
October 23, 197^

Introducing Our Community Schools Staff...All can be reached at 876-9268;
2:30-5:00

Kitty Basler, of Wendell St.,
has been a staff person since
12/71. She is the preschool
coordinator and is the coop
kindergarten teacher.

Ken Basler, also of Wendell St.,
joined the Community Schools
Staff in the fal l of 1973. He is
the preteens coordinator.

Jan Potter is our new teen-
adult coordinator. Having grown
up in the Agassiz neighborhood
and attended Agassiz School,
Jan knows the neighborhood well.
He now lives on School St.,
Somervi l le.

Julie Snow is our new community
liaison person. She has had much
administrative experience which should
help her as she tries to pair up
people's needs with available com
munity services. She now lives in
Somervi l le.
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COMMUNITY SCHOOLS PROGRAMS

Two years ago this fall The
Whistler ran the article below to
review for neighborhood people
what the Agassiz Community School
program was all about, as well as
to tell newcomers to our neighbor
hood about it. We've updated it
and are running it again for that
purpose. If you have any questions
or ideas after reading it, please
call 876-9268 Monday thru Thursday
from 2:30 to 5 PM and talk to the
community liaison staff person,
Julie Snow or write the Agassiz
Community School Program at 28Sacramento Street.

Over the past twenty-five
years, community schools programs
have been developed by more than
100 cities In the United States.
Two of the most well-known are
those of Flint, Michigan and New
Haven, Connecticut, but each one
differs at least somewhat from
the others, depending on the needs
and available resources of the
community. The community school
idea, however, is- based on the
fo l lowing points:

A COMMUNITY SCHOOL
-may open at 7:00 AM and re

main open as late as 11:00.
-may remain open seven days

a week and all year round.
-is a place where lots of

people—the very young, the very
old, and the in-betweens as well
as the school-age children—find
interest ing and beneficia l th ings
to do throughout the day as well
as in the late afternoon and
evening.- is a center of co-ordination
for many:~ ofthe activities and
services now present in each
community, such as the city
recreation program, public health
services, and work with the el
derly and with teenagers.

-seeks, where both wise and
possible, to make use of buil
dings and facil it ies in the com
munity in"addit ion to those al
ready found In the public school
p l a n t .

~is a focus of community life
where local ci t izens
iden t i f y t he i r i n te res t s , p rob
lems, needs, and ways of handling
them.

The Cambridge Community Schools
programs started in June of 1969.
There are 1^ individual programs,
one for each of the elementary
school areas in the city. Each of
these 14 individual programs is
controlled by a local community
council which is the decision
making body in their program.

The council meetings are as close
to the traditional New England
town meetings as it is possible to
come in this age of automation and
a l ienat ion . The ent i re communi ty
actually belongs to the council—
there is no set number of members.
Everyone is welcome to join.

The council hires and fires per
sonnel, signs - when possible -
legal documents, sets budget pri
or i t ies, authorizes spending of the
monies and oversees the program
from week to week.

Each neighborhood council has a
major responsib i l i ty to see to i t
that they represent the ideas,
feelings, and concerns of their
local community. They send rep
resentatives to the city-wide Com
munity Schools Advisory Committee.
These representatives express
thei r loca l area 's v iewpoint in
terms of the overall program and
how it affects them. These con
cerns can be fiscal, organizat ional,



The Agassiz Whistlers October 23, 1974

COMMUNITY SCHOOLS PROGRAMS - Continued

staffing, etc. The Advisory Com
mittee, then, is pr imari ly respon
sib le for reflect ing the v iews,
ideas, and opinions of the 14 neigh
borhood councils, and to speak in a
unified voice to the Community
Schools Commission.

The Commission, a body appointed
by the City Manager to oversee
the workings of the Advisory Com
mittee, has the legal respon
sib i l i ty to set po l icy and to
oversee the operation of the prog
ram. In the set t ing o f po l icy,
however, it leans heavily on the
advice of the Advisory Committee.

The Director of Community
Schools has the power to imple
ment the policies set forth by
the Commission. All staff asso
ciated with the program are ad
min is t ra t ive ly respons ib le to
the D i rec to r. A l l dec is ions o f
the Director may be appealed to
the Commission.

