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CITY MANAGER DISRUPTS AGASSIZ AND HOUGHTON-KING PROGRAMS

Staff People Given Two-Day Notice

Community control of community pro
grams was again an issue in Cambridge
when the City Manager abruptly attempt
ed to terminate personnel in two commun
ity school programs last month. Copies
of a letter were received by the Agassiz
and Houghton-King councils on the even
ing of April 20 giving notice that all of the
Agassiz staff and two of the three staff
members at Houghton-King would be ter
minated April 22.

Although the letter was obscure in con
tent and composed in bureaucratic langu
age, (temporaryemployment, never re
quested, was approved and then termin
ated, for example) council members in
both schools felt the meaning was clear.
The City Manager's office was once a-
gain violating carefully planned staffing
arrangements made by community peo
ple. Tom Neel, Acting Director for Com
munity Schools, phoned for clarification
of the letter on April 21 but was unable
to reach the city manager.

Houghton-King and Agassiz Together

On that evening councils of both Com
munity Schools programs met in a joint
session at the Cambridge Community Cen
ter on Callendar Street. Discussion cen
tered on what action was to be taken to a-
void further interruption or cessation of
their programs. No more attempts were
made to talk to the City Manager in the
one day remaining before staff were to
be terminated. The councils were out

raged at what was interpreted to be a
blatant attempt to disrupt the two com
munities' programs. Further, unanswer
ed phone calls and meetings agreed to by
the City Manager and then cancelled by
him were cited by the councils as rea
sons not to waste time that one day in go
ing through "proper channels". (At the
time the Agassiz staff's pay was held up
earlier, for example, the City Manager
agreed to and then cancelled meetings on
December 2 and December 10. )

It was planned that spokesmen from
both communities, accompanied by other
neighborhood people, would go to the New
England Regional Conference on Commun
ity Schools Councils the next day at the
Morse School. (The subject of the confer
ence was, ironically, "Community Control
and Citizen Participation. ") Once there
they would ask permission to speak to the
assembled guests, Cambridge participants,
and the news media concerning the City
Manager's action.

The Demonstration

On the morning of April 22 as confer
ees were gathering at the Morse School,
Mayor Vellucci and Robert LeBlanc, as-
Continued on Page 2

N O T I C E

The next Community Schools Council
meeting will be held on Wednesday, May
26, at 8 PM in the Agassiz School. Every
one in the neighborhood is invited.
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sistant to the City Manager for Commu
nity Schools, appeared in the crowd.
Shortly afterward they made an unan
nounced visit to the Agassiz Community
Schools office where neighborhood resi
dents were arranging rides to the con
ference, talking of "misunderstanding. "
Neighbors were unconvinced that there
was no problem or that a "mistake" had
been made.

With a group of children holding up a
sigh "Community Control, " Agassiz and
Houghton-King residents joined together
on the stage of the Morse School Auditor
ium, followed by Mayor Vellucci and Ro
bert LeBlanc. Spokesman Joanne Pelham
from Houghton-King and Richard Mumma
from Agassiz spoke at length about their
neighborhoods problems in getting city
approval for their decision-making. Mr.
Vellucci and Mr. LeBlanc then spoke.

A television spot on Channel 4 that
evening by Walt Saunders summed up es
sentially what took place: community peo
ple said it was a matter of whether or not
their right to hire their own staffs would
be honored (a right which should not be
subject to whim or short-notice letters);
the Mayor reiterated that it had all been
a misunderstanding and a budgetary mat
ter; and, finally, the reaction of disbelief
by the communities to the city adminis
tration's reasons for its actions.

The "Mistake" is Corrected

Late in the day as the conference
came to a close and Agassiz and Hough
ton-King people left for home, the Mayor
returned to a group to which he had been
talking informally. He had been to see the
City Manager, he said, and the matter
was straightened out.

