
AGASSIZ
OCTOBER 1978

COMMUNITY EVENTS

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING,
Wednesday, October 11, 8:00 P.M. in the
school l ibrary.

MELLON STREET DOWNZONING,
Tuesday, Oct. 17, 9:00 P.M. - public
hearing before the Planning Board inthe Council Chambers, City Hall.

MELLON STREET DOWNZONING,
Thursday, Oct. 19, 7:00 P.M. - public
hearing before the City Council Ordinance
Committee, in the Council Chambers, City
Hal l .

COLUMBUS DAY, Monday, Oct. 9. No School

^OCTOBER RELEASE DAY,^Wednesday, Oct. 11. School ends at
12:30. No Community Schools.

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY SCHOOL NEWS

The K-3rd Grade Program is well underway
■En nKS i tM i I l I t i

children. Both Smiley Winter and Diane
Williams are back for a second year.
(Many thanks to Annie Ashley who filledin during September.) We new have four
work-study students working with us, as
well, so our full schedule of weekly
act iv i t ies wi l l be fina l ized in the next
week or so (including sports for the
younger children, the Third Grade Club,Science Clubs, etc.) Gymnastics classes
with Robin White are also underway. There
are a couple of spaces in the beginners'
class. If you would^ like to enroll your
child in this class, speak to Julie Snow
any afternoon during after-school.
V/e need these items for our program. If
you have any of them and would like to
bring them in, we'd appreciate it:

COMMUNITY SCHOOL NEWS (CONT'D)
- broom sticks
- l iquid detergent bot t les

(with covers)- c lear plast ic containers
(with covers)- old BIC pen

- old strings of beads, needles,
etc.

- styrofoam meat trays
- corks

AGASSIZ AFTER-SCHOOL II - GRADES
4 - 8 - The 4-8th graders' After-
School program this year consists
of classes and sports, but these
wil l be no drop-in. The fol lowing
is a listing of classes and times
set up so far. Complete descrip
tions and registration forms have
been distributed through the school
If you need these forms or any
other information, call Ken Basler
at 876-9268, Mon-Fri, 2:30-5:30.

Mondâ

Tuesda1

Wednesday-

Thursda-

Frida^

Needlepoint
Embroidery
Woodworking
Cooking
Drawing and Cartooning
Paint ing
Gymnastics
Piano Class
Indoor Gardening Club
Cooking
Judo
Photography
Swimming
Bat ik ing
Macrame
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COMMUNITY SCHOOL NEWS (CONT'D)

The following sports will be offered
through the intramural sports department
of the school system. I f interested,
speak to the appropriate teacher:
Girls basketball - Mr. Michelski
Boys basketball - Mr. Madden
flag footbal l - Mr. Scagl ion i
Soccer - Ms. Campbell
Gymnastics - Ms. Campbell

Evening gym sports will begin in
November.

EVENING PROGRAM

Monday - The L i t t le Orchest ra
rehearsals 7:30-9:30
Visitors welcome.

Thursday - Adul t Vol leybal l8:00 p.m. in gym .

Evening basketball and gym hockey
will begin in November

MELLON STREET DOWN-ZONING
The down-zoning petition for the
Everett-Mellon-Wendell St. blocks
expired without action being taken
by the City Council. However, the
Planning Board has recommended in
favor of the compromise plan put
forward by the City Community
Development Department. This plan
will be presented to the Planning
Board on October 17th and then to the
City Council Ordinance Committee on
October 19. The second meeting is
the important one to attend. ** 1S
doubtful that Lesley College wil l
accept the compromise and we will
again need seven votes to pass it.
Please put this hearing on your
calendar and try to at tend. I t is
crucial to the future of this neigh
borhood.

