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ANC News
Notes from the June 16 Meeting
Incident at Sacramento Field Sparks Concern
“This is not the message I want in my neighborhood park. It should be inclusive,” stated a
Sacramento Street resident and witness to an
incident between a group using the field and
Cambridge Police that followed a complaint
from an abutter.
The resident described the situation as:
	. . . a fantastic field soccer game going on
and a leashed dog that was barking. I think
the neighbor called the police because of
the dog, but I felt there was a lot of physical hostility in the officers’ approach to the
Hispanic students.
Deputy Superintendent Jack Albert, accompanied by Sergeant Paul Oppedisano, agreed
with the neighbor’s account. “The officer who
responded wasn’t familiar with the park regu-

lations,” he explained. “We’ve issued a policy
on how to respond to these types of calls. We
apologize and hope it won’t happen again.”
Paul Ryder, Cambridge’s Director of Recreation,
detailed the rules for field usage:
•	The Recreation Department grants permits to Maria L. Baldwin School, Agassiz
Baldwin Children’s Programs, and athletic
groups (youth.)
•	Because of Sacramento Field’s small size, the
Recreation Department does not issue permits for formal adult athletic use.
•	Casual groups must yield the field to groups
with permits.
•	Park rules are enforced with the help of the
Cambridge Police Department. Regulations
include hours of usage, leash requirements
for dogs, and restrictions on alcoholic beverages and loud music.
Condition of the Park
Residents reported Sacramento Field to be
neglected and in need of repairs. There are
plans to renovate the park in the future. The
Department of Public Works is responsible for
general maintenance.
  NEXT ANC MONTHLY MEETING
Sept. 15 - 7:30 PM
Maud Morgan Arts
20 Sacramento Street, rear
2D Studio, 2nd Floor
AGENDA
• Singlestream Recycling with Recycling
Director Randi Mail
• Upcoming Renovations to Cambridge
Common with Bill Deignan of Cambridge
Community Development
• Maud Morgan Arts Fall Programs and
Grand Opening Event
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Off-leash Hours for Dogs?
Mr. Ryder stated that the city’s policy is not to
allow dogs off leash in parks associated with
schools. Amending this decision requires a
neighborhood process.
Council Letter
ANC voted to write and send a letter to Lisa
Peterson, Commissioner of Public Works, to
request that Sacramento Field be renovated as
soon as possible, particularly in light of the fact
that the Agassiz neighborhood has few public
open spaces. Mr. Ryder agreed to support the
recommendation and suggested that neighbors
note what needs fixing and include these items
in the letter.
Trees, Sidewalks, & Safety: Improvements to
Mass. Ave. Corridor
“Mass. Ave. is our public space, but it doesn’t
look like public space in any way,” stated
Dennis Carlone, Neighborhood Nine resident
and owner of Carlone & Associates, an architecture and urban design firm.
Mr. Carlone is one participant in a small group
of residents from Agassiz, Neighborhood Nine,
and Porter Square who have been working to
improve Mass. Ave. between the Cambridge
Common and Porter Square. Over the past
months, the group compiled a list of improvements they wish to see on the Ave. They’ve
met and found support with various city departments, as well as the Mayor’s office.
Changes they believe will help give a flavor
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and standard character to Mass. Ave. include:
improving the condition of sidewalks, improving safety and crossings as they relate to pedestrian and vehicle traffic, and planting trees.
They expect to use funds already committed by
Harvard and Lesley Universities to split the cost
of a consultant to perform a study and come up
with a comprehensive plan. They anticipate that
projects will then be completed in stages over a
number of years.
Residents of the area were invited to review a
report and bring their questions and suggestions
to the June 16 ANC meeting. The report can
be found online at www.agassiz.org (click on the
Neighborhood Council tab and download the
file “Mass. Ave. Report Updated 5-27-10.”)
Trees
The group has met with the city arborist and is
considering how trees can be planned for sustainability. They discovered:
•	A century back, Mass. Ave. hosted many
large trees that were cut down when the
sidewalks were narrowed to widen the
vehicular roadway.
•	The cost of planting trees is $100-300 per
tree.
•	The current average life span of a city tree is
just eight to fifteen years.
•	Using more pervious paving materials or
longer tree pits would allow more water
to reach tree roots and help trees grow to
maturity.
Sidewalks
Over the years, Mass. Ave. between the
Cambridge Common and Porter Sq. has been
trimmed of sidewalk space. Pedestrian access
and safety must be improved:
•	Agassiz’s side of the Ave. offers thirteen feet
of walking space.
• Neighborhood Nine’s side has just eleven.
•	The sidewalk in front of Commonwealth
Lock is unusually narrow, with the bus stop
shelter and a public telephone jutting out.
•	A more consistent, easier-to-repair method
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of concrete paving is suggested.
•	The group proposes that the city install
pedestrian crossings at more intersecting
streets to reduce jaywalking and also benefit
local retail.
•	The group proposes “bump outs” at the
crossings to improve pedestrian safety.
Public Interest
The group is considering installing plaques
emphasizing the area’s interesting and important
history.
In the discussion, Council members made the
following comments:
•	It’s important to improve sidewalk safety for
older people, people with limited mobility,
parents with strollers, and everyone else.
•	The Porter Square T station “open space” is
an eyesore. Also, the commuter rail side of
the MBTA at Porter Square needs a
redesign.
•	This is a good plan, but can it be more
ambitious?
•	We need a U-turn-around permission for
cars to change directions.
•	The median strip is high and difficult for
people to step up to.
• Bikes should be banned from all sidewalks.
•	The concurrent pedestrian crossing with
traffic is a problem.
•	Sidewalk dining should be reviewed and better defined as accessing “no more than half
the sidewalk.”
•	The curb cuts at the gas station on Garfield
should be reduced.
“Kudos to the committee!” stated Cambridge
City Councillor Sam Seidel, who serves on
the city’s Neighborhood Long-term Planning
Committee. “We need to build these ideas into
the city’s overall discussion. Keep it up!”
Please speak up! Send your suggestions, comments, and concerns to Ron Axelrod at ronaldaxelrod@aol.com and/or Councillor Seidel at
sseidel@cambridgema.gov.
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Public Access to Norton’s Woods
Recent heavy rains have brought to surface tensions among some neighbors who frequent and
walk their dogs in Norton’s Woods, a forested
area between Irving and Beacon Streets owned
by Harvard University and managed by the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. At
the council meeting, residents expressed dismay
and concern following closure of the woods due
to, as indicated by the Academy, damage from
flooding caused by the severe rains in March.
Norton’s Woods (home to the original ANC
Outback Summer Program) was leased by
Harvard University to the Academy in 1978, following many years of neighborhood opposition
to Harvard’s plans for developing the site. The
Academy received a variance to build with the
condition that it provide “reasonable community
access” to the grounds. Some neighbors present claimed that communication problems have
been long-standing.
“We shouldn’t have to do this every five years,”
one resident told the council.
Another resident said, “A sign went up, but
nothing else was done. Next we knew, they
abruptly changed the rules for the park, including the times the public could use it. Once the
park was re-opened, we were met by Harvard
Police! The public hasn’t been allowed a dialogue and therefore have been forced into a
reactive mode.”
The neighbors want better communication with
and access to the decision-making bodies of
the Academy and questioned the legitimacy of
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renting the Academy’s facilities for catering and
private events.
Resident Joel Bard stated, “This sounds like an
issue of communication. It doesn’t seem that
the closings are frequent. Also Harvard and the
Academy can’t just cut off public access, they
have to honor the variance.”
An overall list of concerns included:
• Who determines gate closings?
• Poor stewardship of the area
• Damage to native plants
•	Poor or no access to the academy’s administration
• Lack of proper signage
•	Fear that the trees in Norton Woods are
being reduced
•	Neighbors should have input on how the
area is preserved for posterity
•	Do events booked at the Academy require
that the woods be closed? (The Academy
responded “No.”)
•	The woods are “not just a dog playground”
and shouldn’t be treated as such
After neighbors voiced their concerns, Mark
Robinson, Chief Operating Officer, and Paul
Karoff, Director of Communications, for the
Academy, responded by thanking the neighbors
for their feedback and providing a schedule for
work to improve conditions in Norton’s Woods.
Following the June 16 meeting, the Academy
supplied additional information to be included
with the minutes. Please read below.
Academy’s Notice to Neighbors
Prepared by Paul Karoff, Director of Communications
for the Academy