At the Community Schools Advisory
Committee meeting that Saturday, April

24, discussion was almost entirely de
voted to the two schools' actions of that
week and the implications of the letter
sent which prompted them. Although not
everyone at that meeting was in agree
ment, a very positive note was that the
majority of communities expressed a
strong desire to support and help one an
other with problems they feel are com
mon to all.

A letter was sent on behalf of the Ag
assiz community to the City Manager
that weekend rejecting any appointments
for neighborhood staff termed "temporary!.,

And on Monday evening representatives
from Houghton-King and Agassiz talked
once again, at the Mayor's suggestion,
with city officials. They met outside the
City Council chambers with Mr. Vellucci,
Mr. Corcoran, the City Manager, and Mr.
LeBlanc.

Finally, on April 27 a letter was re
ceived by the Agassiz program making
all staff permanent. Houghton-King re
ceived their letter on May 4.

THE AGASSIZ WHISTLER is publish
ed twice a month by the Agassiz Commun
ity Schools Program for the entire neigh
borhood. The cost is 10£ per issue. Call
876-9268 for more information or visit
the office at 28 Sacramento Street. We
welcome your literary contributions, let
ters, suggestions, or advertisement re
quests.

Kate Mattes, Agassiz Administrative
C oordinator

Eric Kingson, Teen Coordinator
Jill Norton, Editor, The Whistler
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CHILDREN'S LIB

by Jackie Limberakis

Recreation, according to Webster,
means: "1. Refreshment in body or mind
as after work, by some form of play, a-
musement or relaxation. 2. Any form of
play, amusement, or relaxation used for
this purpose, as games, sports, hobbies,
reading, walking, etc. "

Recreation, according to Agassiz pa
rents, has one definition: BOYS Sports!
Or, if one were to reverse the terms,
boys means recreation and sports (and
dance, in kindergarten and first grade
only). Girls , likewise, means sewing,
dance, and drama. Observation that
girls' motor skills, agility, and coor
dination are usually developed earlier
in childhood than most boys still does
not allow them to participate equally in
recreation.

Now to the point: only three or four
girls enrolled in the Community Schools
Recreation program. On the first day, my
seven-year-old daughter was turned away
because the boys were going to play hock
ey. She understandably avoided going to
the second and third meetings because she
was now theonly girl. I am extremely an
noyed because it never entered my mftid
that recreation was solely a "boys" ac
tivity. I was equally annoyed two years
ago when I discovered that my son would
be the only first-grade boy in the dance
program, especially after he had enjoyed
dance in kindergarten - when it is "per-
missable" for boys to dance.

We have programmed our children
since the cradle, and the programming be
comes more intense every year. We're
creating little men and women instead of
total human beings. Dolls are for girls,
trucks are for boys, and even the neuter

rattle must be appropriately pink or blue.

Isn't it about time we weaned our chil
dren away from the repetitive routine ac
tivities that have helped make this an up
tight society and given such validity to
women's and men's lib protesters?

Allow boys to play with dolls so they
may grow up to be loving fathers; allow
girls to play competitively with boys and
not be rejected as inferior at an early
age, so that they won't feel second-class
citizenship as adults. Liberate now!

IN CASE YOU MISSED THIS ONE. . .
(Reprinted in part from the Boston

Globe of May 6, 1971.)

Seventeen Cambridge tenants, facing
rent increases of 29 to 79 percent under
the city's rent control system, filed suit
yesterday against the man who devised
the system, Rent Administrator William
J. Corkery. Their class action seeks to
prevent Corkery from using the formula
he created to compute rent increases per
mitted landlords. The action claims the
formula violates the 1970 city ordinance
and discriminates against tenants. . . .

Although the state Supreme Judicial
Court had upheld the ordinance in princi
ple, District Court Judge Haven Parker
ruled last January that rents fixed in 1970
before rent control were valid. That is,
leases in effect last September took pre
cedence over the roll-back. Last week,
Superior Court Judge Thomas J. Spring
reaffirmed Judge Parker's decision. . . .
Cambridge City Solicitor Philip M. Cro-
nin backed rent control, telling tenants
to ignore the opinions. . ..

