
February 1. 1978

COMMUNITY EVENTS
AGASSIZ OOMMJNITY OO'JNOIL
MESTIxN'G, Wednesday, February
1, 8:00 p.m. in the school
l i b r a r y.
PTA MEETING - date to be
announced.

FEBRUARY RELEASE DAY -
Tuesday, February 14th:
i day of school.
FOLK DANCING FOR THE WHOLE
FAMILY!..' A performance by
the Boston Community Folk
Dancers followed by dancing
for everyone. Tuesday, Feb.
21, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the
Agassiz gym. Free.
FEBRUARY VACATION - Feb.
20-24. No school all week;
Community School activities
Tuesday-Friday.

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS

The January 4th Community Council
meeting was chaired by our new
Council chairperson, Brian Kull-
man.
In reviewing the current Block
Grant allocations in Cambridge,
we learned that the city has added
$120,000 on to its original allo
cution of $100,000 for the Sacra
mento Field project (taking the
land from Harvard and developing
It into a park for the Agassiz
neighborhood). The neighborhood'sreauest for sidewalk trees along
Oxford Street In front of the
school and the tot-lot was also
given the O.K., although it Is

COJNCIL NEWS. Cont.

unclear wlwt these trees might be
planted. Brian suggested that
the Council send a letter to the
City Manager, with a copy to the
Community Development Office, stat
ing our appreciation for the new
funds and our hope that we might
see some action-particularly on the
Sacramento Field project-this year.

The Council then reviewed the three
current zoning battles happening
in and near our neighborhood: on
Mellon Street, in neighborhood 9, and
in the Observatory Hill area. The
Council voted to draft a letter of
sunnort for the efforts of the Mellon
St. residents to down-zone that area
from 0-3 to 0-1 (which would prevent
ijsslty College or anyone else from
building high-r ises In the area).
Harry Pskowski, Council Treasurer,
volunteered to read the letter at
the public hearing of the City
Planning Board on January 17th rfhere
the residents' down-zoning petit ion
would be introduced.

People briefly discussed, without
finding so lut ions for, the problems
of speeding on Oxford Street and
teacher parking (presently on the
front yard of the school).

The next Council Meeting will be
on Wednesday, February 1st. at

'./on't you join us with any neighbor
hood concerns you might have? See
you there.'

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY SCHOOL NEWS
The NIGHT OF FOLK DANCING FOH THE
WH0U8 FAMILY on Feb. 21 will be the
first o f a ser ies of fo lk-dancing
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COMMUNITY SCHOOL NEWS. Coat.

Rights at Agassiz. They will con
tinue on the 3rd Tuesday of eaoh
month throughout the spring. After
the first one, Carol Swann will take
over as teacher and we will all
dance for the entire evening (7-
8:30). PLAN TO COKE ON TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 21st for entertainment
and dancing. Then you'll know
what to expect on the folk dancing
nights that fo l low.
Here's our PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE
of activi t ies for February Vacation.
Afuller, more detailed schedule
will be handed out the week before
vacat ion.
MONDAY: Holiday - no program

TUESDAY: Mjltl-Medla Show 1-3 p.m.
at King Community School,
dancing, light show, musicfor elementary-aged kids.
Sign up with Julie before
vacation begins.

WEDNESDAY: Ski Trip for Teens
Ail day, o openings,
#4.50 perperson, see Ken
to sign up and for more
d e t a i l s .
Ice Fol l ies in the af ter-
noon. (TENTATIVE).

THURSDAY: 2 Ski Trip for Teens
same as above).

SENIORS. Cont.
4:30 in the North Congregational
Church on Mass. Ave. next to Sear, )
This is a friendly get together
for cards, games, refreshments,
and occaional speakers or special
events. I t is open to a l l senior
citizens in the Agassiz neighborhood
so feel free to drop in any Wed
nesday afternoon.

Also, the Agassiz Community School
program would like to thank the
several senior cit izens who continue
to br ing us the i r re-cyc leables for
our program - we use the jars,
yogurt containers, paper rol ls, etc,
constantly. Thank you.

