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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
MEETING, Wed.f March 9, 8-10 p.m.
in the Agassiz School L ibrary.

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING
GROUP MEETING, Wed., March 16,
8-10 p.m. in the Agassiz Com
munity Center.

MARCH RELEASE DAY, TUESDAY,
MARCH 15, Half-day of school,
no 4th - 8th grade courses after
school .

OPEN GYM for 6th - 8th graders,
TUESDAYS, 6-7:30 p.m. for girls,
7:30-9:00 p.m. for boys.
O N - G O I N G 2 5 * a d m i s s i o n .

Liz SIMONS is offering a new,
"WORK YOUR BODY", class, Mondays
and Wednesdays, 7:15-8:15 p.m.,
ca l l 498 -9056 fo r de ta i l s .

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BLOCK WATCH:
A NEIGHBORHOOD RESPONSE TO CRIME

BLOCK WATCH is a program that
offers a way for neighborhoods
to help protect themselves from
c r i m e . A fi l m a n d w r i t t e n l i t
erature are avai lab le and g ive
suggestions on how to improve
secur i ty and prevent break- ins.
I f there i s communi ty in te res t ,
Lt. Donovan of the Cambridge
Police Department can talk with
ne ighborhood res iden ts . For
f u r t he r i n f o rma t i on , p l ease
call Smiley Winter at 498-9056.

AGASSIZ TENANTS

A s p a r t o f i t s e f f o r t t o p r e v e n t
the displacement of low and
moderate income people from Cam
bridge, the Cambridge Rent Con
trol Coalit ion (CRCC) has opened
an office to serve the needs and
p ro tec t t he r i gh t s o f t enan ts
t h r o u g h o u t t h e c i t y. T h e o f fi c e
began operations on January 10,
1983, and is located in the Old
Cambridge Baptist Church. Ward
Seven Tenants and Harvard Tenants
Union, both groups in which
Agass iz res idents a re ac t i ve , a re
among the founding member organi
zat ions of the CRCC. The office
is open Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon, and
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. The telephone
number is 576-1006; messages can
be le f t when the o ffice i s no t
open.
A dance party, THE SQUATTERS'
BALL, wi l l be he ld to benefit the
CRCC on Friday, March 11th from
8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. at the Old
Cambridge Baptist Church
(1145 Mass . Ave . ) . Ti cke ts
($3.00 in advance/$3.50 at the
door) can be purchased ahead of
time from neighbor members of
Harvard Tenants Union or Ward
Seven Tenants, or from CRCC
v o l u n t e e r s t a f f d u r i n g o f fi c e
hours.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NOTES FROM AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL MEETING — 9 February 1983

As spring approaches, concerns
about the Tot Lot arise once more.

(cont 'd , page three)
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2/1983 — DRAFT PROPOSAL by the AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING COMMITTEE

CONCERNS:
- That the MBTA expansion and the housing shortage in Cam

bridge wil l erode the unique character of Mass. Ave. from the Cambridge
Common to Porter Square because of accelerated and unplanned development,

- That more bui ld ings, s imi lar in s ize and design to the
luxury apartment housing newly constructed on Mass. Ave. near the Cam
bridge Common, are allowable under the existing zoning on Mass. Ave.

- That such development would not be in keeping with the
character and scale of the adjacent resident ia l neighborhoods.

- That such development will create a shaded, windy canyon of
hard-paved sur faces wi th on-grade park ing lo ts under bu i ld ings resul t ing
in an environment unhospitable to pedestrians and shoppers.

- That such development wi l l increase t raffic congest ion on
Mass. Ave. as well as making the streetscape unpleasant and more hazard
ous for pedestr ians.

GOALS FOR MASS. AVENUE:

SOCIAL
- To^prolmbte "long-range pTanhxng"
for Mass. Ave. which wil l con
tinue to provide an equally good
o r b e t t e r q u a l i t y o f l i f e t h a n
those who live and work in the
neighborhood now enjoy.
- To promote a mix of income
levels , ages and ethnic d iver
s i t y .
- To promote a mix of residen
t i a l , e d u c a t i o n a l , p r o f e s s i o n a l ,
and commercial uses which will
best serve the needs of the
neighborhood and the ent i re c i ty.
- To promote a safe and harmon
ious pedestrian landscape recog
nizing i t&e importance in social
in te rac t ions w i th in the com
mun i t y.
AESTHETIC
- To promote development in scale
with adjacent neighborhoods and
fac i l i t a t e pedes t r i an connec t i ons
to adjacent neighborhoods and

o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e c i t y.
- To provide safe "ar id attract ive
s t ree tscape fo r pedes t r ians w i th
wel l -designed and adequate off -
street parking for proposed uses.
- To promote planting and care of
street trees to provide summer
shade, v isua l re l ie f f rom hard
pavements , and fi l te r ing o f dus t
and po l l u tan ts .

