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June Have a Good Summer 1983

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Agassiz Neighborhood Council
Meetingt with Agassiz Neigh
borhood Planning Group, Wed.,
June 8, in the Agassiz School
l i b r a r y .

June release day: June 8,
Wednesday, half-day of school

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL NEWS

MINUTES FROM THE MAY 11 COUNCIL
MEETING:

A neighborhood child was
hit by a car and suffered a
broken leg while she was cross-

r i n f O x f o r d S t r e e t . T h i s a c c i d e n tfocused long-term concerns
abou t t ra f fic and sa fe ty on Ox
fo rd S t ree t . Lau ren P res ton
from the Traffic Department and
officers f rom the Po l ice Dept .
were at the meeting to discuss
neighborhood concerns. The
outcome of the discussion was
t h a t t h e t r a f fi c d e p a r t m e n t w i l l
r e p l a c e m i s s i n g t r a f fi c s i g n s ,
repaint the crosswalks and paint
a line down the middle of the
street . There is a need to K
keep cars from parking near cor
ners , and t i cke ts w i l l be issued
to those v io la t i ng tha t pa rk ing
law. A more act ive enforcement
of speed limits was promised
by the Pol ice Department. The
suggestion was also made to in
vo lve school ch i ld ren in a
safety campaign and education
program.

The concept of job sharing
for the community coordinators

r p o s i t i o n w a s d i s c u s s e d . J i l lHerold and Corinne Kaufman have
done research on the possib i l i ty
o f job shar ing and fee l tha t i t

might be a personnel pol icy that
should be adopted for the city as
a whole. However, unt i l l a new
Personne l D i rec tor is h i red , no
new policies can be adopted.
Therefore, Jul ie Oshersons con
t i n u a t i o n a s c o o r d i n a t o r w i l l
have to be negociated on an
i n d i v i d u a l b a s i s .

Twenty-two French chi ldren^
have been at tending the Agassiz
School since May 12th as part
of an exchange program. The
French s tudents are l i v ing w i th
famil ies in Cambridge, and are
being taught by the teacher who
accompan ied them here . Ac t i v i t ies ,
i nc lud ing a recep t i on a t C i t y
Ha l l w i th Mayor Ve l lucc i , a re
schedu led . The ch i l d ren re tu rn
to the i r town, Eraguy-sur -Oise
on May 31.

The Lesley-Agassiz Neighbor
hood evening, held on May 11,
consisted of a picnic, games, a
theatre presentat ion and a movie
f o r t h e c h i l d r e n . T h e o c c a s i o n
was very much enjoyed by ali who
at tended. Many thanks to Lesley
College on behalf of the Agassiz
Community.

A series of meetings have
been held to discuss programming
for 5 th and 6 th g raders . A tw ice
week ly program that w i l l invo lve
e x p o s u r e t o a r t i s t i c a n d c u l t u r a l
resources in the area is being
p l a n n e d . M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l
be for thcoming.

Georgie's, a bar on Mass.
Ave., continues to be a source
of concren to the neighborhood
and the c i t y. A t a hea r ing be fo re
the Licensing Commission police
o fficers descr ibed two s tabb ings
that occured there as well as
a b raw l t ha t b l ocked t r a f fic on
both sides of the Avenue. The
officers repor ted an average o f
one f ight every we«k that required
three pol ice cars to be dispached
to Georg ie ' s . Ne ighbo rs repo r ted
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COUNCIL NEWS Cont.

cont inuing vandal ism to cars
on Sacramento Street. The
owner of the bar proposed
h i r i ng a po l i ce de ta i l f r om
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. six days a
week to help control the
s i t u a t i o n . W h e t h e r t h i s s t e p
w i l l be e f fec t i ve rema ins to
be seen.

Sacramento Field is now
usable. New signs are being
ordered to inform people using
the fie ld about ru les fo r use
and care of the park.

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING
GROUP

MEETING DATES:

June 8. Wednesday, meet with
the-Agassi^-Neighborhood
council to discuss the MBTA
owned Garfield St. lot. 8-10 pm.

June 15. Wednesday, meet at
Agassiz Community Center to
discuss downzoning. 8-10 pm.

The Planning Group has
continued to meet to discuss
the two issues which have con
ce rned i t s i nce t he f a l l :
—Mass. Avenue downzoning
—Future of MBTA lot at

Garfield St . /Mass. Avenue

MASS. AVE. DOWNZONING:

There continues to be a
concensus in favor of reducing
the a l lowab le bu i ld ing he ight
on Mass. Ave. from 85 to 35
feet . The top ic o f debate has
been over al lowable density
(regulated by a concept cal led
Floor-Area Rat io , FAR). The
meetings have been very inter
esting and have included

S ^ L

residents from Peabody/Neighbor-
hood 9, as wel l as representat ives
of Mass. Ave. real estate and
commerc ia l in te res ts .

