the November
mee t i ng (Nov. 16 ) . The d ra f t
wou ld reflec t t he P lann ing
Group d iscuss ions o f las t
y e a r .

3 ) G a r fi e l d S t . l o t - H o u s i n g
Proposa l :

Joel Bard, Neighborhood
Counci l chairperson, began the
discussion by emphasiz ing that
the p roposa l to bu i l d
subsid ized housing at the
co rne r o f Garfie ld S t . and
Mass. Ave. was s t i l l on ly a
ne ighborhood proposa l . He
expressed the hope that
everyone would continue to
v iew i t as a ques t ion fo r
discussion among neighbors,
no t a sub jec t f o r
c o n f r o n t a t i o n i n v o l v i n g
p e t i t i o n s a n d d i v i s i v e n e s s .
Th e re f o l l o w e d a l i ve l y
d iscuss ion wi th roughly an
equal number of people
speak ing in favor o f the
proposal or vo ic ing concerns
a b o u t i t . ( S e e r e l a t e d
a r t i c l e o n t h i s s u b j e c t . )

NEXT PLANNING MEETING - Wed., Nov.
16, 8:00 pm at Community Center.
AGENDA: Frost St . (br ie f update)

Mass. Ave. downzoning
Please note - We wi l l g ive Garfield
S t . a b r e a k . We w i l l n o t t a l k
a b o u t i t .
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AGASSIZ COORDINATOR'S POSITION

As many of you know, Julie Osherson
last spr ing took a matern i ty leave
f rom the pos i t ion of Agass iz
Coord ina to r. She subsequent l y
decided not to return to work.
App l i can t s f o r t he pos i t i on a re
be ing rev iewed by the c i ty 's
Div is ion of Youth Serv ices (which
pays the coord ina tor 's sa lary ) and
interviewed by a committee of the
ne ighborhood counc i l . As the
Whis t le r "goes to p ress , " the
process is well underway and a new
Coordinator may have been selected
by the t ime you read this.

S ince the beg inn ing o f Ju l i e ' s
leave, Smiley Winter has assumed
t h e C o o r d i n a t o r ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .
For much of the period, Mr. Winter
a lso con t inued to con t r ibu te to the
After School Program and Outback,
the Agassiz day camp. With the
imminent arr ival of a new
Coord ina to r, Mr. Win te r w i l l be
re tu rn ing to the A f te r Schoo l
Program whi le helping out with the
t rans i t ion to a permanent
Coo rd ina to r.

The Neighborhood Council and the
users of the various programs
offered in the Agassiz neighborhood
are deeply indebted to Mr. Winter
and g ra te fu l f o r h i s ded i ca t i on t o
the Agassiz neighborhood.

GARFIELD ST./MASS._ AVE^ LOT

F a i t h f u l r e a d e r o f t h e W h i s t l e r
know that the Agassiz Neighborhood
Counci l , and i ts Planning Group
subcommittee, have been discussing
the future use of the MBTA-owned
l o t a t t h e c o r n e r o f G a r fi e l d S t .
and Mass . Ave . A f te r severa l
mon ths ' d i scuss ion l as t f a l l and
winter, the Planning Group
recommended looking at public
h o u s i n g f o r t h e s i t e . S i n c e t h a ^ )
t ime, some Garfie ld St . (and other)
residents have expressed concerns
over th i s p roposa l .

I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h i s i s s u e s h o u l d
be addressed by the entire
neighborhood. To help broaden the
d iscuss ion, I am propos ing tha t
next month's Whist ler devote two
pages to th is i ssue: one page
prepared by supporters of the
proposal and one page prepared by
those w i th concerns about i t . My
h o p e i s t h a t t h i s d i a l o g u e w i l l
help clarify common goals and
misg iv ings wh i le a l so in fo rm ing
more Agassiz residents about th is
i ssue .

- Joel Bard, Chairperson
Agassiz Neighborhood

Counc i l
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