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MEETINGS -MEETINGS~-MEETINGS
in APRIL

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY COUNCIL MTNG.
Wed., April 2nd, 8:00 p.m. in
the school library.

PTA - wedop A-pril 9th. 8300 Pl
in the school library.

CANMBRIDGE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS AD-
VISORY BOARD MEETING - Thurs.,
April 10th, 8100 p.m. at the
Haggerty School.

CANBRIDGE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

COMMISSION MEETING - Thurs.,
April 17th, 8:00 p.m. at the
Haggerty School.

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY CHILDREN'S
SCHOOL - PRE-SCHOOL MEETING
Thurs., April 17th, 7:45 p.m.
at the North Church.

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY CQUNCIL NEWS

At the last Council meeting (and

at a specially scheduled, supple-
mentary Council meeting on March
18th) the central issue under con-=
sideration was the admissions po-
licy of the Cooperative Kinder-
garten for the 1975~-76 school year.
The policy which was finally approved
by the Council is outlined on page
two of this Whistler.

The a Apri

will include:
1) A review of the accepted
admissions policies of the Co-
operative Kindergarten and 2
discussion of the summer re-
sponsibilities of the new kin-
dergarten teacher (not yet hired).

2) Discussion of the Community
Schools after-school programs
goals and methods of evaluation,

(o) i et ’

(after-school program) future
plans, and funding. .

3) Review/discussion of the
Council's policies and by-laws.

After-School Program Evaluation

At the Agassiz Community Council
Meeting on April 2nd there will be
time set aside to take a look at
the after-school program and to
come up with a set of guidelines
for evaluating the program on &an
ongoing basis. There will also be
discussion on what form the program
should take next year, especially
ﬂp regard to the growing need for.
after-school child care in the :

AgassiZ neighborhood. How this .
need might be answered by & program,
which alo encourages the kind of

drop-ini§§tivities so important

to the neighborhood seems to be a
central igsue. And last, but far
from leagi, is the growing problem
of funding, which stems from the
rising coﬁi;of_supplies and services
with no appreciable rise in the
money we\ggx}from the city. One
suggestion has been made to charge
a yearly fee' for the use of facili-
ties and servyices. Another sugges—
tion is to charge fees for more
classes and programs.

If you have any ideas or suggestion
on any of 'these issues, come to

the April Council Meeting and share
your thoughts with us. If you can'
come, let us know your ideas by
calling Julie Snow, Mon.-Fri., 2130
5130, at 876-9268; or drop by the
school any afternoon.
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AGASSTZ, QQMMHNIgX CHIIDREN'S
SCHOOL - 1975-76 APPLIGATIONS KINDERGARTEN ADNMISSIONS, cont,

™ Agasgi i 1 The 1) Prior registration in the 1
Preschool is a parent cooperative Agassiz Publice Kindergarten. !
which provides both family-grouped
and age-grouped programs for chil- 2) Proof of residency in the
dren 2-4% years in both open and Agassiz School District (e.g. |
structured settings. The school a current utility bili, driver's!
is funded jointly by tuition and license, etc.) f
by the Agassiz Community School
program. Parents are required to Parents ang children who might
rarticipate .in the preschool pro- wish to participate in the 75-%76
gram on a regular basis for ah session of the Cooperative Kin=-
amount of time determined by the dergarten are invited to visit
child's schedule. Attendance our room in the basement of the
options include full-time (8:30 Agassiz School on April 8th ]
to 2:3Q) and part-time, (public school registration day) |

4 4 and to obtain application materi-
Applications for admission to als at that time. |

the preéschool program for the
1975-76 school year are being ac-
cepted now t?rough May 1st. To obesi- | ;
tain an appl cation form or to ‘ :

‘ AGAS O KINDERGARTEN RE- |
arrangeé a visit to the preschool, ="APril 8th is the

please call 864-5081. day for kindergarten registration
; in the Agassigs neighborhood. .