The committee hopes to begin
c i r cu la t i ng a downzon ing pe t i t i on
th i s mon th . P lease t r y t o a t t end
the June 15 meeting if you are
interested, or leave your name
and phone number by calling the
Neighborhood Counci l o ffice at
498-9056.

MBTA LOT AT GARFIELD ST.,'-

As you can tell by walking by
the corner o f Garfie ld St . and
Mass. Ave., the MBTA is beginning
to wrap up i ts work at that s i te .
T h e i r l a t e s t r e p o r t i s t h a t t h e y
wi l l be fin ished somet ime in
September.

The Apr i l Whis t le r repor ted
extensively- on -the-Plarming-"Groups 1
de l i be ra t i ons w i th respec t to the
f u t u r e o f t h i s p r o p e r t y. T h e
Planning Group recomended to the
Neighborhood Counci l that i t con
sider subsidized housing as a use
o f t h e l o t . S t a f f f r o m t h e
Cambridge Housing Authority(CHA)
at tended the Apr i l Counci l meet ing
to describe a proposal which
would be consistent with neighbor
hood concerns(e.g. , 35 feet height
l imi t ) and to answer our quest ions.
T h e i r d r a f t p r o p o s a l c a l l s f o r
8 to 10 units to house famil ies
wi th a to ta l number o f ch i ldren
from 13 to 17. The Planning
Group has asked that some commer
cial space be included on the
Mass. Ave. s i te.

The CHA is interested in
having more neighborhood feedback,
p a r t i c u l a r l y f r o m G a r fi e l d S t .
ne ighbors , about the i r p roposa l .
They will attend the June 8" Council
meet ing to cont inue th is d iscuss ion.
They w i l l show s l i des o f some o f ^ )
the i r sma l le r -sca le p roper t ies abouo
Cambr i dge . I n te res ted res i den t s ,
espec i a l l y f r om Ga rfie l d S t . , a re
urged to at tend.
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SACRAMENTO FIELD NEIGHBORHOOD
CARE

Most Agassiz residents have
probably heard about, or seen,
the "new" Sacramento F ie ld . I t ' s
now city-owned, has new sod, a
new backstop, new basketball
cour t , e tc . Many res idents v iew
i t a s " o u r fi e l d " . W h i l e ,
l e g a l l y, i t b e l o n g s t o t h e c i t y,
i t i s our fie ld in tha t no one
else cares about i t as strongly
as we do. Problems associated
with poor maintenance, vandalism,
or po ten t ia l overuse w i l l on ly
be addressed if Agassiz residents
attend to them.

With this in mind, an informal
Sacramento Field Committee has
been formed. I ts nuc leus consis ts
of the usual suspects , i .e .
t i re less communi ty act iv is ts who
have worked on the field and
other issues over the years. The

("^committee needs more members,
however, i f i t i s to be an e f fec t ive
vo i ce f o r t he fie l d . The wo rk
w i l l cons i s t p r imar i l y o f keep ing
an eye on the fie ld 's condi t ion
and helping to organize the
appropraite measures to protect
t h e fi e l d . , w h e t h e r i t b e c a l l
ing the City Departmnt of Public
Works, the Police Department, or
organiz ing a neighborhood field
maintenance day.

With a l imi ted, but constant
efforts we should be able to
maintain Sacramento Field in
pr ime cond i t ion . P lease con tac t
Smiley Winter if you wish to be
come a part of the committee.
Stop by the Neighborhood Council
office at 20 Sacramento or leave
your name ans phone number by
cal l ing 498-9056.

Agassiz-Lesley Coordinat ion

The Lesley-Agassiz Resources
Committee, .formed three.years ago,consists or a group or lnxeresxta'

members of both communities who
who meet on a monthly basis to
discuss and develop the sharing
of resources. Though repor ts re
g a r d i n g t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h i s
committee have been routinely
presented at Neighborhood Council
meetings during the past three
y e a r s , T h i s i s t h e fi r s t t i m e
that a report on this committee is
appear ing i n the Wh is t l e r. An
effor t wi l l be made to inc lude a
r e p o r t o n t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h i s
group at the end of each academic
y e a r j h o w e v e r, i f i n d i v i d u a l s h a v e
concerns or comments regarding the
sharing of resources between our
neighborhood and the Lesley College
community, please submit those
comments throughout the year in
wr i t ing to Smi ley and he wi l l br ing
them to the attent ion of the
committee.