In response to the concerns raised, the Academy
would like its Agassiz neighbors to know the
following:
•	The Academy’s grounds at Norton’s Woods
are now open from 7 AM to 7 PM seven
days a week.
•	We recognize that communication about
the recent changes has not been as effective
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as it might have been. We are committed to
improved communication with the neighborhood and will continue to share updates
as new information is available. If you would
like to be on an email list for this purpose,
please contact us at 			
community@amacad.org.
•	The recent closures of the Academy grounds
were necessary due to extensive damage to
our property following the severe rains in
March.
•	A significant portion of the lower woods
was affected, which created unsafe conditions, including falling trees. For safety reasons, we were advised to limit access to the
grounds.
•	To prevent entry into the most compromised area, a section of the woods was temporarily fenced off. Given the reduced area,
the gates on Beacon and Irving Streets were
opened for pedestrian use only.
•	The Academy retained professional arborists
and civil engineers to evaluate the condition
of the lower woods. Based on their recommendations, work to remove a number of
trees that were dead or dying due to floodrelated root damage took place in June.
•	Members of the community, including their
dogs, are now welcome on the property.
Owners must keep their dogs on leash and
remember to clean up after them.
•	We apologize again for the inconvenience
these storm-related closures have caused.
Thank you for your continuing patience as
we work to ensure that the Norton’s Woods
property is safe for the enjoyment of all visitors.
ABC Board Report
“This past year has been extremely busy for the
board but things are going well,” stated Miriam
Goldberg, ABC Board Co-chair.
Mrs. Goldberg reported that the board has
been reviewing the agency’s overall budget to
make the most of existing resources, review
expenditures, and make wise economic choices.
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The board is happy to report that enrollment
for Outback Summer Program is strong and
construction of the Maud Morgan Visual Arts
Center (MMVAC) will be completed shortly.
MMVAC will host a summer intensive program
for middle school students and roll out programming for artists and art-lovers of all ages in
fall 2010.
Mrs. Goldberg encouraged council members to
bring items of concern to the board’s attention
by contacting Stephen Diamond, ANC meeting
chair and ABC board director.

