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MEETINGS-MEETINGS-MEETINGSin APRIL

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY COUNCIL MTNG.
Wed., April 2nd, 8t00 p.m. in
the school l ibrary.

PTA - Wed., April 9th, 8x00 p.m.
in the school l ibrary.

CAMBRIDGE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS AD
VISORY BOARD MEETING - Thurs.,
April 10th, 8t00 p.m. at the
Haggerty School.
CAMBRIDGE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
COMMISSION MEETING - Thurs.,
April 17th, 8«oo p.m. at the
Haggerty School.
AGASSIZ COMMUNITY CHILDREN'S
SCHOOL - PRE-SCHOOL MEETING
Thurs., April 17th, 7«45 p.m.
at the North Church.

AflASSIZ COTVHTNTTY CQHNCIL NEWS

At the last Council meeting (and
at a specially scheduled, supple
mentary Council meeting on March
18th) the central issue under con
sideration was the admissions po
licy of the Cooperative Kinder
garten for the 1975-76 school year.
The policy which was finally approved
by the Council is outlined on pagetwo of this Whist ler.

The affnda for the April meeting
will include 1

1) A review of the accepted
admissions policies of the Co
operative Kindergarten and a
discussion of the summer re<-

Sponsibil i t ies of the new kiny
dergarten teacher (not yet hired).
2) Discussion of the Community
Schools after-school programt
goals and methods of evaluation,

nr Aoril Council Meeting.
C o n t i n u a l . N ^ i ,

(after-school program.; future
plans, and funding.

3) Review/discussion of the
Council 's policies and by-laws.

After-School ProfTflm F-yaluat ion

At the Agassiz Community Council
Meeting on April 2nd there will be
time set aside to take a look at
the after-school program and to
come up with a set of guidelines
for evaluating the program on an
ongoing basis* There will also be
discussion on what form the program
should ;take next year, especially
iln regard to the growing need for
after-sehool child care in the
Agassi^ neighborhood. How this
need might be answered by a program
which apeo encourages the kind of
drop- in]%et iv i t ies so importantto the Neighborhood seems to be a
centra l iSsue. And last , but far
from leapi is the growing problem
of funding, which stems from the
rising co|| of supplies and services
with no appreciable rise in the
money we geft- from the city. One
suggestion has been made to charge
a yearly fee1 for the use of facili
ties and services. Another sugges
tion is to charge fees for more
classes and programs.

If you have any ideas or suggestion*
on any of these issues, come to
the April Council Meeting and share
your thoughts with us. If you can'
come, let us know your ideas by
call ing Jul ie Snow, Mon.-Fri. , 2i30
5i30, at 876-92681 or drop by the
school any afternoon.
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feShLiT?'?***' Pr»^h™;M The*xescnool is a parent cooperative
anrt°LPr°VideS both ft-iSwSSd
^1 ferFouped Programs foFchil-dren 2-4$ years in both open and
l?i£SyrJd«S?ttlB«8- ThePIchool
oy the Agassiz Community School
prograw. Parents are required to
par t ic ipate in the preset program on a regular basis for ah
SI?S5?of time ^termined by the
gild's schedule. Attendance+ro°? înelude f"H-time (8,30•to 2 i3Q) and par t - t ime. J

Applications for admission to
iol<Krch?ol1 P^gram for the-L975-76 school year are beinc ac
cepted now through May lstT To ob- =tain an application form or to
arrange a visit to the preschool
Please call 864-9081. prescnool»

i^lT^'^lr lr''.111
by°KstircrPP°T?ed S tuf?L6fandIt SK^Si f ?°Ti ty School funds.
public kf^i°Ped*t0 oon-Plement the
in S£iL«ndergarten program both:
att£2F£on and con*ent. Children
S~ 2u Jhe co0Perative kindergarten
w h L h ^ ^ o f t h e s c h o o l d l ywhich is not spent in public kinder
garten, thus a*tending «£ comMnld
classes from 8130 to 2.30/ tumoinea

rarenHf^? requires considerableparent involvement. Each familv 7«
h ^ T i b l V 0 r ' 1 * h o u ^ s o f S e n ? -
rlnt ^°?iDiate1?' once a aonthT pa-
tlsksJabSK^°v?rov^de for such ongoing
Jairin^ eaSi^!n?lnf' bu.i ldi«g afd rf-sJwi «i§ eWPment» buying supplies, e+o

begin on April 8th and^ili end „„
^ i i - a 2 M . A p p l i c a X 5 S f ^ t f t ^ d e r -garten must fulfill the following

