
Outback Summer Program 2014 
Agassiz Baldwin Community 
20 Sacramento Street  

       Cambridge, MA 02138 
 

June 16th, 2014 
 

Dear Outback Families, 
 

We welcome our new and returning famil ies to a fun-f i l led summer adventure! In this 
document you will find a Fact Sheet, Calendar, Staff Listing, Staff Contact Directory and several additional items. 
You will also need to download the Family Handbook from the Outback Summer Program page of our website 
(http://agassiz.org/childrens-programs/outback/). You’ll receive specific information on field trips and special 
events each week via email. Please make sure to review all information carefully.  

 
Medical Forms 

• Medical forms (proof of a physical within the past 2 years and immunization record) must be turned in 
prior to your child(ren) attending Outback.  Please have your doctor mail or fax to us: 617-497-4388. 
Children wi l l  not be al lowed to attend Outback without these on f i le .   

• If your child requires medication (prescription or non-prescription) while onsite at Outback, you must 
complete a medication consent form and an Individualized Health Plan, which is available upon request. 
Please request this now, as you will need to have it signed by your child’s physician before your child 
attends the program. 
 

Forms 
• Permissions must be submitted before your child can attend Outback. Please download this form from our 

website and send in as soon as possible to 20 Sacramento Street.  
 
Piano Lessons 

• Vickie Chen currently teaches piano at Agassiz Baldwin Afterschool. Vickie will offer individual piano 
lessons during weeks 1-8. For more information, please download the registration from our website.  
 

Family Part ic ipat ion 
• We encourage parents/guardians to chaperone a beach trip. The Beach Chaperone form is available on 

our website.  
• Families are invited to lunch on Fridays for “Outback Shares” where the staff and children show off the 

drama, art, dance and other creations they have made during the week. We hope you’ll join us Fridays at 
noon in the backyard for a show! 

 
Should you have any quest ions, comments or concerns, please feel free to contact us.  We’re 
looking forward to a sun and fun-f i l led Outback 2014! 
 
Warmly, 

 
 
Maria Laine 
Director of Children’s Programs 
mlaine@agassiz.org •  617-349-6287 x11 



 

Outback Summer Program 2014 
Fact Sheet  

 
This is critical information taken from our Parent/Guardian Handbook. Please read through 
these details carefully in order for your child to have a safe and comfortable experience at 
Outback. 

 
Drop off 

• All children must be signed in daily at the sign in desk by a 
parent/guardian. 

• Kindergarten sign-in is inside of 20 Sacramento Street on the first floor 
program space. Please enter through the backdoor 

• 1st-6th grades will sign-in is at the end of the driveway in the backyard 
of 20 Sacramento Street.  

• Please give yourself enough time to walk your child into the backyard and 
sign in: there are many families dropping off each morning and your patience is much appreciated 
as we account for everyone. 

• Drop off time is between 8:30-9:00am. Group meeting and Morning Groups will begin 
promptly at 9:00am and we highly suggest children arrive by 8:45am so that they are 
prepared for the day 

•  Promptness is crucial on field trip days. Drop-off is no later than 8:40am for attendance 
and group placements. Buses leave Outback at 9:00am sharp. There wi l l  be no 
staff  person present to care for chi ldren who miss the bus and we wi l l  not be 
responsible for your chi ldren i f  they arr ive after 9:00am on a tr ip day.  

 
Pick up 

•  I f  you are registered for regular day, pick up is 2:45-3:00pm. The late fee policy is in 
the Parent Handbook. Your prompt pick up is appreciated to allow staff to prep for the extended 
day activities. 

•  Extended day hours are 3:00-5:30pm. Act iv i t ies are over by 5:30pm. We have a 15 minute 
grace period before you will be charged a late fee. All children must be picked up by 5:45 at the 
latest.  

•  If you would like to add an adult to your authorized pick-up list, you must complete a pick-up 
authorization form. This form can be found at the parent information board.  

•  Older children will need an advanced written permission (and approval by the director) if they are 
allowed to walk home unsupervised from Outback. A contract form can be found at sign-in.  

 
Parent communication:  

•  The Outback parent information board will be located near the sign-in/sign-out desk at 20 
Sacramento Street. This board will be updated daily and have important information 
regarding weekly themes, field trips and special events. Please be sure to check this 
information board daily.   

•  There will also be a file holder dedicated to forms: permission forms and other special 
information, which will have a “drop-box” folder for completed forms.  

•  Please use email or voicemail to share important information with the Outback Site Directors. We 
also require parents to submit a written note so that we have a hard copy of your 
request or information to be communicated. Communicat ion forms are provided. 

