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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

COMMUNITY ORGANIZER to work with teens. Nights and afternoons• Will also
help with program development for entire Agassiz Neighborhood. Prefer
male with background in education and interest in sports. Send resume
special delivery to Cambridge Community Schools Office, City Hall Annex,
57 Inman St., Cambridge, Mass. 02139. Phone 876-6800, ext. 3£0.
# # # # * # # # # # * *

NEW COMMUNITY SCHOOLS DIRECTOR

Dr. Nancy Curtis of Cambridge
has been named as assistant to the
City Manager for Community Schools.
This appointment, as several others
announced at the February 22nd City
Council meeting, has been the source
of new controversy between Cambridge's
City Manager and its citizens.

Over and over community Schools
people have stated that Dr. Curtis
herself is not the issue, but the man
ner in which her appointment was made.
The Community Schools Advisory Com
mittee (citizens from the U4. neighbor
hoods) was not consulted and another
candidate for director had already
been recommended by the Community
Schools Commission.

City Councilor Ackermann, at the
February 22nd meeting, was quoted by
the Cambridge Chronicle, "The City
Manager does not seem to consult with
agencies affected by appointments, so
who does he consult?"

The Community Schools Advisory
Committee showed its discontent with
the matter in a letter to the City
Manager delivered to him just before
the March 1st City Council meeting.
(He had been requested to appear to
explain his recent appointments as hie
was not present on February 22nd.)

The letter said in part, "We the

undersigned (23 names) feel that
we are speaking for many of the more
than 700 Cambridge residents, who
have volunteered hundreds of hours
of time as members of the Advisory
Committee or the individual Councils,
when we express our resentment of this
way of doing business."

At the March 1st meeting Mrs.
Ackermann read another excerpt from
the le t te r. "We fee l , as we l l , tha t
the appointee. • .has been placed in
the uncomfortable position of being
responsible for a ci t izen-based

(continued page 6)
* * ■«•

THANK YOU, AGASSIZ NEIGHBORS

Contributions continue to come
in each day for The Whistler. We
are most grateful for your generosity.
(The coupon below is for those of you
who may have missed it last week.)

Yes, I want to receive The Whistler
AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. (Make check
or money order payable to the Agassiz
Community Schools Program.) I enclose
$1 or more.
Name
Address
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MID CAMBRIDGE DURING THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

(Repr in ted wi th permiss ion f rom the
Cambridge Histor ical Commission's
Report Two; Mid Cambridge, 1967, p.
17 • /

The role of Mid Cambridge during
the Amer ican Revolu t ion was pr imar i ly
that of a conference ground, no bat
t les hav ing been fought in tha t a rea .
The on ly fo r t i fica t ions were on Dana
Hi l l , wh ich was seen as a s t ra teg ic
p o i n t o f d e f e n s e . A f t e r t h e B e t t l e
of Bunker Hi l l on June 17, 1775, a
chain of earthworks was constructed
f rom R i ve rs i de t o t he Somerv i l l e l i ne .
As par t o f th i s cha in , a fo r t was
bui l t near the corner of Putnam Ave.
8 n d F r a n k l i n S t . ; f r o m t h i s f o r t
(accord ing to Drake 's H is tor ic Man
sions and Highways) there extended
"a ser ies of redans, s ix in number,
j o i n e d t o g e t h e r b y c u r t a i n s • • . a c
ross the road and up the slope of
wha t was then ca l led Bu t le r ' s , s ince
known as Dana Hi l l . , terminat ing at
t h e i r n o r t h e r l y e x t r e m i t y i n a n o t h e r
redoubt , s i tua ted on the c res t and
in the angle of Broadway and Maple
Avenue. . .A hundred yards behind th is
l i n e . . . w a s a n o t h e r r a m p a r t o f e a r t h . "
A redan consists of two parapets
j o i n e d a t a p r o j e c t i n g a n g l e ; c u r t a i n s
are connect ing ear thwork wa l ls .

The need to house Revolutionary
t roops t ransformed two es ta tes in the
a r e a i n t o m i l i t a r y b a r r a c k s . B e
cause o f the i r Tory sympath ies , Ra lph
Inman and his family were forced to
leave the i r mansion. The Commit tee
o f Sa fe t y confisca ted t he es ta te ,
and a f t e r t he Ba t t l e o f Bunke r H i l l ,
the grounds accommodated the tents
o f 3 , l j .60 so ld iers . The mans ion
house i tsel f became the headquarters
of General Israel Putnam, who di
r e c t e d c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e f o r t i n
East Cambridge that played an im
p o r t a n t p a r t i n f o r c i n g t h e B r i t i s h
evacuat ion o f Boston in 1776. Af ter

the evacuat ion the Committee of
Correspondence, a Revolu t ionary
group with governmental powers,
leased the Inman farm for the bene
fi t o f t he Amer i can cause ; t he es
t a t e d i d n o t r e t u r n : t o t h e I n m a n s '
p o s s e s s i o n u n t i l 1 7 8 3 . A s t o n e
m a r k e r i n d i e a t i n g t h e s i t e o f t h e
h o u s e i s a l l t h a t r e m i n d s u s o f i t
t o d a y.