MELLON STREET DOWN-ZONING (CONT'D)

The failure of the Council to act
in June resulted from a series of
parliamentary moves that took place
during that month. In early June it
appeared that the seven votes neces
sary for the compromise plan were
there. Councillors Duehay, GTaham,
Frisoli, Velucci, Wylie, Danehy, and
Preusser backed the City compromise,
while Council lors Sull ivan and
Crane favored retaining the C-3
zoning (dense development). On two
regularly scheduled Council meetings
in June, the compromise plan was up
for a role, but on one occasion
Counci l lor Fr isol i ( for reasons un
related to our petit ion) was not
voting at all, while on the second
attempt Mayor Danehy became ill and
had to leave before the issue came
up. The Mayor called a special
meeting of the Council on our behalf
on Friday, June 30th for the exr^ss
purpose of ordaining the compromise
plan. At considerable inconvenience
to themselves several Councillors
changed their holiday plans at the
last moment to attend. However, onl
six of the seven necessary council
lors appeared (Frisoli did not) so
the Council adjourned without taking
up the matter.
(see attached map for ReZoning
information, p. 3)

Don't forget to come to City Hall
on Thursday, October 19, 7:00 p.m.
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ft&slien Street Rezoning/
Res C-3 to Res C-1 & Res C-2 A

RED-LINE EXTENSION

F i r s t a n o v e r v i e w : T h e t e r m r e d - l i n e
ex tens ion re fe rs to the fede ra l l y f unded
$440 mi l l ion extension of the subway
from Harvard Square to Alewife Brook
Parkway. As p roposed i t w i l l go in a
deep bore tunnel from Harvard Square
to Porter Sq. where there is to be a
n e w s t a t i o n , t h e n i t w i l l c o n t i n u e t h e
deep bore to Davis Sq. for another new
s t a t i o n . F r o m D a v i s S q . i t w i l l b e c u t
and cover tunnel fo l lowing the R.R.
right of way back into N. Camb. across
Mass. Ave. near the t ro l ley yards and
al l the way down to Russel F ie ld. There
i t w i l l c u t a c r o s s t h e n o r t h e r n t h i r d
of the fie ld and go under A lewi fe
Brook Parkway where i t wi l l terminate
near the Rou te 2 ro ta ry. The p ro jec t
w i l l take a t leas t 5 years to comple te .
So , where does Agass iz fi t i n to a l l o f
t h i s ? R i g h t i n t h e m i d d l e .

v -ast Spr ing residents in the Agassiz
neighborhood discovered that the MBTA
had- purchased the property on the cor
ne r o f Mass . Ave . and Garfie ld S t . A t

RED LINE EXTENSION (CONT'D)

a meet ing wi th the c i ty p lanning dept ,
we were assured that the purchase
was for the const ruc t ion o f a vent
shaft and emergency exi t for the
tunne l benea th . A l though the con -
cons t ruc t ion wou ld take p lace in
f ront of the house i t would not be
damaged and would be sold upon
c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e v e n t s h a f t . A
minor inconvenience to the neighbor
hood compared with what other areas
faced .

We l l , t h i s m inor inconven ience
changed very quickly to a major and
serious impact on the Agassiz neigh
borhood. From a s imple vent shaf t
we now are faced with a major staging
area. This means that the MBTA want

. to tear down the exist ing house, use
the lo t for s torage of equipment and
use the vent shaft tunnel as an ex
cavat ing hole from which most of
the tunnel debree wi l l come out of
the ground at Garfield St. , by means
o f a t h r e e s t o r y t a l l c r a n e , w i l l b e
loaded into dump trucks and hauled
up Mass. Ave. to Por ter Sq. I t may
a l so necess i t a te t he c los ing o f a t
least one lane on Mar;s. Ave.

Residents have met with the MBTA,
C i t y o f fi c i a l s , H a r v r . r d U n i v e r s i t y
and merchants in an ..atter.pt to deal
w i t h t h i s s e r i o u s p r o b l e m . O u r
first plan was to save the house by
having the MBTA use the property as
i t fi r s t i n t e n d e d . I f ; . h i s c o u l d
not be accomplished wc requested
that the MBTA move the house back
on the s i t e f o r t he du ra t i on o f t he
cons t ruc t ion per iod and then re tu rn
i t t o i t s o r i g i n a l f o u n d a t i o n . O u r
th i rd course o f ac t ion was to request
the MBTA to move the house to another
si te in the area and then move i t
back.