aAgagsy ooperative Lndery en e . .
he ACCS Cooperative Kindergarten children who will be 4 yrs, and
™ is also a cogmunity-based. gérent 6 months of age by no later than
: October 1, 1975 are eligible to

cooperative supported by tuition ang . %
by Agassiz Community School funds. regisf:fi Fi?illei zlthflast
It was developed to complement the gamgfll OWIth regfs erM-gow'll
Public kindérgarten program both:. 33C % ’Bf; gge ergm 2 Wl
in duration angd content.i Children register from 12:30 to 2:30.
attend the cooperative kindergarten . . . .
. for that part gg;the'school d§§ During the registration Process; ,
which is not spent in public kinder- children will be greeted by the
garten, thus attending the combined

classes from 8130 to 2130, §taff memberg who will bpe collect~

. : . tudent’'s health vision hearing
This program requires considerable 5 : ’ ’
rarent involvement. Each family is motgindeve%opment. and general
responsible for: 1% hours of parent~ r?il hess or school. Children
help approximately once a month; pa- Wl 2ve a chance to meet their

. ! . teacher and +o play with their
rent jobs to provide for such ongoing .
tasks as bookkeeping, building and re- future classmates. We think these
registration activities should

pairing equipment buying supplies etc.; 1
and attending mon%hly planning and take from £ to 1 hour. Parents

decisiQn-making meetings.,

. ry ¢ . - . )
Registration for 1975-76 admission to child's birth certificate and
the Cooperative Kindergarten will medical 1nformation.about.1mmun1-
begin on April 8t and zZations (measles, diptheria,

“Aprdl 22nd. Applicants forthe kinder- Polio, tetanus, and Whooping
' garten must fulfill the following cough).

requirements and pPresent the follow-
'ng materials:

e
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A /PTA P P
APRIL MEETENG - Wednesday, April 9th,

“™ ag always at 8:00 p.m. in the library.

Here's an update on what the PTA has
been doing this year:

Getting adequate space for reading
tutors has been our biggest project.

In addition to the French office, which
we how expect to have available by

the end of Spring vacation, the

School Dept. has sent Agassiz two of
its new federally-funded maintenance
men. They have begun renovating the
"codl hole"”. There's no doubt.that

we owe this to our improved communica-
tions with the School Department and
the School Committees in the past

few months we have been able to make
them aware of who we are, and of what
our needs are. (Giving credit where
it's due - we owe this particular help
to Mr. Brown and Mr. Woodward of the
S.D. and His. Wolfrand Mr. Maynard of
the S.C.) That's the good part. Un-
fortunately, our newly acquired workers

. are unsupervised, and, therefore, go

about their work rather slowly. We
are communicating our dissatisfaction
about this to both the School Depart-
ment and the School Committee.

A recént lgﬂgz_gxgggg meeting focused
on plans for class organization for

next year. There are several alterna-
tives: 1) two straight 1sts and three
2nd-3rds, 2) two straight 1sts, a
straight 2nd, andtraight 3rd, and a
2nd-3rd, or 3) a straight 1st, two
1st-2nds, a strdight 3rd, and a 2nd-
3rd. Got that? The last seemed to

be the most popular idea, but until
we know who varinew teachers are and
where their abilities lie, it is
imposgible to make a definite choice
on class organization. It was af-
firmed that parents would be involved

in the:proecess..of choosing new teachers,

be they in-system transfers from
other Cambridge schools or outside
applicants. However, there is some
possibility of involuntary transfers,

@Min which case no one has a choice.

We also had a meeting on the upper
gradeg program with kids attending.

- . .

PIA, Cont.

In response to the clamor for a
llow- ting, we invite 6th,
7th and 8th graders and their
parents and teachers to gather at
the Long's house, 12 Sacramento

St., on Wed., April 2, at 7:30 p.m.

At our February meeting, we brief-
ly discussed the subject of race
and the curriculum. A committee
was established to find out what
parents and teachers think about
this (i.e. teaching about different
racial and éthnic heritages) and
what changes, if any, they would
like made; +to explore what has
been done in other schools; and
to call.a special meeting on this
topic. Peggy Umanzio, teacher, and
Brenda Williams, parent, volun-
teered to work on this. If you'd
iige to help, call Brenda at 354-
957.