The Committee of Safety also
quar tered three companies of so ld
ie rs on the es ta te o f John Foxc ro f t l
A To r y s y m p a t h i z e r , F o x c r o f t fi r s t
took re fuge in Eoston. He soon re
turned to Cambr idge, and af ter both
houses on h is esta te were leve l led
by fire in 1777, he moved in to the
John Hicks house in Old Cambridge.

We s t o f F o x c r o f t ' s e s t a t e , t h e
gambre l - roo fed dwe l l ing o f Jonathan^
Hast ings, Jr. , on the L i t t le Common'1
was the s i t e o f impor tan t dec i s ions
in t he ea r l y yea rs o f t he Revo lu t i on
Hast ings had bought the house, part
of which probably dated to the
seventeenth century, in 1737; he
was Steward of Harvard College azi£
an ardent suppor ter o f the Revolu-

1 The major estate in the Shady Hi l l
a rea .
2 A t r i a n g l e o f l a n d c u t i n t o t h e
corner of Massachusetts Ave. and
K i r k l a n d S t .

# * # # # # « # # # * * # * * # *
THE AGASSIZ WHISTLER is published

twice a month by the Agassiz Commun
i t y Schoo ls Program fo r the en t i re
n e i g h b o r h o o d . T h e c o s t i s 1 0 ^ p e r
i s s u e . C a l l 8 7 6 - 9 2 6 8 f o r m o r e i n f o r -
m a t i o n o r v i s i t t h e o f fi c e a t 2 8
Sacramento St . We welcome your l i t
e r a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s , l e t t e r s , s u g
gestions, or adve*ti semen t requests.

Kate Mattes, Agassiz Community
Schoo ls Coord ina tor

Jay Lo rd , Ass i s tan t Coord ina to r
J i l l N o r t o n , E d i t o r f o r T h e W h i s t l e r
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tionary cause. The Committee of pub
lic Safety met in the Hastings House
to organize the Provincial Army and
to char t i t s m i l i t a ry tac t i cs . Gen
eral Artemus Ward, commander-in-
chief until Washington took command
on April 19, 1775* also had his head
quarters there. Washington himself
stayed in the house for a few daysbefore moving into the John Vassall
house on Brattle St.

In the nineteenth century the
Hastings house came into the possession of Judge Oliver Wendell, whose
only daughter married the Rev. Abiel
Holmes, minister of the First Parish
Church and author of the first his
tory of Cambridge. The couple lived
in the gambrel-roofed building with
her father; their son Oliver Wendell
Holmes was born there in 1809.
Holmes later wrote of the house in
Poetic Localit ies of Cambridge, "I
should hardly be quite happy if I
could not recal l , at wi l l , the Old
House with the Long Entry and the
White Chamber where I wrote the
first verses that made me known."
These verses were"01d Ironsides,"
the poem that saved the U.S.S. Con
stitution and chronicled the War of
1812 to later generations. The
Holmes family sold their historic
house to Harvard University, which
demolished it in I883. Since the
house appears to have been in good
condition at the time, the reason
for its destruction would seem to
have been to improve the view of the
new Austin Hall.

The significance of Mid Cambridge
in the American Revolution lies in
the meetings held there in the early
years of the war. The earthwork
for t ificat ions were a l lowed to d is in
tegrate, any traces of them having
disappeared long ago. Loss of the
Inman house and of the Has tings-
Holmes house, buildings of real his
toric value to the city and the
country, was unnecessary and unfor
tunate •

* * * * * *

TO MEMBERS OF THE AGASSIZ COMMUNITY:

In the December 21 issue of
The Whistler there was a request for
volunteer dr ivers to del iver surplus
foods to elderly Cambridge residents
who are eligible for this program but
cannot take advantage of it because
of lack o f t ranspor ta t ion.

As a volunteer driver, I would
like strongly to urge other members
of our community who have access to
a car to consider volunteering a
great ly needed serv ice. I t involvesone to two hours, once a month, and
provides an opportunity to become
acquainted with an elderly person
who may not see to many people from
day to day, or who rarely gets out ofthe house except to pick up surplus
foods with a volunteer.

If you can help, call Mrs.
Katherine Mansfield at C.E.O.C. (Cam
bridge Economic Opportunity Commission)at 868-2900. Or, you can call me at
86I+-9081.