At Agassiz, there are two full
time and two part time staff
posi t ions. These staff people,
paid by the city, try to carry
out the counci l 's wishes. For
example, if the council decides
it wants a program for adults in
the evening, the staff, con
sulting at length with neighbor
hood people, would create ideas
for several possible programs.
The council then decides which,
if any, of the programs they
wan t . Nex t , i t i s t he s t a f f ' s
responsibi l i ty to make that
program a reality—space must
be found for the act ivi ty,
volunteers (neighborhood people,
outside professionals) may be
needed, supplies and equipment
must be bought or found.
In addition to this work, the
sta ff i s lega l ly respons ib le
for the control and use of the
school after school hours.

These programs which are created
and controlled by the council are
funded by the city. Each year
the City Council passes a budget
for the total , c i ty-wide program,
ifiach individual council gets an
equal share of this budget. Other
sources of money for the programs ar
are small fees charged for some ac
tivities and money raised in
various ways by the neighborhood.
Grants can also be applied for by
community groups.

The Agassiz-program then is yours—
it grows if and how you want it to.
The staff is present to implement
the wishes of the council, the council
is made up of anyone who wishes to
attend counci l meet ings. I t is one
of the few organizations in this, or
any other city which is DIRECTLY
RESPONSIBLE TO THE PEOPLE IT SERVES.

COUNCIL MEETING- - Oct. 30, 8:00 PM

Agassiz School Library.

Agenda - 1)Introduction of NEW STAFF
2 Representatives from

Sanc tua ry, I nc . , w i l l
explain their program
and future in this neigh
borhood

3)Programs - What's going
on. Come with new ideas.

4)Future Plans.

If you have any issues that you
would like to have brought up at
the next council meeting, please
call Julie Snow, the Community
Liaison Staff person at 876-9268.
It can then be placed on the agenda.

Don't forget to ask for your
Whistler if you have not been
r e c e i v i n g i t . J u s t c a l l 8 7 6 -
9268 or 491-5655.
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Let's Do our Part for the Dept.
of Public Works

Now that our neighborhood streets
are being cleaned once a month
(instead of once a year!) it only
seems fair to cooperate as best we can.
Her© are two requests:

1. Don't park your car on that side
of the street that has been posted.

2. The day before the cleaning
(which is announced in the Cambridge
Chronicle every month) and is pos
ted on the streets just prior to
the cleaning days) please sweep
off your sidewalk into the street.
Then at the end of the day both
sidewalkxand street are- clean!

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING
GROUP

The Agassiz Neighborhood Plan
ning Group, continuing into i ts
third year, Is a community organ
ization concerned with the future
development of the Agassiz Neigh
borhood.

A.N.P.G. was formed in 1972 when
it became apparent to several res
idents, who had banded together
tp oppose zoning variances for high
rise apartments on Prentiss St.,
that a standing organization was
necessary to insure quick mobil
ization when required for isolated
issues and to provide continuity
and direction for the community
planning concerns.

Since its formation, A.N.P.G.
has been instrumental in focusing
community attention on a number of
issues. The following are some of
the topics A.N.P.G. has dealt with:

I. Harvard and Lesley
The Presence of two major
ins t i tu t ions w i th l im i ted land
resources on the border of the
neighborhood constitutes an
obvious concern, especially when
the accelerated rate of neigh
borhood land<purchases by both

i ns t i t u t i ons i s t aken i n to
account . A.N.P.G. has t r ied
to respond to th is real i ty
by (1) focusing community
a t ten t ion on tho ac t i v i t i es
o f t he i ns t i t u t i ons w i t h
regard to purchase of land,
building programs etc. and
(2) in fo rming the ins t i tu t ions
of neighborhood concern over
thei r po l ic ies and act ions.
Specific issues that have
been dealt with include the
Sacks Estate, Sacramento Field,
Lesley Day Care Ctr., ins
t i tut ional purchase of prop
erty and the Harvard Report.

II. Rezoning
A.N.P.G. has had as one of
its major goals the estab-
l ishemtn of zoning d is t r ic ts
wh ich i t fee ls w i l l a l low
for the preservation and
growth of a family oriented
residentai l neighborhood.
Existing zoning was det
r imenta l to th is e f fo r t and
consequenlty rezoning had tobe pe t i t ioned fo r.

The Northern area bounded
by Oxford St. and Mass. Ave.
down to Garfield St. was suc
cessfully rezoned from C2 to
CI. At present two more re-
zonings are in the works and
are soon coming before council:
the rezoning of Business A
Dis t r ic ts which a ffec ts the
Mass Ave side of the Neighbor
hood and a C3 to CI rezoning
of the 2 block Wendell to Gar-
field/Mass Ave to Oxford area.