Community
Family & Community Barbecue
Potluck 2010
This year’s annual Family & Community
Barbecue Potluck will be held on Wednesday,
September 22 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. The event
will feature music by songwriter, slide guitarist,
and Outback Summer Program parent Jeremy
Lyons, as well as an opportunity, sponsored by
the Living Well Network, to try one’s skills on
our new bocce court.
What will YOU bring?
Help us take the “luck” out of this year’s potluck by bringing a side dish, fruit, salad, dessert,
drinks, or chips to share. ABC will supply hotdogs, hamburgers, a veggie option, and drinks.
Date: 		
Wednesday, September 22
Time: 		
5:30-7:00 PM
Location: 	20 Sacramento Street, beside the
new Maud Morgan Arts center
Everyone Is Welcome! Please remember that
children must be accompanied by adults.
For more information, call (617) 349-6287 x10 or
email psinclair@agassiz.org.
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Maud Morgan Arts Fall Events
Maud Morgan Arts First Faculty
Show
See information on page 7.
Maud Morgan Arts Fall Term Begins
Classes begin on Thursday, September 16. Will
we see you there? Register for classes online at
www.maudmorganarts.org.
“Maud Morgan: The Prints 1969-1976”
Enjoy a rare view of Maud Morgan’s original
prints created between 1969-1976 at the Art
Institute of Boston (AIB) Gallery.
When:		September 7-October 16
Opening Reception September
16, 6-8 PM
Where: 	AIB Gallery at University Hall,
1815 Mass. Ave.
Maud Morgan Arts Grand Opening 		
Celebration
Celebrate the grand opening of our long-awaited
art center and partake in a variety of activities,
including: art center tours, art demonstrations,
view “The Object as Subject,” featuring work by
Fay Chandler in the newly renamed Fay Chandler Gallery, and enjoy refreshments and activities for the whole family.
What:		Maud Morgan Arts Grand
Opening Celebration
When:		
Wednesday, October 6, 5-7 PM
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Where:		Maud Morgan Arts, 20
Sacramento Street, rear
Dedication of Fay Chandler Gallery
In appreciation of artist Fay Chandler’s commitment to arts education and Maud Morgan Arts,
the Sacramento Street Gallery is being renamed
the Fay Chandler Gallery. Also, join us for the
opening of Fay Chandler’s new show “The Object as Subject.”
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Phoebe Sinclair at psinclair@agassiz.org.

Agassiz Baldwin
Children’s Programs
Sign Up for SACRAMENTO STREET 
PRESCHOOL

When:		September 28-October 8;
Public Reception: Wednesday,
October 6, 5-7 PM
Where:		Fay Chandler Gallery, 		
20 Sacramento Street

Sacramento Street Preschool for children age
two years and nine months through four years
begins on Tuesday, September 7th. We are
currently full for the fall. Please contact Emma
Mrozicki, Early Education Site Director, to
schedule a tour or inquire about our waitlist:
(617) 349-6287 x14 or emrozicki@agassiz.org.

Help Us Create An Agassiz 		
Baldwin Walking Path

REGISTER NOW FOR AGASSIZ 		
BALDWIN AFTERSCHOOL

Community-member Seddon Wylde and the
Living Well Network seek six to seven volunteers to help organize an Agassiz Baldwin
walking path. This path/trail will constitute a
forty-minute (walking) route though the neighborhood that will identify famous and not-so-famous buildings, trees and shrubs, locally nesting
birds, and more.

Agassiz Baldwin Afterschool is currently enrolling for the 2010/11 school year. Our popular
out-of-school time program for children entering
kindergarten through fifth grade will begin on
Wednesday, September 8th for 1-5th grades and
Monday, September 13th for Kindergarten.