•niu^SLrpresent ** £o^~

K^BBSSAsaEjv^BMgSIONS. nn»t.
1) Prior registration in the
Agassiz Public Kindergarten?

ilSST.^* M11' &™''\
Parents and children who might i
w ish to par t ic ipate in the f^
session of the CooperativtKin?
d e r g a r t e n a r e i n v i t e d " m
°^ room in the basement of theAgassiz School on April 8th
and l?JZh?01 registration day) !

d a T f o T k i n d e ^ ^ e n r e l i s ^ t i o n

register. Famil ies with las*
8^oS-,A"^wi11 register from
$J2Zl1,32l those from H-z "illregister from 12.30 to 2«30>

JiJfn^ the registration process,
^"ren wil l be greeted by the'*
SS» «SS"e and °ther schoolfnT- members who will be collecting information about each fii+n~
student's health, vision? hearw
? e a d L f ^ 0 P m e n J ' ^ " g e n e r t l 1 ^ 'readiness for school. Children
±llLh&Ve a ohance *o meet thlir
futSr*er,^d t0.play with *heir
reg i s l r a^ ionT6^ ?e th i nk *>« . .^?5E?2n*acJlvitieB sh0«ldtaKe from t to 1 hour. Parents
are required to brine the f-^i i .
i n g i n f o r m a t i o n f o r ^ e l i l t r l t ^ n "
c h i l d ' s b i r t h c e r t i fi c a t e d

po l i o + i+ fas les« d iP the r ia , *
coSh). tanUS* ^dwhoopinl
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PTA/PTA/PTA/PTA/PTA/PTA/PTA/PTA

APRIL MEETING - Wednesday, April 9th,
as always at 8«00 p.m. in the library.

Here•s an update on what the PTA has
been doing this yean

Getting adequate space for reading
tutors has been our biggest project.
In addition to the French office, which
we how expect to have available by
the end of Spring vacation, the
School Dept. has sent Agassiz two of
its new federally-funded maintenance
men. They have begun renovating the
"coal hole"• There•s no doubt.that
we owe this to our improved communica
tions with "the School Department and
the School Committee; in the past
few months we have been able to make
them aware of who we are, and of what
our needs are. (Giving credit where
it's due - we owe this particular help
to Mr. Brown and Mr. Woodward of the
S.D. and Sttrs. Wolfnand Mr. Maynard of
the S.C.) That's the good part. Un
fortunately, our newly acquired porkers
are unsupervised, and, therefore, go
about their work rather slowly. We
are communicating our dissatisfaction
about this to both the School Depart
ment and the School Committee.
A recent lower grades meeting focused
on plans for class organization for
next year. There are several alterna
tives i 1) two straight lsts and three
2nd-3tds, 2) two straight lsts, a
straight 2nd, ans'traight 3rd, and a
2nd-3rd, or 3) a straight 1st, two
lst-2nds, a straight 3rd, and a 2nd-
3rd. Got that? The last seemed to
be the most popular idea, but until
we know who "oiarlnew teachers are and
w h e r e t h e i r a b i l i t i e s l i e , i t i s
impossible to make a definite choice
on class organization. I t was af
firmed that parents would be involved
in they process.-<6f choosing new teachers,
be they in-system transfers from
other Cambridge schools or outside
applicants. However, there is some
poss ib i l i t y o f invo lun tary t rans fe rs ,
in which case no one has a choice.
We also had a meeting ori the upper
grades program with kids attending.

PTAi GQlQt»
In response to the clamor for a
follow-up meeting, we invite 6th,
7th and 8th graders and their
parents and teachers to gather at
the Long's house, 12 Sacramento
St., on Wed.. April 2. at 7O0 p.m.
At our February meeting, we brief
ly discussed the subject of race
and the curriculum. A committee
was established to find out what
parents and teachers think about
th is ( i .e . teach ing about d i f fe rent
racial and ethnic heritages) and
what changes, if any, they would
like made; to explore what has
been done in other schools; and
to call a special meeting on this
topic. Peggy Umanzio, teacher, and
Brenda Williams, parent, volun
teered to work on this. I f you'd
like to help, call Brenda at 35^-
4957.