Th is la t te r i s bo th c ruc ia l
and by no means a certainty.
It will come before the Council
on Oct. 21 and all Agassiz
Members are urged to attend.
A petition has been circulated
that supports the proposal
and these will be presented
on the 21st.



A.N.P.G. cont.
What is at stake is the future

development of the Sacramento
Field area where Harvard owns con
siderable property, and the north
side of WendeAl St. where devel
opers have immediate plans to
erect twelve story luxury apt.
bu i l d ings .
III. Land_Ownership

A.N.P.G. has conducted a
survey of property owner
ship based on information
available from the asses
sor's office and the reg
is t ra r o f deeds . Th is i n
formation is useful in detec
ting patterns of land assem
blage in absentee owners.

I V. T r a f fi c
Particular concern has been
di rected to the t ra ffic on
Oxford St. and Its future
as a neighborhood artery.
Discussions have centered
around the possibi l i ty of
closing Oxford St. to thru
t r a f fi c . A f u t u r e i s s u e
under this heading will be
the Red Line extension of
the MBTA.

Jim Herold

Ed. note: We will provide a
first hand account of the
City Council meeting and
its subsequent decision
and effect on the neigh
borhood zoning problem.

THE COMING OF WINTER
Winter is l ike a b lustery v is i tor

who comes uninvited to track your
floors with snow and leave your
door ajar to the cold, yet makes
good company when the day is done
and the fireplace takes over as
host . N ie tzsche sa id i t n ice ly
in re ferr ing to winter as " . . .a
bad guest that sits with me at
home; my hands are blue with his
fr iendly handshakes."
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In the country, coldness is
measured not only by the ther
mometer but also by the wind.
It is when the farmhouse cur
tains move with the draft, and
fireplace smoke puffs out into
the room, that cold really pen
etrates and makes itself most
known.

When snow has piled up around
the frame farmhouse or barn it
is easier to keep it warm, for
snow actually keeps out the wind.
This is the time of year that the
old-t ime farmer pi led dried leaves
and cornstalks around the base of
his barn and around the north side
of his house. He probably learned
this tr ick from the rabbits and
mice that tenanted every snow-cov
ered pi le of cornstalks in the
fie lds . But ' / toe Ind ians knew i t
too; a l l a long the t ra i ls of two
hundred years ago there were
"brush shelters" that were men
tioned in ear ly wri t ings of cross
country t ravelers. George
Washington often spent the night
in a brush shelter during his sur
vey ing days.

The brush shelter was simply a
leanto of sticks and dried leaves
that backed against the north and
during the winter gathered a
roofing of snow. By bui lding afire on the south side, or by
hanging a blanket over the opening,
the traveler was assured of a com
fortable place to rest during a*ie
bad snowstorm.

(Reprinted from Eric Sloane's
Almanac and Weather Forecaster,
Duell, Sloan and Pearce - Little,
Brown, Copyright 1955. The textof this book, by a New England
au tho r, i s i l l us t ra ted w i th h i s
sketches.)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Don't forget the next Council
meeting; Wed. October 30, 8:00
PM.
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THE AGASSIZ COMMUNITY CHILDREN'S
SCHOOL

The Agassiz Community Children's
School serves approximately 60
families whose children range in
age from 2 to 6. The program is
housed in 2 separate locations:
the Preschool (ages 2-5) is located
in the North Avenue Congregational
Church, 1803 Mass. Ave., the Coop
Kindergarten is located in the Com
munity Schools Room at the Agassiz
Elementary School, 28 Sacramento St.

Both programs operate from 8:30 AM
to 2:30 PM. The Preschool offers an
option of a part-time, half-day schedule and give priority to neighborhood
families; the Cooperative Kindergarten
extends the school day from 8:30 to
2:30 for children already attending
a half-day kindergarten session and
gives pr ior i ty to those at tending
the Agassiz Public Kindergarten.

Both programs are open-structure
oriented and are parent cooperatives -
requiring parent involvement in the
classroom and for other jobs which
maintain the smooth functioning of
the school. The current enrollment
limit at the Preschool is 32 fam
ilies with age and sex balancing
as p r io r i t i es . The cur ren t enro l
lment limit at the Cooperative
Kindergarten is 22, 11 children in
the morning session, 11 in the af
ternoon session and 22 for a lunch
session of 45 minutes.

