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Introducing New City Councilor Joan
Pickett

Joan Pickett joined Baldwin Neighborhood
Council for its April 9th meeting to introduce
herself and to get more familiar with the neigh-
borhood.

“I want to understand what your issues are,” she
said. “I know the power of neighborhoods to

bring issues to the forefront.”

Councilor Pickett explained that she is a first
time City Council member, who was previously
involved in different community groups such as
the Mid-Cambridge Neighborhood Association
and President of Cambridge Streets for All

Q&A
Q: “Do you know what contact the Mass. Ave.

Planning Study group has had with Harvard
University? I don’t have confidence that
Harvard is being involved in this process
and would like the issue raised to the City
Council.” - Ruth Goodman

: “I'will talk to Tom Lucey and will ask directly

how involved Harvard has been. I think the
MAPS redesign of the street is interesting.
The sidewalks are not included, just every-
thing from the street to the median. I think
the redesign of the street should include
sidewalks, as some are quite wide. If they had
taken some of the sidewalk back, there might
be a way to preserve some parking for busi-
nesses.”

Q: “Ilive right next to 5 and 7 Sacramento

Street. 5 Sacramento is being renovated by
Harvard and 7 is a parking lot that used to be
a gravel lot with some trees, before Harvard
asphalted it without neighborhood consulta-
tion. That has negative effects on the environ-
ment, and it floods every time it rains hard.
The issue is that Harvard and other institu-
tions do not always consult the neighborhood
before making major changes.” - Skip Shiel

: “When I'm talking to Tom, I'll ask him and

see what he has to say. From my experience,
we used to get Tom to come to some of our
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meetings so we could share what we are up
to. I don’t know if there’s been outreach on
your end to have them be more involved, but
it’s worth trying to engage them as well as
Lesley.”

Q: T also heard about HRI setting its eyes on
28 Wendell. Would it not be considered a
variance if they are combining the lots such
that they would not have to engage abutters?”

A: “T'don’t know the answer to that but I will
find out. Even though we are now living
under different rules, they are still required to
hold meetings. My suggestion is to get orga-
nized, understand top priorities for your
neighborhood, and stand firm for whatever
they are. If open space is important to your
neighborhood, for instance, you may want to
organize around that. I understand that HRI
is quite community oriented.”

Introducing Activist Afternoons

Lili Allen runs Activist Afternoons, a twice
monthly event dedicated to civic engagement
during which anyone can volunteer and choose
from a range of political causes. Ms. Allen joined
the April 9th BNC meeting to introduce Activist
Afternoons and answer any questions about the
event.

“It’s a one stop shop for folks interested in doing
some kind of political action,” she said.

Activist Afternoons take place on the first and
third Sundays of the month from 4:00 to 6:00 PM
at St. James Church, 1991 Mass. Ave. If inter-
ested, volunteers can either sign up in advance or
drop in. Ms. Allen said they usually have between
50 to 70 participants each time.

“If you're at all inclined in wanting to be involved
in something, we invite you to come and join us,”

she said.

The cause options range from local to national,
such as working with Progressive Mass on
housing and environmental policy, making phone
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calls on behalf of “All In for NC,” and helping a
postcard campaign for voters in Pennsylvania.

Q&A

Q: “How did you get involved? What is the
structure of how you organize?” - Phoebe
Sinclair

A: “I went on a bicycle trip and thought about
what I wanted to do in my retirement. I
decided I wanted to have a positive impact,
so I talked with the founder of Activist
Afternoons and decided it would be amazing
to relaunch this. We revitalized the web-
site, and now use the volunteer platform
“Mobilize” to sign
people up for one or multiple shifts. You can
stay in the space as long as you want; there’s
not a lot of structure to the space itself. It’s
more like a big, happy coworking space.”

Q: “What's the process for initiating a topic?
What is the criteria of who can be allowed
in?” - Skip Shiel

A: “Anybody can be allowed in. It’s intentionally
a nonpartisan group. If you have an idea of
something you'd like to offer, I'd love to speak
with you.”

Learn more by visiting activistafternoons.org

Feast & Fettle

A representative from Feast and Fettle, a meal
delivery service started in Rhode Island in 2016,
joined the April 9th BNC meeting to introduce
the business and answer questions. At the time
of the April meeting, Feast & Fettle was getting
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ready to open their third retail location at 1699
Massachusetts Avenue. However, that store is
now closed as of June 2024. Feast and Fettle still
offers its meal delivery service, which you can
learn more about by visiting:
www.feastandfettle.com

Q&A

Q: "Where are your foods prepared and how does
the delivery service work?"

A: "We have a large commissary kitchen in East
Providence, Rhode Island. Everything is
prepared the night before and hand delivered
to your door. It comes in insulated bags, and
you choose which day you’d like your delivery.
We do daily deliveries of food so everything

is fresh."

Q: "What are the price points for meals?"

A: We have mostly couples portions, and prices
range from $8-$22. People will typically buy
for the week. You don’t have to be a member
to buy anything from the store. [Editor's note:
the Cambridge store is now closed. A Feast &
Fettle Fridge remains in Pawtucket, RI.]

Q: Why open brick and mortar stores?

A: We really only existed in ecommerce, which
made it inaccessible and more expensive.
The stores offer a more convenient way to
shop and, behaviorally, there is a different
consumer that comes into the store. Some
people plan meals for the week, others want
to decide when they’re leaving work at 6 PM.
The stores also give us a physical presence for
brand awareness.