ECONOMIC
- To support businesses and ser
vices on Mass. Ave. which serve
the needs of the neighborhood and
the City of Cambridge.
- To provide housing opportuni
t ies to peop le o f a l l income
l e v e l s i n b u i l d i n g s c o n s i s t e n t
w i t h t h e e x i s t i n g s c a l e o f r e s i
dent ia l development.
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COUNCIL MEETING (cont'd.)

There is no light there yet, and
Smiley Winter offered to call the
Community Development Department
to see if the light can be in
stal led. Lesley Col lege Securi ty
has agreed to parol the Tot Lot
and call the Cambridge Police, if
necessary. The Council will send
a letter to the Cambridge Police
in April expressing community
concerns about the Tot Lot.

An update from the Planning Com
mittee was presented. The basic
purpose of the group continues to
be to find ways of controlling
the future development of Mass.
Ave. and of utilizing the MBTA
site on Garfield Street. The
need to work with residents on
the other side of Mass. Ave. was
emphasized. A large neighborhood
wide meeting is planned for April.
In the meanwhile, a letter will
be sent to Cathy Spiegelman, Dir
ector of the Community Develop
ment Department, about neighbor
hood interest and involvement in
the planning for the Garfield site
in particular, and Mass. Ave. in
general.
Smiley reviewed current programs
being offered by the Community
School. Response to the Teen
Program has been good, and meet
ings will continue on Tuesday
nights. Ski t r ips for teens are
planned. If anyone has ideas for
teen programming, contact Paulette
Johnson at 498-9056.

Smiley asked that parents contact
him with suggestions about the
act iv i ty, af ter-school , and daycare programs. He felt that some
children are not being accommodated
by the current programs and would
like suggestions for next year.
The relation of the Lesley Big
Sister Program to the Community
Schools Program was discussed.

Suggestions for new programs were
a pilot program involving group
excursions for 5th and 6th
graders, and a parents' group for
parents of young children.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

NOTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
MEETING — 16 February 1983

During the meeting it was de
cided to take the following
steps:
- contact the MBTA Real Estate
Department to convey the inter
est of the Agassiz community in
the development of the site on
Garfield Street ;
- write letters to the members
of the Cambridge City Council
about community concerns about
development along Mass. Ave. and
the options for the MBTA Garfield
S t . s i t e ;
- meet with members of the neigh
borhood association in the Pea
body area;
- meet with representatives of
the Cambridge Housing Authority;
- present the options developed
by the Planning Committtff at thenext Agassiz Neighborhood Council
meeting on March 9th.
Please see the proposal as
drafted by the Planning Committee
beginning on page two of this
Whis t le r.
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COMMUNITY GARDENS/SACRAMENTO ST.

Once again there will be city
garden plots available to resi
dents of the Agassiz neighbor
hood. Plots not currently being
actively worked wil l be distr i
buted to new gardeners by
lottery on Apri l 15th. Those
wishing to participate in the
lottery should submit your name
to Smiley (a phone call or
post card to the Community Cen
ter) by that date.
A meeting has been organized by
Bonnie Soloman, Community Gar
dens liaison, for those who
currently have garden plots to
discuss the mechanics of starting
up this new season. It will be
held at the Community Center on
Monday, March 21 at 7:00 p.m.

For further information on the
agenda for the March 21 meeting
or on the Community Gardens in
general, contact Bonnie or
Smiley at 498^9056.

K * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Smiley Winter's Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Thursday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
AGASSIZ COMMUNITY SCHOOL 498-9056
AGASSIZ COMMUNITY CENTER 547-1062
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

CAMBRIDGE Department of
Human Service Programs

Agassiz Community School
20 Sacramento Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
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