The MBTA has rejected the first two
options because they need the whole
s i t e f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h e i m p a c t
to the neighborhood dur ing the next
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n>ED-LINE EXTENSION (CONT'D)
two - five years may be devastating.
The third option is now being con
sidered. The community has indicated
that the two sites in the area that
would be acceptable for the temporary
moving of building would be the parkinglot on Sacramento St. or the back lot
adjacent to the existing site overlook
ing Sacramento Field. Both sites areowned by Harvard. Harvard has indicated
to the ci ty that nei ther s i te is
acceptable but proposed a third site in
the neighborhood. Where else but the
community gardens site. Once again the
community is caught in the middle ofa power struggle. The MBTA needs the
site to keep to its time schedule with
little regard to neighborhood, impact.
The neighborhood and the city faces the
loss of one more fine old home to be
replaced at a future time with a brick
store front. Harvard is presented a
chance to help with little or not cost
to them and they play games by promising
a site that this neighborhood hopes to
turn into.a park.

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY CENTER (CONT'D) ^

for 20 Sacramento St. This building
was used last by the program when it
was leased to Sanctuary. Sanctuary
has gone out of business and the
council was able to negotiate a
lease with Harvard. Although i t
provides for much space it is a
large responsib i l i ty. Let 's hope we
can do it. More on this at the
council meeting.

PLAYGROUP.FOR PRESCHOOL CHILDREN
A number of mothers in the Agassiz
neighborhood are forming, an informal
playgroup for preschool chi ldren. A
place to meet other parents and have
your children play with other children
^specially during the winter months.The Agassiz Community School is pro
viding space in their new building
at 20 Sacramento St. (formally
Sanctuary). This group will meet
every Tuesday morning from 9:30 to
12:00 and all are welcome. If you
would like more information call Ada
at 661-2961 or Nella at 547-5399.

DISCUSSIONS FOR PARENTS OF SCHOOL
AffE CHILDREN (K-12)
A group for parents in the Agassiz
neighborhood to share concerns, prob
lems and survival techniques with
the goal of helping one another to
cope with the complexities and frus
t ra t ions o f paren t ing . Group fac i l i
tated by Joan Schulman and Steven
Keats, practising counselors exper
ienced in leading parent groups. ^
Eight 1 1/2 hour meetings, one
evening a week for eight weeks, (day
and time to be announced, determined
according to needs of group members)
$40.00 for eight meetings. Sign-up
deadline: Oct. 13. Group wil l begin
in October. Call 547-8970 or
782-9637 for more information.

MUSIC CLASSES FOR PRE-SCHOOLERS

A class for young children learning
to enjoy, and make their own music.
Every Thursday morning from 10:00- 11:00 at the Agassiz Community
Center, 20 Sacramento St. $1.00
per class. For more informationcall Ada at 661-2961.

AGASSIZ COMMUNITY CENTER

The Agassiz Community Council has signed
a one year lease with Harvard University
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SACRAMENTO FIELD

In our. ongoing efforts to turn Sac
ramento Field and the Community
Graden site into the much needed
open space this community deserves

City has just finished with two
appraisals of the land. This is the^
first step toward taking the land
by eminent domain from Harvard Uni
versi ty. . Unfortunately the two
appraisals were $200,000 apart. This
means that the City will have to
seek a third appraisal and more
lost t ime.

given up the notion of holding on
to the field. They have presented
to the neighborhood and the City a
new plan. Rather than build on the
field new construction as they have
proposed in the past, they wouldmove four or five houses from
other parts of Cambridge onto the
field. This would be in keeping
with the "nature of the neighborhood.

AGASSIS
SCHOOL

' I

i a

^■^ b f c c .

This new housing would be for
j r. facu l ty. In exchange fo r the
use of the field they would sell to
the city the property from 20 Sacra
mento St. down to the school. The
City would then tear down the six
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SACRAMENTO FIELD (CONT'D)
houses involved and create a park
adjacent to the Agassiz School.
(See map, p. 5). What do you think?
C.ome to the Council Meeting and
share your thoughts.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

<*
Wanted to buy: a set of

bunk beds. Please call
Phyllis, 864-9081 Eves, or
547-3752 Days.

For Sale: (1) attractive child-
cize bed, handmade of wood
with extra-thick and firm fpam
mattress.;, guard rail on one side.Perfect.for child's first bed.

(2) Old G.E. washer,still works but going fast. Some
one might want it for parts. Best
o f fe r.
Call Phyllis, 864-9081 Eves,
547-3752 Days.