S incere ly,
(Mrs.) Phyllis Kornfeld
67 Hammond Street

* * * *

OPENINGS AT NURSERY SCHOOL

The Cambridge Nursery School is
st i l l accept ing enrol lments for next
year for the i r Farrar St . locat ion,
p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r f o u r - y e a r - o l d s .
Applications should be made as soon
as possible.

Cambridge Nursery School is
cooperative. Mrs. Virginia Demos
is enrollment chairman. You can call
her between 8 and 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday at 923-19l|-0.

* * *
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AN INTRODUCTION TO CAMBRIDGE
CITY GOVERNMENT

The City of Cambridge has a Plan
E Charter, which was adopted in I9I4.O
as part of a reform movement that put
an end to the corrupt and inefficient
system which preceded it. Plan E isone of the standard charters authorized
by the Massachusetts Legislature foruse by c i t i e s . I t s d i s t i ngu i sh ing
features are ( l) administration by a
professional City Manager rather than
an e lec ted o ffic ia l , and (2) leg is la
tion by a City Council and a School
Committee elected by proportional re
presentation. These aspects of Plan Eare discussed below:

The City Manager is appointed by the
City Council as the business manager ofthe city. He supervises the adminis
trat ion of al l ci ty departments except
the school department and he is res
ponsible for the city budget.
The City Council is composed of nine
members elected every two years. It
is the legislat ive and pol icy-making
body of the city. As stated above,
i t appoints the City Manager. I t also
elects a Mayor from its own membership.
The Mayor is the presiding officer of
the City Council and a member and the
presiding officer of the School Com
mi t tee .

The School Committee is composed of
seven members—the Mayor plus six per
sons elected every two years. It has
complete control of the public school
system. It decides on school policy
and on the school budget. Perhaps its
most important function is the appoint
ment of all school personnel, includ
ing the Superintendent and the other
senior administrators.

PropoTti6nj6il Representation Voting.
Voting by the proportional represen-tation voting system (called PR) is
designed to provide a City Council
and a School Committee in which the
various groups and geographic areas

Of the city are represented in pro
port ion to the vot ing strength of
each. This has been its effect in
Cambridge, where it has resulted in
representation on the Council and the
School Committee for all of the city's
major ethnic groups and for all sec
t i o n s o f t h e c i t y. U n l i k e p l u r a l i t y
voting, PR cannot result in complete
domination of the city government
by one group. Majority control and
minori ty representat ion are both
assured.

(The information above was prepared
some time ago by the Cambridge Civic
Assoc ia t ion . )

* *

AGASSIZ SCHOOL PTA PROGRAMS

A second Hammer 'n Nails night,
similar to the one held in October,
wil l be held in the school auditor
ium on Tuesday, March 9, from 8 to 11.

Parents and friends handy with
a hammer and saw are invited to come
help build small and large items
needed for classrooms. If you have
them, bring saw (or power saw), ham
mer, nails, and screws. Other equip
ment which would be useful to bring:
coping S8ws, files, sandpaper, clamps.

Watch for the announcement of
an evening meeting late in March con
cerning high school curriculums in
Cambridge. Plans are being made to
have a representative of Cambridge
High and Latin srid of the Pilot School
come to our neighborhood to explain
these two programs.

When civic groups are introduced
to the final candidates for Cambridge
School Superintendent, our area will
be represented by Mrs. Barbara Brower,
for the neighborhood, and Mrs. Joan
Eeenan, for the PTA.
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NEW PLANS FOR ENVIRONMENT GROUP

b y P r i s c i l l a E l l i s
The Agassiz Environment Group has

decided to discontinue its bi-monthly
meetings for the time being. In the 7
months since we began, we have had a
chance to learn a lot about particular
environmental issues, especially in the
area of recycling, and to make contact
with various groups and individuals in
volved in ecological act iv i t ies in the
Boston area. We have also been happy
with the response from the Agassiz
Community to the newspaper recycling
project, which we were forced to dis
continue because collection costs ex
ceeded the diminishing price for waste
paper.

Our decision to suspend regular
neighborhood meetings is based on our
belief that more can be accomplished
if we join a more widely-based group
such as the Sierra Club. During the
last month, several of our members at
tended two meetings sponsored by the
Solid Waste Committee of the Sierra
Club. These meetings made it clear
tha t leg is la t i ve ac t ion i s c ruc ia l i n
the area of recycling, and that it is
di fficult for a small neighborhood
group to make an impact in such an area
by i tse l f . Th is is not to say thatindividual or small group recycl ing
effor ts are negl ig ib le ; ra ther, these
efforts, in combination with continu
ous polit ical lobbying and action, are
necessary to change attitudes and pro
cesses relevant to solid waste dis
posal.