On Monday this week, landlords filed
four suits against tenants at 6-8 Shepard
Street seeking to force payment of Sep
tember, 1970, rents.
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PLANS UNDERWAY FOR SACHS ESTATE PROGRAM

by Kate Mattes

Norton's Woods, as we called our
last summer's program,held at the Sachs
Estate, was probably the most success
ful program we have run so far as a com
munity school. It was great to have chil
dren of different ages work together. The
children seemed much more aware of each
other as individuals and of the contribu
tions each could make to their specific
projects after this program. Many peo
ple talk of the program with an aware
ness and appreciation of the value it had
for many. Perhaps, ultimately, the most
important feature of Norton's Woods - this
past summer and summers to come -will
be the interest and feeling that it has gen
erated in the community in working and
playing together.

I personally attribute a large part of
our success to the land itself. There was
plenty of free space to move around in
and explore which was quite a change for
Cambridge children who live in apart
ments with little but the crowded cement
streets or parks to play in. The children
weren't closed in by their surroundings
and were therefore encouraged to open
up and experience things in a new way.
That there were many different kinds of
space - fields, trees, clearings, bushes,
mud, woodchip piles, and stones also con
tributed to the exciting learning atmos
phere sensed by all those who visited us.

Now we are in the process of planning
this summer's Norton's Woods program.
Below is the proposal sent several weeks
ago to the Harvard Corporation with our
request for the use of the land once more.
The Corporation has granted permission
to the Agassiz neighborhood for our pro
gram again. We hope that you will all read
the proposal and come by the Community

Schools office with your thoughts and sug
gestions for this year. We are also in
need of volunteers for the program -
you'll find the rewards for your time very
satisfying, we believe.

Sachs Estate Proposal 1971

The fundamental aim of our program
is the same as last year's: "to help de
velop the participant's awareness of the
world around him and vast creative op
portunities open to him through interac
tion with his environment, both human
and natural. "

The model of this year's program will
be based on the successful aspects of last
year's program. The morning group (9-
11:30 AM) will meet in two-week periods
over the months of July and August. There
will be a complete turnover every two
weeks. For those people who will be in
Cambridge all summer, we will run a two-
month program in the afternoons (1-3:30
PM). Each group will contain between
twenty and twenty-five participants. If
there are any openings at the commence
ment of a period, enrollment will be open
ed up to children outside of the Agassiz
area, Because of the informality of the
program, we will maintain a ratio of one
staff member to five participants.

The first few days of each session will
be basically the same. With staff guidance
the participants will be exposed to many
different methods of observation and inter
action with the land. This sensitizing pro
cess will cover three basic areas: 1) sim
ple scientific concepts: soil samples, wea
ther, classification of insect and plant
life; 2) various ways of using the land for
human enjoyment, painting with natural
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materials, making musical instruments
from waste material, planting and har
vesting, building, making sculptures out
of soda cans and 3) the use of one's sen
ses - smelling, tasting, touching and lis
tening.

We found last year, much to our sur
prise, that after a few days of this struc
ture, the participants were comfortable
on the land and with each other. They be
gan to think of things they wanted to do,
such as building forts, drama, making
maps, building swings, climbing trees,
eating apples, drying flowers, and mak
ing their own tools. It then will become
the job of the staff to encourage these i-
deas with two purposes in mind: l)to al
ways try to make use of materials already
on the land. Very few participants thought
of using what was there and immediately
talked of buying things or bringing them
from home. 2) To try to draw out the eco
logical and scientific implication of the
group's or the individual's actions. What
happens when you remove something from
the environment or add something to it?
What brings about the changes you are
causing to happen?

