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Retail Cannabis Update

Arish Halani, owner of Herbwell Cannabis,
updated Baldwin Neighborhood Council on the
three years-long process and next steps to open
the store at 1686 Massachusetts Avenue.

At the time of the April 11th meeting, he
anticipated completing construction and
receiving a certificate of occupancy in mid-June.
The store will need to pass an inspection by the
State Cannabis Control Commission before
officially opening for business. Mr. Halani said

he anticipates the entire process will conclude in
late June or early July at the latest. His next steps
also include attending community meetings and

hosting educational seminars on cannabis.

“The neighborhood will be the majority of our

customers and we want the neighborhood to be

educated,” Mr. Halani said.

Mr. Halani also introduced himself and his vision
for the business to the council. He said he is

local to Massachusetts, having attended Babson
College, and has years of experience in the
cannabis business. With Herbwell, he explained
that he wants to provide a boutique, small
neighborhood dispensary feel and is not looking

to have lines out the door.

Q&A

Q: What does vertically integrated mean?
- Ruth Goodman

A: It means managing all aspects of the cannabis
production, including growing, packaging,
product making, and selling. All of our
products are made in Massachusetts.

Q: Where are your locations elsewhere? - Joel
Bard

A: T have managed retail locations in Worcester
and Northampton. I have also managed a
cultivation facility in Douglas.

Q: What is your understanding of the status

NEXT BNC MONTHLY MEETING

June 13th, 7:30 PM
ZOOM - RSVP by visiting https://bit.ly/bnc-rsvp

AGENDA

*  New Logo for BNC

* Lesley University Updates

*  Herbwell Cannabis presents consumer
education presentation regarding forms
and uses of cannabis
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of potential competitors in the area? - Joel
Bard

A: At this point we are an approved operator
and moving on to construction. There are two
other approved operators closer to the Porter
Square MBTA station, and another permit
at 1730 Mass. Ave. That particular candidate
will be a competitor. Not all the businesses
given permits will open. It’s a tricky business.

Q: Are the two companies, Resinate and Halani,

connected? - Peggy Kutcher plans for the three-story building previously
A: They are separate. I am an investor and part owned by Lesley University. They plan to retain
owner in Resinate, where I served as retail the building’s existing footprint and most of its
director and ground manager. I branched off facade, largely focusing on interior changes to
from that company and own Herbwell on my retrofit it for lab use. The developers were
own. I use Resinate as a reference point to represented by Johanna Schneider, attorney from
show that I have done it before and will do it Hemenway & Barnes, Jim Rohnstock, architect
correctly. Resinate will also be one of many from EMBARC, and Scott Thornton, a transpor-
sources of wholesale product for Herbwell. tation consultant from Vanesse & Associates.
Q: How will the space look inside? - Phoebe The plans also include reducing the occupancy
Sinclair of the building from 150 to 55 and the number
A: The front will have a clear window space with ~ of onsite parking spaces from 18 to 5, aiming to
a barrier wall with a mural, instead of glazed reduce traffic impact in the area.
windows. The mural is by the interior design-
er, which will be printed instead of painted. “This site is in a great confluence of transit
We are also interested in talking to local art- facilities, bus service, Red Line, commuter rail,
ists to paint inside the dispensary. The base- and great bike facilities. We hope to encourage
ment space will be used for administra tenants to commute in these sustainable and
tive functions. alternative transportation modes,” said Mr.
Thornton.
Q: Do you have a plan for equitably reaching
out to artists? - Peggy Kutcher Among the exterior changes are rooftop
A: In relation to equity, that’s the purpose of mechanicals to support lab use in the building,
reaching out to the neighborhood groups. which will be obscured by a screen wall to
We want to reach leaders of the community minimize noise, and infilling alcoves in the front
so they can direct us where to do this of the building. Ms. Schneider shared that the
equitably. building will be fossil fuel-free, all electric, and
that the developers will be pursuing LEED
Learn More silver certification.
https://www.herbwellcannabis.com
https://masscannabiscontrol.com Q&A
Q: Who will be the residents and what will they
Proposed Use for 815 Somerville Ave be experimenting with? - Skip Schiel
Representatives of KS Partners, the new owners A: No specific tenants are lined up. Likely a

of 815 Somerville Avenue, shared the proposed smaller sized biologics, chemistry, or biology
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lab that is making the transition and ramping
up to its next space. There are state regula-
tions that they need to adhere to and can’t
exceed.