The committee has supported
and/or established an ongoing shar
ing of resources in several areas.
Lesley College has made many of its
l i b r a r y s e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e t o s t a f f s
at the Agassiz School and the
Agassiz Community Schools programs.
The College has also made the tennis
cour ts avai lab le to the Agassiz
community. The Community Schools
programs have employed Lesley
Co l lege work -s tudy s tuden ts . Las t
year an ad-hoc committee of this
group wrote a grant to the City of
Cambridge and were funded to hire
an urban design consultant, Dennis
Carlone, to explore with them the
issues o f zon ing and fac i l i t y
planning between the two communities.
There has been a great development
of programs between Lesley and the
Agassiz School. The number of
student teachers at Agassiz has not
only increased over the past few
years, but for the past two years
Lesley has had a cluster of student
teachers involved in an on si te
tra in ing program at the Agassiz. This
year, in add i t ion , Eva Paddock( th i rd
grade teacher) and Linda Brion-
Meisels(Lesley facul ty and Chair
person of the Resources Committee)
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have ins t i tu ted a ro le -
exchange program. Eva has left
the classroom to do super
vision of some Lesley College
student teachers and I have
re-entered the elementary
school classroom to teach a
unit on handicapping condi
t ions to the th i rd graders in
Eva's room. Together, we havve
served as co-leaders of a weekly
seminar for the Lesley student
teachers a t Agass iz . Th is
s p r i n g ' s p i l o t p r o j e c t i n
student- teacher t ra in ing has
been a compelling and exciting
experience for many of the
ind iv idua ls invo lved, and,
hopefu l l y, th is Les ley-Agass iz
program wil l continue in the
1983-1984 academic year.

The most important out
come of the Lesley-Agassiz
Resources Committee becomes
obvious: people have begun
to know each other I There is
now a rather wide group of
individuals_whp are. part of
an active and thoughtful
sharing of resources between
two communities who live and
need to grow together in the
same shared space.

Respec t fu l l y,
Linda Br ion-Meisels

#

LESLEY COLLEGE TENNIS COURT

A subcommittee of the Lesley-
Agassiz Resources Committee met
several times over the winter and
spring to negot iate a neighbor 's
complaint about noise from the
tennis court backboard. The
neighbor, who lives on Sacramento
Street, is disturbed by the use
of the backboard and asked that
it be removed. The subcommittee
was chaired by Jennifer Page,
Lesley Col lege v ice-president
f o r e x t e r n a l r e l a t i o n s .

The compromise reached by
the committee is that the back
board remain in place unti l l the
end of th is academic year. I t
w i l l then be removed. I f the
removal results in a serious loss

o f a t h l e t i c f a c i l i t i e s f o r L e s l e y
s tudents , o r i f ne ighbors who use ^
the court find the lack oa a back
board to be a s ignificant loss,
the committee wi l l cont inue to
explore other opt ions. The two
that have been ident ified so far
are (l) a cement or composite
backboard, which muffles the sound
but represents a significant expense;
or (2) a bal l- tossing machine,
wh ich is re la t ive ly inexpens ive
but requires the user to supply
50-100 tenn is ba l l s . A l l ne ighbor
hood tennis players who are interest
ed in helping raise funds for a
new, quiet backboard, please contact
Quaker Case at 876-0359. If there
is enough in terest in the pro ject ,
we will meet with the college to
discuss whether or not Lesley
can contr ibute as wel l .

RULES PERTAINING TO THE LESLEY
COLLEGE TENNIS COURT ... . ... - - _ -^

1 . ) Anyone rese rv ing the tenn is
court must show a current Lesley
Col lege ID. or a dr ivers l icense
or any o the r i den t i fica t i on p rov ing
they are a ffi la ted wi th the Col lege
or the Agassiz Community before
they wil l be al lowed use of this
cour t . ID should a lso be car r ied
on the court.
2 . ) S ign -up shee ts fo r rese rv ing
t ime on the tennis court wi l l be
mainta ined at the Secur i ty Office
located in White Hal l .
3^) All members of the Lesley
Community may reserve court time
between 8 am. and 10 am. for that
day only.
4.) Agassiz community members may
reserve court space on a daily basis
after 10am. of each day. They may
phone Security(547-2297) to check the
c o u r t ' s a v a i l a b i l i t y. N o r e s e r v a t i o n s
may be accepted over the phpne.

Please stop by the Community
Center, 20 Sacramento St., for a
complete copy of the rules.
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AGENDA fcr JUNE 8 COUNCIL MEETING

l. GARFIELD SI LOT / HOUSING
C prescvhxTion by Cambridge ho us i r\a a u+hori+y}

2,. SACRAMENTO FIELD

3. REPORT ON VISIT OF FRENCH KIDS
^ AGASSIZ-LESLEY REPORT

3 ~ I O P M A g < * * * » 2 - S e L o o l L i b r a r y

PLANNTMG GROUP MEETING DATES
June 8 Wednesday 8 -10 PM

wi+K '
AGASSIZ. COMMUNITY COUNCIL c , ,... ,

fAa»m« ScI»m| Library/

June 15 Wednesday 6" 10 PM
DOWNZONING ISSUES

COMMON ITY CENTER
2.0 Sacr<x«\en-Vo S+.

^ - r
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CAMBRIDGE Department of
Human Service Programs

Agassiz Community School
20 Sacramento Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
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