Every period will obviously be differ
ent since what happens depends on the
group of individuals participating. There
will also be a difference between the mor
ning and afternoon groups. The afternoon
group will be encouraged to take on long-
range projects - such as excavating the
old house site, building looms, studying
edible foods, doing soil inventory, hunt
ing for different rocks, making a wea
ther survey or compiling a detailed map.
Last year, w e found it impossible to de
velop those interests because of the con
stant change-over in participants. It is
hoped that the eight-week session will
solve this problem.

cipate if they have been to kindergarten.
The groups will not be divided by ages,
but by interest. The way each of these
groups accomplishes their study will be
the decision of the group as long as it
conforms to the parameters of our pro
gram and our commitments concerning
the land.

PLAYGROUPS TO LOOK FOR NEW
LEADER

As she indicated some time ago,
Madeline Taylor, who has been the lea
der of the Agassiz Community School
playgroups since last October, will be
leaving our neighborhood in the middle
of June. People from the Agassiz area
who might be interested in applying for
her job are asked to contact Kate Mattes
at 876-9268, after 2:30 PM.

Parents who have children in the play
groups or would like to join them are wel
come to participate in the hiring of a new
person. A hiring committee will be form
ed soon. Call the above number for more
information. Possible plans for play
groups for this summer are also being
discussed now.

COMMISSION TO MEET HERE

The Community Schools Commission
meeting will be held at the Agassiz Sch
ool this month, on May 20 at 8 PM. The
commission is made up of City Manager-
appointed citizens, a city councillor, and
a school committee representative. On
the agenda for this meeting are the staff
ing arrangements in the Houghton-King
and Agassiz areas.

The meeting is open to the public.

Children as young as five may parti-
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LESLEY COLLEGE TO WORK WITH
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

(From the Cambridge Chronicle, April 8. )

Cambridge Community Schools Admin
istrative Assistant William J. Peterson
announces that Lesley College of Cam
bridge has just received a grant under
the "Title One Community Service and
Continuing Education Program of the
Higher Education Act of 1965. "

The project is to develop a "creative
community education program,"" within
the community school program.

Representatives of the fourteen com
munity schools neighborhood councils,
the community schools advisory commit
tee, and staff of community schools, along
with staff, faculty,and members of the stu
dent body from Lesley College, will con
tinue to work together on the development
and operation of this $27, 500 program.

(The Community Schools steering com
mittee named to work on this project: com
munity representatives at large, Betsy
Harshbarger, Agassiz; Khin-Lin Johnson,
Roberts; Dolly O'Neill, Fitzgerald; and
James Rodley, Longfellow. Webster Com

munity School Assistant Coordinator
Lucy Harrington is also on the commit
tee as are Peter E. Siegle, Professor of
Sociology and Anthropology at Lesley,
project director and Robin Klinetski, stu
dent representative. )

"REG. DEPT. " WORKING ON REQUESTS

Mr. John Deluise from the Cambridge
Recreation Department visited the Agas
siz Community Schools office on May 6
bringing bases and promising bats and
balls for the teens in the Agassiz neigh
borhood. He also said that arrangements
can be made through the Agassiz School
to fix the backboards on the school play
ground.

The drinking fountain on the Tot Lot
has been repaired, lights will be fixed,
and regular trash pick-ups will be made.
A traffic sign will also be posted.

The Recreation Department cannot pro
vide funds for nighttime supervision of
the Tot LotjrTegular police patrols will be
made. Whether or not the Recreation De
partment can provide requested assis
tance at the Sacramento Playfield has
yet to be determined.

BAKE SALE - RUMMAGE SALE

The Agassiz Community Schools Council is planning a combined bake sale and
rummage sale for the benefit of the Teen Center to be held Friday night, May 21
and Saturday afternoon, May 22. We need people to help plan and run this event as
well as donations of baked goods, toys, furniture, and other articles. For more
information or pick-ups call 876-9268, after 2:30 PM.

COME TO THE CAR WASH

Saturday, May 22, noon to 4 PM behind the Agassiz School (Sacramento Street).
$1. 00 includes cleaning the car inside. Wax job 50£ extra. Proceeds to Teen Center,