FRIDAY:

Wal-Lex for Preteens and
Teens - Koiiar-ekating
Only. 10:30-12:30. $1.50,
sign up with Julie before
vacat ion.

Off the Wall Movies 10-11:30
a.m. - for K-4th grades (ap-

MBLLON STREET DOWN-ZONING EFFORTS

On Tuesday, January 17th, residents
of the Agassiz neighborhood appear
ed be-fore the City of Cambridge
Planning Board to petition that the
two block area bordered by Mellon,
Wendell, and Oxford Streets and
Mass. Av*> be zoned at 0-1 rather
than at the current zoning designa
tion of 0-3.

"Residence C-3" is a high density
designation which has no height
l imi t , a permi t ted floor area rat io
(building area to lot aroa) of 3.0,
and a permitted density of 144
dwell ing units per acre. "Residence
C-lH is a moderate density designa
tion with a height l imit of 35', a
permitted floor area ratio of .75,
and a permitted density of 36 dwel
ling units per acre. Both C-3 and
0-1 allow only residential and in

s t i tu t iona l uses .

proximately). Location to be
determined.

SENIOR CITIZEN NEWS

ql^^n??!**** the North Cambr idgeSenior Citizens meet from 2:00 to

Residents from this area argued
that this two block area is pri

marily a residential one and is the
last area in the Agassiz neighbor
hood that still remains zoned at
0-3 (over the past 6 years the ~\
Agassiz Neighborhhod Planning Grout
has successfully worked to down-zone
the rest of the neighborhood to C-l).
The C-l zoning is essential to pre
serve the many fine, old buildings
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MELLON STREET DOWN-ZONING. Cont.

on the s t reets in quest ion,and the
ins t i t u t i ona l expans ion encouraged
by the C-3 des igna t i on w i l l r esu l t
i n h i g h r i s e b u i l d i n g , i n c r e a s e d
d e n s i t y, a n d a s i g n i fi c a n t l o s s o f
tax revenues fo r the C i t y.

Lesley Col lege spoke against the
pe t i t i on and revea led t he i r p l ans
f o r t h e a r e a i n q u e s t i o n . L e s l e y
p lans t o con t i nue i t s h i gh r i se
bu i ld ing deve lopment by tear ing
down 10 houses on Oxford, Wendell
and Mel lon St reets in order to erect
a 7- story academic bui ld ing. The
resu l t ing park ing prob lems cou ld
necess i ta te the removal o f addi
t iona l bu i ld ings on Mel lon and
Wende l l to bu i ld a park ing fac i
l i t y . H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y a l s o
indicated p lans for the area and
spoke ou t aga ins t the pe t i t i on .

Need less to say, th is ne ighbor
hood does not need high rise
development, more students, and
more proper ty taken off the tax
r o l e s . T h i s h e a r i n g w a s t h e fi r s t
step in the process by which
the Planning Board arr ives at a
recommendat ion on the pet i t ion.
The Planning Board wi l l submit
i ts recommendat ions to the Ci ty
Council which may then adopt or
reject an amendment derived from
t h e p e t i t i o n . I t i s a t t h e C i t y
Council meeting where this com
munity wi l l have another chance
to present i ts case. YOUR
SUPPORT WILL BE mQDST). We
wi l l le t you know the P lann ing
Board's recommendations and
when the Counci l wi l l d iscuss
t h e p e t i t i o n .

NOTICES. Cont.

even ings . Fo r more I n fo rma t i on ,

§ lease ca l l Phy l l i s Korn fe ld a t64-9081 or E i leabeth Stem at
492-2042. ?hank you.

Wanted: one second-hand VW or
Datsun station wagon, up to 5 or
6 y e a r s o l d , l o w m i l e a g e . C a l l
Sam at 492-3390.

Ken Basler

j0^&\

COMMUNITY NOTICES

WAJslTED: Adult child-care person
who iu able to come to our homes
several t imes per month, esp.
dur ing school hours or in the