NORTON WOODS SUMMER PROGRAM

Yes, i t 's that t ime again, t ime
to start planning the summer pro
gram and especially the Norton
Woods* Program. We need from four
to six parents to work on organi
zat ion, s ta ff se lect ion, and
p r i o r i t i e s f o r e n r o l l m e n t . I f y o u
have any questions on the program
or would like to help organize
i t , p lease cal l Jul ie Snow,at
876-9268 during office hours.
If people do not volunteer, we
wil l have to interpret that as a
lack of interest in the program
and question whether the program
is as important as we have thought
it to be in the past.

I f th is is your firs t Whist ler and
you would like to continue receive
ing this neighborhood newsletter,
just call Julie Snow at 876-9268
any weekday afternoon and give her
your name and address. We will
put you on our mailing list and you
will receive a Whistler every month1.
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AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING
GROUP - NEWS - On March 13th, the
A.N.P.G. hald a joint working ses-

^ s ion w i th rep resen ta t i ves o f the^ City Department of Community Devel
opment to study future uses for the
Sacramento Field. As most residents
are no doubt aware, Harvard Univer
sity owns the field as well as
several propert ies surrounding i t
and has indicated that it sees this
land as a potential site for
married student housing. The land
also fal ls within the area recent ly
down-zoned from C-3 to C-l. Using
the C-l zoning requirement, the
part ic ipants studied, with the help
of a site model and building blocks,
the various housing schemes which
might be likely to develop if Har
vard (which has indicated no speci
fic plans at this t ime) should
decide to proceed.

The Studies indicated that building
to capacity under present zoning would
leave no community play space, while
the same number of units built
higher under a height variance at one

^ end of the site would leave room fora (presumably joint Harvard-community)
open space. A.N.P.G. wi l l fol low this
meeting up with further studies to
be presented at a future meeting con
cerning this important community area.

STREET ClfiANiygrftW AGAIN,FQLK5
April is .the month for Spring cleaning
and that includes streets and sidewalks.
The Dept. pf Public Works is about to
re - ins t i tu te the i r h igh ly success fu l
street cleaning program which means that
every street in Cambridge will be cleaned once a month. We can help out by
sweeping the sidewalk dirt into the
gutters and by parking according to
the posted, signs (They will tow if
you don't) .

gardens, Cont>
cate a 10' X 10' plot of land to
any city resident who would like
to try her or his hand at vege
table gardening. To do this in
the Agassiz neighborhood, we should
find a lot or lots in the area
capable of handling at least 12
of these plots. I f such a s i te
is found (How about the empty lot
created when Harvard demolished
the house at 21 Sacramento St.?)
and permission granted by the owner
for its use, the D.P.W. will come
in and level i t , prov ide top-soi l
and manure as needed, roto-till and
fence it. With this kind of commit
ment from the city, the least we
should be able to do is come up .
w i th a s i te .

If you know of a possible site or
would like to work on a garden,
call Julie Snow at 876-9268 any
weekday afternoon to sign up. We
wi l l compi le a l is t o f in terested

people and, depending on the size
of the response, call a meeting in
two or three weeks to get things
underway•

^SjqflBQRHQQP GARDENS - There is a city-
wide move underway this spring to turn
empty lots and city land into gardens
'imilar to those at Fresh Pond or
Eton's Fenway. The plan is to allo-

COMMUNITY NOTICESt

On Sunday. April 20th at 2«00 p.m..
The Agassiz Community Children's
School Preschool will sponsor a
benefit CONCERT: for families by
the GREENWOOD CONSORT. Renais
sance songs and dances for all ages.
Tickets $2.00 for adults, 750 for
kids 16 and under; on sale at the
door only.

Friday. April 18th - Cora Brooks
wil l present her poetry at Groliers
on Plympton St. in Harvard Square.
8x00 p.m.

WANTED FOR CENTER FOR EXCEPTIONAL
CHILDREN, Roxbury (a program for
re tarded pre-schoolers) t pant ies ,
training pants, corduroy pants andb lue jeans; s izes 2-6 . Ca l l Janet
Herrera at 442-9600.