•  Outback updates and information will also be sent out via emails.  
 

Parking 
• We are asking you to be considerate of our neighbors when parking your cars at drop-off and 

pick-up times by not parking in any driveways. Likewise, there is no parking in our driveway.  



• Please allow yourself enough time before drop-off and pick-up times, so that you will have time 
to find an appropriate parking space. In general, parents are granted a 10-minute “parking 
consideration” by the City of Cambridge. 

• Be aware of street cleaning signs – towing is strictly enforced.  
 

What to pack every day: 
Labeling your child’s things helps us enormously to locate misplaced items. 
Children should bring an easy-to-carry backpack each day with: 

• A morning snack, lunch and water bottle (clearly labeled) 
• Sunscreen (labeled) 
• Swimsuit/towel (all days for beach, pool and water play) 
• Sweatshirt and/or rain gear 
• Change of clothes for younger children  
• Children should wear comfortable and secure footwear (sneakers or other 

appropriate shoes for act ive play) every day. In addition to sneakers, water shoes are 
highly recommended. 

• Kindergarten students may br ing rest t ime things and specia l  b lankets or 
stuffed animals .   

   
What to pack for f ield tr ips: 

•  Please send your chi ld to Outback already wearing a swimsuit.   
•  Pack: a snack, lunch, water bottle/drink, sunscreen, beach towel, sweatshirt or a rain jacket. Beach 

days can be chilly, especially after swimming and on the bus ride home. 
 

Field Trips 
Thursday (no trip Week 1) is our beach trip day. We will cancel a beach trip only in case of serious 
weather. Cool days with scattered rains usually will not prevent us from going on our trips. 

 
•  Children should be at the program site by 8:40am. Outback leaves on three school 

buses at 9:00am sharp and will return to Outback by 3:00pm.  
•  There will be no staff person to care for children who miss the bus.  You will be responsible for 

your children if they arrive late on a trip day.  
•  For safety reasons, we require that all Outbackers wear the Outback t-shirts on fieldtrips. Per EEC 

regulations, Outback will provide all children with a plastic bracelet on any off site trips that 
includes the program name, emergency cell number and address.  

 
Parent Chaperoning: 
Every summer we rely on the continued support of parents/caregivers to assist us on our trips. It’s a nice 
opportunity to take a day off from your regular routine, and for maximum safety and fun, it’s essential for 
Outback to have additional adult help.  If you are interested in accompanying us on a beach trip, complete 
and return the Chaperone Form , available as a download or at the File Holder at the sign-out.  

 
Sunscreen 

• We strongly urge parents to apply sunscreen to their children before arrival at 
Outback and keep a bottle in their pack to reapply throughout the day. Make sure 
the bottle is labeled with the child’s name. We want everyone to stay healthy, 
happy and sunburn free! 

 
Choice-based activit ies 

• Outback Summer Program uses a “choice-based” activity model. There are two morning Clubs and 
Afternoon Choice time for regular day Outbackers and two additional afternoon Choices for extended 
day.  

• Clubs are selected on Mondays and Choices are selected daily.  
• Between activities we use community meetings to make announcements and announce the next set 

of activities being offered.  
• The Site Directors do their best to place all children in their first or second choice.  
• Some activities are for certain age groups whereas others are mixed-age.  



 
Lunch & Snack 
All Outbackers eat snack at 10:30am and lunch at 12:00pm.  Extended day snack is provided at 2:45pm. 

 
•  Children should br ing a mid-morning snack, lunch, and a water bott le everyday. 

Please make sure to clear ly label your chi ld's lunch box and water bott le.   
•  Children in the extended day program will be provided a healthy afternoon snack. 
•  Please pack your child’s lunch with a freezer/cold pack. We suggest packing foods that do not 

spoil within a 2-3 hour time period. Lunch boxes will be hung in the shade on our outdoor 
hooks. 

•  Outback is a nut-free zone. No peanut butter or nuts of any kind will be served 
and we ask parents to not send lunches with peanut butter or any other nuts 
(substitutes, such as “SoyNut Butter” and “SunButter” are allowed).  

•  Due to the many food allergies, Outback has a strict no sharing food rule.  
•  Throughout the summer we provide frequent treats such as watermelon or ice pops. 
•  Please provide a writ ten account of any food al lergies that your chi ld may 

have and contact Maria Laine to obtain appropriate forms. 
 

Health 
• Outback on a hot summer day can be a strenuous experience for children. Please keep your 

children home if they are not feeling well; we will call you to pick them up if they are ill. Also, please 
inform the Site Director in person if your child has any severe allergies or other conditions about 
which we should be aware. 