NORTON WOODS SUMMER FROGRAM

Yes, it's that time again, time

to start planning the summer pro-
gram and especially the Norton
Woods' Program. We need from four
to six parents to work on organi-
zation, staff selection, and
priorities for enrollment. If you
have any questions on the program
or would like to help organize

it, please call Julie Snow, at
876-9268 during office hours.

If people do not volunteer, we
will have to interpret that as a
lack of interest in the program
and question whether the program
is as important as we have thougzht
it to be in the past.

If this is your first Whigtler and
you would like to continue receiv#:
ing this neighbofhood newsletter,
just call Julie Snow at 876-9268
any weekday afternoon and give her
your name and address. We will

put you on our mailing list and you
will receive a Whistler every month!
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P - = On March 13th, the
A.N.P.G. hald a joint working ses-
sion with representatives of the
City Department of Community Devel-
opment t6 study future uses for the
Sacramento Field. As most residents
are no doubt aware, Harvard Univer-
sity owns the field as well as
several preoperties surrounding it
and has indicated that it sees this
land as a potential site for
married student housing. The land
also falls within the area recently
down-zoned from C-3 to C-1. Using
the C-1 zoning requirement, the
participants studied, with the help
of a site model and building blocks,
the various housing schemes which
might be likely to develop if Har-
vard (which has indicated no speci-
fic plans at this time) should
decide to proceed.

The studies indicated that building

to capacity under present zoning would
leave.no community play space, while
the same number of units built

higher under a height variance at one
end of the site would leave room for
a (presumably joint Harvard-community)
open space. A.N.P.G. will follow this
meeting up with further studies to

be presented at a future meeting con-
cerning this important community area.

April is .the month for Spring cleaning
and that includés streets and sidewalks.
The Dept. of Public Works is about to
re~institute their highly successful
street cleaning program which means that
every . street in Cambridge will be clean-
ed onge a month. We can help out by
sweeping the sidewalk dirt into the
gutters and by parking according to

the posted. signs (They will tow if

you dgn't),

("YEIGHBORHOOD GARDENS - There is a city-
wide move underway this spring to turn
empty lots and city land into gardens
‘imilar to those at Fresh Pond or

ston's Fenway. The plan is to allo-

P

GARDENS, Cont.

cate a 10' X 10' plot of land to
any city resident who would like

to try her or his hand at vege-
table gardening. To do this in

the Agassiz neighborhood, we should
find a lot or lots in the area
capable of handling at least 12

of these plots. If such a site

is found (How about the empty lot
created when Harvard demolished

the house at 21 Sacramento St.?)
and permission granted by the owner
for its use, the D.P.W. will come
in and level it, provide top-soil
and manure as needed, roto-till and
fence it. With this kind of commit-
ment from the city, the least we
should be able to do is come up
with a site. - '

If you know of a possible site or
would like to work on a garden,
call Julie Snow at 876~9268 any
weekday afternoon to sign up. We
will compile a list of interested
people and, depending on the size
of the response, call a meeting in
two or three weeks to get things
underway.

COMMUNITY NOTICES:

On Sunday, April 20th at 2100 p.m.,
The AgaséiZ”Community Children's
School Preschool will sponsor a

benefit CONCERT. for families by
the GREENWOOD CONSORT. Renais-

sance songs and dances for all ages,
Tickets $2.00 for adults, 75¢ for
kids 16 and under; on dsale at the
door only.

Friday, April 18th - Cora Brooks
will present her poetry at Groliers

on Plympton St. in Harvard Square.
8:00 Pele

WANTED FOR CENTER FOR EXCEPTIONAL
CHILDREN, Roxbury (a program for
retarded pre-schoolers): panties,
training pants, corduroy pants and
blue jeans; sizes 2-6. Call Janet

Herrera at 442-9600.