Q_: What kinds of people are interested in these
smaller labs? - Joel Bard

A: Alot of these groups are coming out of lab
shares, which is essentially a co-working space

but for labs.

Q: How is this different from the one in Kendall
Square? - Joel Bard

A: It’s similar. There’s a lot of demand for these
smaller spaces, looking for 7-10,000 square
foot spaces and a home as they make a go at
whatever their product is. Ultimately that’s
the market we’re catering to.

Q: Has there been discussion yet as to why build
lab space rather than housing - given how
great the access is to public transportation?

- Ruth Ryals

A: KS Partners, the owner of the property, is a
lab developer. Housing is not within their
repertoire. In terms of retrofitting a com-
mercial building for housing, it can be really
difficult to create housing that people would
want to live in. To convert anything or create
housing, there are certain requirements about
natural light, and this building is bordered on
two sides with no access to create windows.
It’'s much more suitable for a commercial
renovation.

Q: If there are any issues, who should residents
reach out to? - Phoebe Sinclair

A: We've not selected a contractor or engaged
in a construction process yet. We will post
contact information at the site when
construction starts.

Q: When did Lesley put the building up for sale?
- Joel Bard

A: We bought it in September of 2022 and
they were selling 11 buildings at the time.

To learn more visit:

HIP HOP FESTIVAL RECAP

Thursday, April 20th
marked the return of
the Hip Hop Festival!

We welcomed hip
hop lovers of all ages,
including groups from
Community Arts and
King Open, to the
backyard to enjoy
performances by Bakari
JB, KHANscience
Wisdom, The Floor
Lords, Zakiyyah and
King Open Dance.

Naheem Garcia returned as emcee and Motivate
Merren DJ'ed. This year, performers

celebrated both the rich history and limitless
tuture of the genre, blending with other genres
such as Zakiyyah’s “hip hopera” and the Floor
Lords’ multigenerational dancing. To paraphrase
Naheem Garcia as he closed out the event, it was
one of the best hip hop shows, and it happened
right here in our own backyard!

The Little Crépe Café, 102 Oxford Street,
sponsored the event, raffling free crépes for
the audience and providing crépes to all the
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performers. Thank you so much to Jean Dany THANK YOU 2022 DONORS
Joachim and the rest of the staff for your support!

Additional donations come through Maud
View more photos from the event by visiting Morgan Arts and the Living Well Network.
https://bit.ly/hiphopfest2023photos We're also grateful for the many hours of time
donated by volunteer food pantry delivery

cyclists and drivers.

A. O. Wilson Foundation, Inc.
Ada Park Snider
Ana Balbino
Andrea Walsh and Carmen Sirianni
Andrew Verardo
Angela Chang
Angela Radan
Anita Rae Simpson
MAUD’S HANDMADE MAY MARKET Ann Schlesinger
AND LWN SOCIAL PHOTOS Anne Charette
Anne Smith
Enjoy photos and memories from our first ever Anonymous
Maud’s Handmade May Market and the return of ~ Aram Comjean
the Living Well Network social! Despite the rain, ~ Arlene and Daniel Holtzman
we had a great time doing tai chi, painting mush- Aron Bernstein and Susan Goldhor

rooms and shopping handmade goods created by Asaf Revach
our staff. We also unveiled a new mural designed Astrid and Doug Dodds
by our middle school art students. Barbara Baker

Barbara Barss

View more photos by visiting Barbara St. Clare Post
https://bit.ly/mhmmlwnsocial2023 Beryl Minkle
- — Bill and Linda Green

Bill and Lisa Laskin

Bronwen Murphy

Cambridge Community Foundation
Cambridge Savings Bank

S H §E &

Cambridge Trust Company
Camille and John Musser
Capstone Communities
Carol Cross

Carolyn Greenberg

Charles and Diane Norris
Chris and Richard Hannon
Christine Gratto

Christine Korsgaard
Christine McElroy

Claire Laine

Claryce Evans

Claudia Davidoft and Joseph Kahan
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Claudia Goldin and Lawrence Katz
Claudine Weatherford