Currently both programs are fully
enrol led. For more informat ion,
contact the Preschool Parent Ad
min is t ra tor^ Phyl l is Kornfe ld a t
547-9355 from 8:45 AM - 10 AM,
Mon.-Thurs.; contact the Pres-
chool-Kdg. Coordinator, Katherine
Basler, at 876-3472 from 8:30 AM-
2:30 PM, Mon.-Friday.

The Agassiz Whistler is published
mid-monthly by the Agassiz Community
Schools Program for the entire neigh
borhood. If you have any information,
want ads, services, etc. that you
would like to have printed in the Whistler, please call 876-9268 or 491-5655

SANCTUARY, INC. MOVES INTO
AGASSIZ

Within the next few months,
The Sanctuary, Inc., a non
profi t educat iona l o rgan iza t ion
wil l be moving into the building
at 20 Sacramento Street formerly
occupied by the Afro-American
Cu l tu ra l Cen te r. (The In te r
national Day Care Center will
also remain in that building).

The Sanctuary offers educational
workshops in areas such as drug
education and helping ski l ls.
Groups are offered to parents,
teachers, adolescents, and agen
cy staffs from Cambridge, Somer
vi l le, and other local com
munit ies. There are also special
programs such as outdoor activity
group for youth 12-14 and sup
port groups for women 35-60.

The Sanctuary expects to ex
pand i ts already act ive relat ion
ship with the Agassiz community.
Community use of the space at 20
Sacramento Street has already
been discussed. Community School
Coordinators have been talking
with Sanctuary representatives
about use of space for community
schoo l o f fices . Add i t i ona l i deas
would be welcomed.

The Sanctuary has been neg
ot iat ing wi th Harvard Univers i ty,
owners of the building, for ex
tens ive renovat ions ( in te r io r
and exter ior) of the bui ld ing.
Harvard's response has been
most generous. A new paint job
is expected short ly.

Several Sanctuary staff members
will be at the Agassiz Community
meeting Wednesday, October 30,
1974 at 8 :00 p.m.

Sanctuary staff are excited
by the prospect of the move to 20
Sacramento and are looking forward
to meeting community members.
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HAUNTED HOUSE - CHILDREN'S MUSEUM
We have free tickets to the

Haunted House at the Children's
Museum. If you could take 2-5
additional kids at a time con
venient to your schedule (after
noons, weekends, holiday) from now
unti l Halloween it would real ly
help. Call Ken at 876-9268
M-F 2:30-5:00.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

HALLOWEEN PARTY AT AGASSIZ
The 2nd Annual Agassiz Halloween

Party will take place Thursday, Oct.
31 from 6:30-9:30 at the School -
Everyong Welcome - Dunking for
apples, donuts on a string, games,a prize for everyone in costume,
haunted house.
Volunteers needed - Pot-luck snack
table (no candy)
Call the Community School
876-9268 for more information.
Mon-Friday 2:30 - 5:00

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

MONDAY Gym Hockey 2:45-3:30
Grades 2-0
Creative Movement 3:30-5:00
In the gym.
grades.

Open to all

TUESDAY Drop-In 2:30-5:00 Open to
a l l g rades . W i l l no t s t a r t
on Tuesdays until Oct. b.
Drop-In consists of act ' iv i t ie
and events going on in the
Library- study, chess and
checkers
Art Rm. - special art pro
jects, woodworking, etc.
Gym - structured physical
a c t i v i t i e s
Community School Rm. -
Board games, sand table,
blocks, resource books, etc.
Gymnastics 2:30-4:30.
Limited to 25.

Wi l l inc lude floor exerc ises
(tumbling, mat work, etc.)
and use of equipment (parallel
bars, horse, balance beam, etc.)This class will begin on Nov.
5.
Piano 6:00-7:00 Beginning piano
for ages 7 and older. Limited
t o fi r s t fi v e t h a t r e g i s t e r .
There will be a charge of $8.00
for 10 lessons.

Gui tar 7:00-8i00 Beginner
8:00-9:00 Advanced begin

ner
Limited to the first 14 that
sign up (7 per class). There wil l
be a charge of $8.00 for 10
lessons

WEDNESDAY Drop-In 2:30-5:00
Will start Wed. Oct. 2
See Tuesday for description
Special Art Rm. event. Pottery
Workshop.
Drama 2:30-4:00 Limited in num
ber. Please register in advance
Open to grades 4-8
THURSDAY Gym Hockey 2:30-3:30

Ballet 3:30-4:30 In the gym.
Beginning ballet for grades K.-
6 Open to both boys and girls
There wi l l be ten ini t ia l c lasses
and the cost will be $10.00

Pottery 2:30-4:00 Open to grades
4-!-tJ Limited size-pre-register
s Wi l l start wi th hand bui ld ing

and then into wheel throwing
In the Art Rm.