We urge you to alert your repre
sentatives at all levels of government
to the importance of legislation pro
moting the recycling of glass, paper
and metals, and the use of recycled
materials in the manufacture of new
products.

Members of the Agassiz Group plan
to join forces with one or several of
the Sierra Club committees. We also
plan to keep in touch with the Agassiz
Community through The Whistler and

perhaps occasional leaflets. Should
the opportunity arise, we wil l hold
meetings at the school. In the mean
time, we hope you will let us know
of any concerns or ideas you have
about the environment. (Call me at
861|.-1672.)

When the weather gets better, we
may attempt a newspaper recycling
project where people bring their
newspapers to a central location in
the neighborhood, thence to be trans
ported to a recycl ing plant.

* * * * *

SERIES ON CITY GOVERNMENT OPEN TO ALL

During March, the Cambridge
Forum Sunday evening programs spon
sored by the First Church in Cam
br idge, Uni tar ian, wi l l take a
close look at our city government.
These events are free, open to the
public, and are held at 8 p.m. Sun
day evenings at the church at 3
Church St., off Harvard Square.

The League of Women Voters is
CO-sponsor March ll± for, "What Change
for Cambridge Government?". Speakers
will be Mary Newman, former represent
ative to the State Legislature, and
Paul H. Weaver, Assistant Professor
of Government, Harvard University.

On March 21 all prospective (non-
incumbent) city councilors have been
inv i ted to at tend. The evening 's
program is entit led, "What if You
Elect Me?". So far, Charles
Nowiszewski, Leonard Russell, and
William Walsh have accepted.

A working session with the Cam
bridge Police Department, "What
Police Regulations Need Changing?",
with Captain Chester Hall ice,
Chairman of the Rules and Regulations
Committee, will be held March 28.

* * * *
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DIRECTOR-continued from page 1

program without any reference to or
relationship with the citizens whom
she must serve. She has a right to
expect more than that from the chief
executive of the City who is respon
sible for her appointment."

After some discussion, including
Councillors Ackermann and Coates
questioning of Mr. Corcoran, (Corcor
an' s position was that he was acting
legally and that the person the Com
mission recommended was asking for
too much money) three questions were
put to the City Manager by Mrs.
Ackermann.

1) Would he inform Dr. Curtis of
this controversy?

2) Would he reopen the appoint
ments?

3) Would he appoint new Community
Schools Commissioners? (No
minations had been submitted
for vacancies on the board in
August.)

He answered that, yes, he would
inform Dr. Curt is of the si tuat ion,
no, he did not intend to reopen the
appointments, and then turned to Mayor
Vel lucci, asking for nominations for
the Commission.

The apprehension that if Mr. Cor
coran made the director's appointment
in this manner, he might also appoint
neighborhood coordinators, brought
the statement from him, "I will not
change any coordinators."

The issue of the director's ap
pointment pre-empted discussion of the
budget allotted by Mr. Corcoran for
Community Schools' neighborhood pro
grams, which staff and many citizens
in the llj. areas consider inadequate.
Earlier on Monday, March 1st, a re
presentative group had attempted to
meet with him over this matter. They
were told he was too busy preparing
for the evening council meeting.

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS - AN EVALUATION

(Below is a part of a report reques
ted by the City Manager. The authors,
Louis 0!Malley and Geoffrey Pierson,
prepared it while working as interns
in City Administrat ion as part of
their Administration Careers Program
at Harvard.)

The precise impact of the
community schools is d i fficul t to
measure. I t is an avai lable service
which not everyone in Cambridge will
use or probably support. In the
pol i t ical arena in which decisions
are made, it may be more difficult
to defend than a public works pro
gram which affects al l cit izens. .
Yet , g iven the deter iorat ing state
of cities and of neighborhoods with
in these cit ies, municipal govern
ments are observing that psychologi
cal as well as physical conditions
must be maintained and, in some
cases , rehab i l i t a ted .

Cambridge is among the first
cities to recognize and to react to
th is need. I ts dec is ions to inves t
in human resources, and to do so
wholeheartedly, appears to have beena wise one. Instead of creating
an elaborate bureaucracy which might
alienate the very people it seeks
to affect, Cambridge has chosen to
translate i ts concerns for the
human condit ion into a flexible,
accessib le, and local program. I t
has chosen to bring services to
the people instead of bringing people
to the services. In so doing i t has
made city government a much more
humane and popular activity.

* * * * *

The next regular meeting of the
Agassiz Community Schools Council
will be held on March 15th, at
8 p.m. in the school l ibrary.
Everyone in the community is invited.

* * * * * *

* * * * * *