Clayton Cook

Colin Connolly

Creighton Eldridge

Crystal Leslie

Cushing Giesey and Janice Ellertsen
Cynthia Smith and Steve Imrich
Cynthia Wells

Daniel Wendel

David and Clare Leslie

David and Patricia Straus

David Dahlbacka

David Herder

David Lehman

Deborah Hoover and Malcolm McPherson
Deborah Kernochan

Deborah Lee

Deborah Morse

Devon Davidson

Diane Martin and Ron Moulton
Donna Kelly

Donna Treece

Dorianne Low

Dorothea Pappas

Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
Edgar and Sarah Ackerman
Eleanore Grochowska

Elisabeth Schainker

Elizabeth and Peter McCann
Elizabeth Coxe and David Forney
Ellen Harkavy

Ellen Semonoff

Elliot Kronstein and May S. Baldwin
Ellis Seidman and Jenny Netzer
Emily Somma

Eric and Sydney Fisher

Ester Schiano

Ethan Contini-Field

Fred and Maria Meyer

Freeman Deutsch

Gadi Reinhorn

Gale Halpern

George Hein and Emily Romney
Gerald and Nina Holton

Grant Emison

Grantham Mayo Van Otterloo & Co. LLC

Gretchen Adams and Robert Hayes
Helene Quinn

Hitesh Trivedi

Hull Fulweiler and Catherine Chute
Ilene Bunis

J.R. Price

Jacob Taylor and Jean Park
Jacqueline Olds

Jamie O'Connell and Corey Lindemann
Jan Walker

Jane Wiseman

Janet Burns

Janet Littell

Jason Arroyo

Jeanne Petropoulos

Jenine Turner-Trauring

Jennifer Fries

Jennifer Jackson

Jennifer Nigro

Jenny Dixon

Jerad Lewis

Dr. Jerald L. and Sara Reisman
Jeremy and Gail Pool

Jim and Joy Laine

Joel and Betsy Bard

Joel Goldberg

John and Joyce Penniston

John Schoon

Jonathan Bolton

Jonathan Lupfer and Susan Berseth
Judith and Stephen Leff

Judith Cotton

Judith Elstein

Julia Stearns and Umberto de Ros
Julie Shaw

Juliet Stone

Karen Stone

Karen Vaters and Tim O'Brien
Karma Paoletti

Kate Summey Frank

Katelyn Obrien

Katherine Salter and Lauren Holleran
Kathryn Deane

Kay Shelemay

Keene Metzger and Nancy Moorehead
Khaki Janusz

Laura Havstad
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Leo T Myles
Lily Owyang
Linda Brion-Meisels
Lisa Chanoff

Louise Keogh Weed and John Keogh

Lucille L. Wilhelm

Lucy and Dan Stroock
Lynne Reiss

Marcia and Daniel Halperin
Margaret Ann Ashley
Margaret McConnell
Margaret Studier