• It is important to keep campers home until 24 hours after they no longer have a fever (have achieved 
a persistent temperature below 100 degrees Fahrenheit) or signs of fever (chills, feeling very warm, 
flushed appearance or sweating) without the use of fever reducing medicine. 

• We encourage everyday preventive actions to help slow the spread of germs (covering coughs 
and sneezes and washing hands often). We pract ice frequent hand washing with soap and 
warm water or use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers. 

 
Rest Time 

• Kindergarten and 1st Grade students will have the option to have a rest time/quiet time after 
lunch.  

• Please let the Site Director know your child’s rest habits if you would like them to spend their 
recess time inside having a quiet rest time.  

• Feel free to send your child with rest items and special blankets or stuffed animals that they fine 
comforting.  

 
Storage Space 

• We have limited storage space for the children’s belongings. Please pack and take home any 
additional items on a daily basis. Check the lost & found daily. Items left on the ground at night will 
be put in the Lost & Found. Lost & Found will be disposed of/recycled each Friday.  

• All  chi ldren wi l l  have a hook to hang up their  belongings. Please be sure al l  of 
their i tems f i t  into a backpack that can be easi ly hung up.  

• Please do not lock bikes to our beautiful benches in the driveway. Bike racks are located in front 
of the Baldwin School a few houses down. Thank you. 

 
Fr iday Performances 
Each Friday throughout the summer, we hold a lunchtime family 
event to highlight the drama, dance and art pieces that 
Outbackers have been exploring all week. Please join us every 
Friday from 12:00-12:45 for these exciting events! 

 
 For full program policies, please refer to the 

Outback Parent/Guardian Handbook, which 
can be downloaded from www.agassiz.org 



Outback Summer Program 
Lice Information Sheet 

 
 
Dear Outback Families:  
 
In the warmer months, head lice can make an appearance – especially in programs with young 
children. It is our goal to prevent the spread of lice in our programs.  
 
Please follow the procedures below to assure that your child is free from lice before 
coming to Outback. If a child is found to have lice during the course of Outback, please be 
aware that we will call home to have the child picked up at your earliest convenience.  
 
 •  Examine your child’s scalp and hair very carefully for any sign of eggs and/or lice. (Eggs are 

attached to the hair near the scalp.) Examine all other family members as well.  
 •  Discourage head-to-head contact and any sharing of combs, hats, barrettes or other personal 

items commonly worn on the head.  
 •  If eggs and/or lice are found, please notify the program immediately so that any outbreak can 

be contained. 
 
If eggs and/or lice are found, the following 3-step process can help to eliminate them: 
 1. Use a pediculicide (lice-killing treatment). These products kill lice and their eggs. 
- Reapplication and egg removal are required to ensure complete effectiveness. (See the label for 
important information).  
 

 2. Comb out any remaining eggs (nits) with a fine-tooth comb. 
- An egg loosener, helps make removal of eggs from hair easier and faster.  
 

 3. Wash and dry bedding, clothing, and hats on the hottest setting. Place any items that cannot 
be washed in a plastic garbage bag and leave tightly sealed for 14 days. 
 
Many families have voiced that Nitwits, a professional lice-removal service in Cambridge, was 
their only effective solution. An added bonus is that they do not use chemicals. They can be 
reached by phone at: 617-816-9487 or at www.liceinfo.net. 
 
Should you have any questions about lice or how to eliminate them once discovered, speak with 
your healthcare professional.  
 
If you find lice or eggs: please do not send your child back to Outback until there is no 
sign of live lice. Please be aware that this can be a multi-day process before the lice are 
fully eliminated. Our goal is to reduce the spread of lice from child-to child. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
Maria Laine 
-- 
Director of Children’s Programs 
Agassiz Baldwin Community 
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ABC Staff Phone List: 
 2014 Outback Summer Program 

 
Please note: Outback staff cell phones are for emergencies only (emergencies include if you’re running late for pick-up). 
Please do not leave messages or use cell phones for general Outback communication. If you need to reach staff in a non-
emergency, please call (617) 349-6287 x11 and leave a message.  
 