FRIDAY Drama for adults
2:30-5:015 See Ken for more
d e t a i l s .

Field Trips 2 50-5:00 Small
groups to go places in Camb. &
Boston Reachable by public
Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n . L i m i t e d t o fi r s t
10 that sign up. Cost $.50
fo r t ranspor ta t i on .
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AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM cont.

Oct. 26 - Haunted House - Children's
Museum

Nov. 1 - New England Aquarium
Nov. 8 - Camb. Police Station
SATURDAY Football 9:30-11:30
Sacramento Field Open to every-
one-boys and girls Tag Football
Harvard Football We have tickets
for the Harvard iHome Games - Free
This is a great family outing and
we'l l all go in a group. Sign up
in advance.

REGISTRATION FOR ALL ABOVE PROGRAMS
CONDUCTED MONDAY-FRIDAY 2:30-5:00
IN THE COMMUNITY SCHOOL'S ROOM
CALL 876-9268 for more information.

The next P.T.A. Meeting will be
on Tues., Nov. 12 at 8 PM in
the School Library.

Planned Agenda:

1) Jim Herold will present a
master plan for landscaping
the school grounds.

2) Discussion
deals with
ava i lab le t
Emotional ly
Handicapped
Representat
and Office
be present
pact of the
School.

of Law 766 which
the school services
o Phys ica l ly,
, Perceptual lyChi ld ren,
ive from School Dept.
fo r Ch i ld ren w i l l
to discuss the im-
Law on the Agassiz

BULLETIN BOARD
Note: For further information on

community related notices
please call Julie Snow, the
new Community-Liaison staff
person, at 876-9268 between
the hours of 2:30-5:00

Goings On:
Harvard Home Football Games:
Community Schools has free
tickets to these games. This
is a great family outing and
we' l l a l l go in a group. Sign
up in advance 876-9268.

Neighborhood Needs:
Volunteers Needed: We need volun-
teers for after school and evening
programs. I f you have a ski l l
you would like to share; leather
craft , jewelry making, chess etc.,
or would like to help out in the
existing programs; art, gym, pot
tery, game room etc., please getin touch Mon-Fri 2:30-5:00 at
876-9268 or stop by the community
school room. We are able to pro
vide the variety of programs at
l itt le or no cost because of vol
unteers. I f we are to cont inue
we need your help.

Future Whis t le rs : In order to
print the monthly Whist ler ef
ficiently, we need your help!
We need people to: write or sug
g e s t a r t i c l e s , D i s t r i b u t e ( fl y e r )
the paper on their own streets,
and suggest improvements. If
you can help out with any of the
above, please call Abby Clark at
491-5&55. Also if you have not
received a Whistler and wish to,
p lease ca l l .
Want Ads

After School Playgroup for Girls,
ages 6-8. Tr ips, Cooking, Art
work. Tues., Wed. or Thurs.
af ternoon, 2 :30-5:30. Cal l Ms.Michel Lindsley 868-2038.

Experienced Babysitter, Carl
Bauer is avai lable for babysi t t ing
7 days/wk from about 7 PM - 12 PM.
Call 492-5837.

Note: The Agassiz Community School
keeps a l ist of baby-si t ters
available for most hours in
th is ne ighborhood. Ca l l
876-9268 M-F 2:30-5:00 if
you wish to be put on the
l is t or need a baby-s i t ter.
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CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

October 14, Columbus Day

October 28, Veteran's Day

November 28, 29, Thanksgiving
Days

December 21-January 1,
Xmas Days

February 15-23, Winter
Va c a t i o n

March 28, Good Friday

A p r i l 1 9 - 2 7 , S p r i n g
Va c a t i o n

May 26, Memorial Day

June 17, Bunker Hil l Day

Last scheduled day of c lasses
June 25, 1975

DO YOU WANT THE WHISTLER?

Call 876-9268 or 491-5655

Or c l ip th is coupon and ma i l i t
o r drop i t o f f a t 28 Sacramento St . ,
Community Schools Room.

Yes! I want the Whis t le r

Name

ft-ddress

D I can he lp d is t r ibu te the paper on my s t reet
once a month, once every two months, etc.