Volunteers are needed to help research the details of thirty places of interest, with each person
responsible for five. Our goal is to eventually
create a booklet/brochure designed and illustrated by local artists that would also be for sale.
Want to volunteer or learn more? Contact
Seddon Wylde at srwweaves@comcast.net or

Attend an Open House
We invite you to attend an open house to learn
more about our program and meet the teachers
and enrolled families.
1-5th Grade Open House
Date & Time:		Tuesday, September 7th,
3:30-5:30 PM
Kindergarten Open House
Date & Time: 		
Friday, September 10th,
3:30-5:30 PM
Daily Choices
Daily choices offered by our afterschool teaching staff include arts and crafts, science, cooking,
outside and gym activities, and games. Children
may also sign up for classes with our specialist
teachers. Specialist offerings for this fall include:
Mondays:
Taekwondo (K-2 grade)
Tuesdays:
Dance with Sunny Hitt
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Wednesdays: 	Sports Club and Cooking with
Kids
Thursdays: 	The Agassiz Players (Drama
Club) with Danny Bolton
Fridays:	Taekwondo (both K-2 and 3-5
grade)
Monday to
Thursday: 	Individual piano or cello lessons
with Sarvi Moshfegh
NEW: Maud Morgan Arts Classes
New this year, each child will get to choose one
specialized art class per year from our new Maud
Morgan Arts center offerings. This class will be
included in the afterschool tuition. Details will
follow soon on our website.
Register Now
To register for Agassiz Baldwin Afterschool, or
learn how you can apply for a scholarship, visit
our website at www.agassiz.org and click on
“Afterschool” under Children’s Programs. Enrollment is on a first-come first-served basis and
spaces are limited.

City Wide
CCTV’s Backyard BBQ
Cambridge Community TV (CCTV) announces
its 2010 Backyard BBQ Fundraiser, scheduled
for Thursday, September 16, beginning at 5:30
PM. This year’s theme is “On the Move.” As
it may be CCTV’s last BBQ in Central Square,
raising funds for our core programs, such as our
youth program, is more important than ever!
Come out and help us celebrate our past fifteen
years in Central Square, while looking forward
to exciting opportunities.
The BBQ will feature food from dozens of local
restaurants, live music from the award-winning
Afro-beat and Soul band Zili Misik, a silent
auction featuring unique items for all tastes and
budgets, and the presentation of the Leading
Role Awards.
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Tickets:	$55 for the general public, $90
for two, $35 for students, seniors,
and unemployed individuals, $18
for children under twelve.
To purchase tickets, visit CCTV online at cctvcambridge.org/store or drop by 675 Mass. Ave.
For information, call (617) 661-6900 or visit
www.cctvcambridge.org/bbq.

Sacramento
Street Gallery
MMA First Faculty Show
Fay Chandler Gallery presents the first Maud
Morgan Arts Faculty Show. The show runs
from September 7 to September 23, 2010. Join
us for the Teachers’ Open House and Artists’
Reception (in the gallery.) Visit our website at
www.agassiz.org for the list of participating artists.
Teachers’ Open House
Date & Time: 		Monday, September 13,
2:30-4:30 PM
Artists’ Reception
Date & Time: 		Monday, September 13,
4:30-6:30 PM
Gallery hours: 10 AM-5 PM, weekdays.

Community Calendar
September 2010
Monday, September 13		

2:30-6:30 PM

Maud Morgan Arts First Faculty Show, Teachers’ Open
House and Artists’ Reception, Fay Chandler Gallery, 		
20 Sacramento Street

Wednesday, September 15		

6:00-7:30 PM

ABC Board Meeting, 20 Sacramento St., 2nd Floor
Public welcome

Wednesday, September 15		

7:30-9:00 PM

ANC Meeting (see page 1 for agenda)
Maud Morgan Arts, 20 Sacramento St., rear, 2D Studio (see
additional information below) - All are welcome
First day classes, Maud Morgan Arts

Thursday, September 16
Thursday, September 16		

6:00-8:00 PM

“Maud Morgan: The Prints 1969-1976” opens at the AIB
Gallery, University Hall, 1815 Mass. Ave.

Wednesday, September 22		

5:30-7:00 PM

Annual Family & Community Barbecue Potluck, 		
20 Sacramento Street

The Whistler is published monthly September - June by the Agassiz Baldwin Community, distribution 2,000. Call (617)
349-6287 to receive by mail or email. The newsletter is also posted each month online at www.agassiz.org. Items of
interest to the neighborhood may be submitted for consideration no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication date.
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Agassiz Neighborhood Council
20 Sacramento Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
P: (617) 349-6287 F: (617) 497-4388
www.agassiz.org

DO NOT FORWARD

News News News!
• ANC Meetings have moved to the Maud
Morgan Arts Center, 20 Sacramento Street,
rear. They will be located in the 2D studio on
the second floor.
• K
 eep with up with Agassiz Baldwin and the
greater Cambridge community by visiting our
website at www.agassiz.org