 

Outback Staff 
Department/Title Hours Phone number How can they help me? 
Dana Moskowitz 
School Aged Site Director & 
CIT Supervisor 
dmoskowitz@agassiz.org 

8:00 am- 4:00 pm 
(617) 497-4284* 
Outback Cell: 
(617) 401-1282 

Any questions/concerns about 
Outback, CIT program or 
Mayor’s Youth 

Kim Baldasaro 
Early Education Director 
kbaldasaro@agassiz.org 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
(617) 349-6287 x14 
Outback Cell:  
(617) 401-1283 

Any questions/concerns about 
Kindergarten Outback 

Christie Villaume 
Outback Afternoon 
Site Director 
 

12:00 - 6:00 pm 
(617) 349-6287 x 14 
Outback Cell  
(617) 401-1282 

Any questions/concerns about 
extended day 

Outback Secondary Site 
at the Baldwin School 
(Due to rain/extreme heat is in 
Cafeteria/ Basement level) 

8:30 am - 6:00 pm (617) 497-4284 

Location of all kids and staff if 
site is re-located due to rain or 
extreme heat 
 

Maria Laine 
Director of Children’s 
Programs 
mlaine@agassiz.org 

9:30 am -5:30 pm (617) 349-6287 x11 
 

Program questions/ concerns 
about Outback, Afterschool & 
Preschool 

Kayla Harkness 
Administrative 
Assistant/Registration 
kharkness@agassiz.org 
 

8:30-12:30 pm 
 (617) 349-6287 x28 Registration questions 

Billing Inquiries: 
bookkeeping@agassiz.org 

 
Outback Fax Number: 
617-497-4388 

 
* This number is not monitored regularly except on rain/heat day during the summer 
months because Dana is outside the majority of the day. For assistance during the day, 
call the Outback cell or Maria Laine.  



 

  
 
2014 Outback Chaperone Sign-Up 

 
 
Please complete and return to: 
Outback Summer Program 
ATTN: Maria Laine 
20 Sacramento Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 
Our goal is to have between 6 - 8 parent chaperones on all beach trips. Please note that 
you may not get your top choices, as we have a lot of chaperone interest. We will 
confirm which trips you are chaperoning the Friday before each trip. 
 
 
I AGREE TO CHAPERONE THE FOLLOWING FIELD TRIPS, RAIN OR SHINE: 
 
_______ JULY 3  Week 1: NO TRIP 
 
 
_______ JULY 10  Week 2: COCHITUATE STATE PARK (NATICK) 
 
 
_______ JULY 17      Week 3: SINGING BEACH (MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA) 
 
 
_______ JULY 24 Week 4: COCHITUATE STATE PARK (NATICK) 
 
 
_______ JULY 31  Week 5: STAGE FORT PARK  (GLOUCESTER) 
 
 
_______ AUGUST 7 Week 6: CRANE’S BEACH (IPSWICH) 
   
 
_______ AUGUST 14 Week 7: WINGAERSHEEK BEACH (GLOUCESTER) 
 
 
_______ AUGUST 21      Week 8: SPECTACLE ISLAND (BOSTON HARBOR ISLAND) 
    
 
 
 
 
NAME OF CHAPERONE:___________________________________________________ 
 
 
NAME OF CHILD(REN): ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Outback Field Trip Information for Adult Chaperones 
Our beach trips are always a lot of fun for everyone. For the adults, however, the good times are mixed 
with some real work. Outback relies on the continued support of parents. Parent helpers need to come 
without younger siblings (unless they are enrolled in Outback). Parents may also be expected to go into 
the water on beach trips. The following outline will tell you what to expect and what is needed from you.  
 
Beach Trips:  
July 10 – Cochituate State Park (Natick)  
July 17 – Singing Beach (Manchester-by-the-sea) 
July 24 – Cochituate State Park (Natick)  
July 31 – Stagefort Park (Gloucester) 
August 7 – Crane’s Beach (Ipswich) 
August 14 – Wingaersheek Beach (Gloucester) 
August 21 – Spectacle Island (Boston Harbor)   
 
Arrival and prep:  

• Please arrive at Outback at 8:30am and report to the Baldwin School gym (ground level). You 
will be assigned to a teacher and together you will oversee a group of children.  

• Before boarding the buses, we will meet for announcements, safety rules and attendance.  When 
we have boarded the buses, we will again take attendance.   

• Once we arrive at our destination, we will bring children in groups to a specific location. You and 
your teacher will be responsible for getting your group and all its belongings off the bus, and 
together we will go to a designated location on the beach.  

• Please be aware that you may not be alone with any other child than your 
own when on the trips nor may you supervise children without an Outback 
staff member present. This rule is in accordance with Massachusetts Department of Early 
Education and Care (EEC) regulations.  

 
On The Beach:  

• Ropes will be set up to mark our location before children enter the beach area.  You and the 
teacher will find a spot in the designated area for your group.  