Marian Fox

Marie Epstein

Marie Lespinasse

Marie Stroud

Mark and Julie Schlack
Martha Osler

Mary Connolly

Mary Jean Farrington

Mary Ziegler and Don Baltus
Matthew Blackwell
Meghan Shaw

Melissa Gonzalez

Meredith and Eugene Thompson
Mia Gore

Michael Meltsner

Michele Martinez

Michelle Morphew

Mimi and Paul Ezust

Mini Jaikumar

Nan Stalnaker

Nancy Price

Neal Carney and Lynn Evans
Nina Farouk

Oxana Shevel

Pamela Ralston

Patricia Whelan

Paul Blackborow and Jessica Daniels

PCA
Peggy Kutcher
Peter and Mary Jeanne Tufano

Peter Kelsey and Ginger Ryan
Peter Kirby

Peter Meyersohn and Annette Needle

Rachael Cobb

Ramsey McCluskey Family Foundation

Rebecca Ramsay

Richard Goldstein

Rick Shea

Roberta Rosenberg

Roberto Tallarita

Rockland Trust Charitable
Rosemary Wilson

Russell and Linde Gee
Ruth Goodman

Samuel Myers and Kelsey Wirth
Scott Frank

Sharon McBride

Sherry and Jim Leffert
Steve and Judy Leff

Susan Fleischmann

Susan Glassman

Susan Keane

Susan Murray

Susan Redlich

Susan Rice

Susan Sklan

Taylor Mortell

Ted Live and Barbara Allen
Tenaye Belew

Terry DeLancey

The City of Cambridge
Tina Lieu

Tom Abrams and Amy Baron
Tom and Jill Delbanco
Travis Reik

Valerie Bradley and Lewis Sargentich
Vera Hoffman

Wendy Prellwitz

Wendy Stone

Whole Foods

Zuzana Nagy

Support Our Organization

Donations provide valuable funds to support
our community programs and services. Tax-
deductible donations can be sent to: Agassiz
Baldwin Community, 20 Sacramento St.,

Cambridge, MA 02138 or made online
at: http://bity.ly/donate-to-ABC.



She Whirtler yarid/ Nlay 2025

STAFFING UPDATES

At the end of May,
we said a bittersweet |
goodbye to 1st-2nd
Grade Site Director
Jamie McCann. He

has been part of our

programs since he
attended them as a child, and is leaving us to head
back to school in a pediatric physician’s assistance
program!

We are excited
to official-

ly announce
that Evan
Caldwell has
taken over as
1st-2nd Grade
Site Director.
Evan has been

a teacher in our kindergarten program since

2020 and has always led with so much care and
enthusiasm. Evan graduated from Bennington
College where he studied community engagement
through the arts with an emphasis on accessibility
in theater. He is passionate about cooking, music,
plants, dogs, and the power of silliness and kind-
ness as educational tools.

Children’s programs also has a new 3rd-5th Grade
Site Director, Liana Chow, who will be starting
on Tuesday, June 20th.

We have hired an interim
Registration Coordinator,
Sadun Yapa. Sadun is orig-
inally from Sri Lanka and
grew up in Italy. He grad-
uated in business adminis-
tration and management.
Sadun has always had a
passion to work in the
educational services sector.
From a very young age,

he has tried to help others

oL

through various volunteer activities that take care
of helping children with their homework. In his
previous position, he worked at Hult International
Business School as a learning assistant, where he
ensured all students felt connected and part of
one learning community. In his spare time, Sadun
loves to travel, learn new languages, and get to
know different cultures by exploring museums and
various historical and archaeological sites.

We have other exciting staffing news to share

soon, as well as the official announcement of
our organization’s new name. Stay tuned!

City Wide

RISE UP CAMBRIDGE
Reprinted from Cambridgema.gov

Rise Up Cambridge is a $22
million commitment from
the City of Cambridge to
provide assistance to fam- -
ilies with kids using funds gnM““m

received by the City from

the federal American Rescue Plan Act. It provides
direct cash to low-income Cambridge households

with children at or under 21 years of age, earning
at or below 250% of the Federal Poverty Level.
Rise

Up Cambridge will enable these households to
receive $500 per month for 18 months.

This program is being run in partnership with the
Office of Mayor Siddiqui, Cambridge Economic
Opportunity Committee, and the Cambridge

Community Foundation.

For more information or questions, contact:
The Rise Up Support Team

(617) 812-5124
support@riseupcambridge.aidkit.org

Read the full description at:
https://www.cambridgema.gov/riseup



Community Calendar
June/July 2023

Monday, June 19th ABC offices and children's programs closed in observance
of Juneteenth

Thursday, June 22nd Last day of 2022-23 school year

Monday, July 3rd First day of Outback 2023

Tuesday, July 4th ABC offices and children's programs closed in observance
of Independence Day

The Whistler is published monthly September-June by the Agassiz Baldwin Community, distribution 600 in 2022. Call
(617) 349-6287 to receive by email or mail. The newsletter is available online at www.agassiz.org. Items of interest to the
neighborhood should be submitted for consideration no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication date. Editorial

team: Phoebe Sinclair, Community Liaison & Editor; Jessica Leach, Scribe; Ashley Yee, Guest Writer. ABC is located on
the traditional homelands of the Massachusett people, and their close neighbors and relatives, the Nipmuc and Wampanoag.
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