• We will often eat snack right away.  
• The staff is assigned beach and waterfront positions.  
• We will have several group check in times during the trip – upon arrival, snack time, lunch time 

and upon departure. We also have three trip leaders who will float and monitor the perimeter of 
our established area and the waterfront.  

• The most important rule: The trip leader will tell group leaders when the waterfront is 
open, which is only after both lifeguards have entered the water and deemed it safe. This system 
is efficient and allows for a safe way for the kids to enjoy the beach and each other.  

 
In The Water:  
The staff is assigned waterfront responsibilities, and is in position before anyone enters the water.  We 
also have ropes set up on the sand to identify Outback’s “area”.  All campers must stay within the human 
markers whenever they are in the water. As you know, the water can be dangerous and careful 
supervision is our most important safety measure.  
 
Return Home: We ring the bell around 1:30 to start getting ready to leave.  From 1:30 – 2:00 we will all 
collect belongings, garbage, and make trips to the bathrooms.  We will board the buses in our groups. You 
and your teacher are responsible for getting your group onto the bus.  Attendance will be taken before we 
depart.  
  
What to bring:  Warm clothes, sunscreen, lunch, towel and a bathing suit.  
 
Cancellations:  We will cancel a beach trip only in case of serious downpours or thunderstorms. Cool 
days with scattered rains usually will not be enough to stop us from going on our trips. We will have plan 
B events in case of inclement weather. Chaperones do not need to participate. 
 
In General:  The best assistance a parent helper can give is OBSERVATION. No matter what you are 
doing, look around and be aware of the kids in your group.  If you can't find a child, do not waste 
time looking for the child. Go to the group leader right away.  

[Please keep this page for your record] 



Outback 2014 Daily Schedule 
 

 
8:30-9:00  Children arrive (parent/guardian sign-in, free time activities) 
 
9:00- 9:05  Attendance 
 
9:05-9:20  Morning Groups  
 
9:20-9:30  Morning Meeting (club sign-up on Monday) 
 
9:30-10:30  First Club 
 
10:30-10:45  Snack 
 
10:45-11:00  Second Meeting (club sign-up on Monday) 
 
11:00-12:00  Second Club 
 
12:00-12:30  Lunch 
 
12:30-1:15  Recess/Quiet Activities/Free Time (K/1 rest & story option inside) 
   *Some students will leave for swimming and Maud Morgan classes 
 
1:15-1:30  Third Meeting (choice sign-up) 
 
1:30-2:45  Afternoon Choice 
 
2:45-3:00  Closing Circle/Free time/Pack up/Pick up  
 
Extended Day 
 
2:45-3:00  Snack/Attendance 
 
3:00-3:30  Recess 

 
3:30-3:45  First Meeting  
 
3:45-4:30  Afternoon First Choice 
 
4:30-4:45  Second Meeting 
 
4:45-5:30  Afternoon Second Choice 
 
5:30-5:45  Closing Circle/Pack up/Pick up time  



July 
2014 

OUTBACK     
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 30 1 2 3 4 

WEEK 1 
Welcome to Summer! 
  

FIRST DAY 
Swimming 

 
Swimming 

  Friday Performance 
 

 7 8 9 10 11 
WEEK 2 
Outback Olympics 
  

Swimming  Swimming  Beach Trip: 
Cochituate State Park 

Friday Performance 
 

 14 15 16 17 18 
WEEK 3 
Time Travel 
  

Swimming Swimming  Beach Trip: 
Singing Beach 

Friday Performance 
 

 21 22 23 24 25 
WEEK 4 
Carnival! 
  

Swimming Swimming  Beach Trip: 
Cochituate State Park 

Friday Performance 
 

 28 29 30 31 1 
WEEK 5 
Celebrate our Earth! 
  

Swimming Swimming    

 
 

***Other field trips and events will be announced in weekly emails. Permission forms for these trips will be at 
the sign-in/-out table.  



August 
2014 

OUTBACK     
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  
     1 

 4 5 6 7 8 
WEEK 6 
Feasts 
  

Swimming Swimming  Beach Trip: 
Crane’s Beach 
 

Friday Performance 
 

 11 12 13 14 15 
WEEK 7 
Discovery: Celebrating 
Innovation and 
Imagination! 
  

Swimming Swimming (Last day of 
swimming) 

 Beach Trip: 
Wingaersheek 

Friday Performance 
 

 18 19 20 21 22 
WEEK 8 
Week 8, Celebrate! 
  

   Beach Trip: 
Singing Beach 

Friday Performance 
LAST DAY 

 

***Other field trips and events will be announced in weekly emails. Permission forms for these trips will be at 
the sign-in/-out table.  
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