NOTES FROM THE MAY 14 ANNUAL
MEETING

2024 Board of Directors

At the May 14th Annual Meeting, the
Neighborhood Council voted unanimously
to approve the slate for the 2024-25 Board
of Directors.
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Officers for a One-Year Term

*  Andrea Walsh, Chair, Eustis St.

*  Hull Fulweiler, Clerk, Howland St.

*  Gao-Wen Shao, Treasurer, Fayette St.

Directors for a Two-Year Term
*  Chunying Yue, Mt. Auburn St.
*  Brinda Kirpalani, Crescent St.

Thank you to this year’s Nominating Committee:
Terry DeLancey, Sue Kriegsman, and Lawrence
Neeley.

Join Our Board of Directors

If you feel a connection to the mission of
MLBCC and are looking for meaningful vol-
unteer work, consider joining our Board of
Directors! Interested candidates should email
a statement of interest and a resume to our
Co-Executive Director Phoebe Sinclair at
psinclair@agassiz.org.

Visit bit.ly/join-mlbcc-board for more informa-
tion.

MEETING

6 Sacramento Street

Derek Chen and family purchased 6 Sacramento
Street from Lesley University in January 2024.
He joined the June 11th BNC meeting to share
his plans for the building and introduce himself
to the neighborhood. He was accompanied by his
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attorney, Jim Rafferty, and architect,
Dan Anderson of Anderson Porter Design.

Mr. Chen shared that he is not a realtor by trade,
that his background is in economics and finance,
and he was initially interested in the property
and neighborhood because his family lives in

Cambridge.

“I really like the quality of housing in this area,”
he said.

Mr. Chen plans to convert the building, which
was previously student housing, back to its
original use as a multifamily home. This change
will require a variance approval from the Board
of Zoning Appeals, for which he will attend a
hearing on June 20th.

He said he wants to ensure the renovation
process is smooth and transparent, involving the
community along the way as much as possible.
When renovation is complete, Mr. Chen plans
to occupy one of the 7 planned units, and the
rest will be for-sale condominium units.

“I am pleased with Derek’s vision to turn this
back to something close to its original use,”
said the architect, Mr. Anderson.

Mr. Anderson shared sketches of the plans with
BNC, explaining that, with the building being
long and narrow, they looked to make the units as
comfortable and accommodating as possible. Most
units will have one to two bedrooms.

He also explained that they plan to make
minimal changes to the exterior, such as
refreshing and preserving the exterior walls,
installing a new roof, building window wells for
the basement, and adding a fourth parking spaces
in the back (two compact, two full-sized).

Q&A
Q: “What is the idea for green space?”
- Kate Frank
A: “It’s a struggle between parking and green
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space. Currently, there is no green space
other than the front and sides of the build-
ing. The rear is entirely paved. It was

more important to us to not contribute to
street-crowding. In order to get some fami-
ly-friendly and usable green space, we’d end
up with no parking.” - Mr. Anderson

Q: “Are there any units designated as afford-
able or are all units market rate?” - Ruth
Goodman

“They are all market rate.” - Mr. Rafferty

>

Q: “Did Lesley need a variance to house
students?” - Ruth Goodman

A: “I'm not sure what the history is. I think they
might have, but I shouldn’t speculate.”
- Mr. Rafferty

Q: “Have you been in touch with the abutters?”
- Phoebe Sinclair

A: “We have discussed with the neighbors, and
this communication will continue. Once the
contractor is on board, the mitigation would
be put in place. I have contact information
for abutters on the side and across the street.
The key is having someone on site and giving
neighbors a phone number they can call when
they have a problem.”

Q: “What is the schedule going forward?”
- Phoebe Sinclair

A: “We don’t have a specific timeline yet. The
actual start of construction will depend on
when the contract is signed. The BZA zoning
process will probably take a good portion of
the summer. Derek isn’t in a rush and wants
to do this right. The main phase of the
construction will probably start in early 2025.”
- Mr. Anderson

Harvard University Updates

Tom Lucey, Director of Government and
Community Relations at Harvard University,
attended the June 11th BNC meeting to share
updates about 5 Sacramento Street.

The building was once home to the Guidance
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Center then Riverside Community Care, and was
purchased by Harvard to convert to graduate
student housing.

M. Lucey shared that construction is complete
and the building will be ready for occupancy in
August. He noted that he is especially proud of
its significant sustainability achievements, such as
reducing water waste and carbon emissions, and
the utilization of existing construction materials
when available, or locally sourced and salvaged
materials.

Q&A

Q: “Are they separate apartments? How many?”
- Joel Bard

A: “They are all separate. One of the need gaps
we found was larger units for families, as more
of our graduate students are arriving with
families. 5 Sacramento has nine units.”

Q_: “Will there be any walkthroughs for the
community?” - Phoebe Sinclair

A: “I can probably put something together in
July. It would need to happen before people

move in.”

Q: “The law school building at the corner of
Everett and Mass. Ave. used to be accessible
to the public. Are there any plans to reopen

that or any other spaces to the public?”
- Phoebe Sinclair

A: “T was unaware that the building was closed.
I will look into it and find out.”
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MARIA L. BALDWIN COMMUNITY
CENTER AWARDED $75,000
CUMMINGS GRANT

We are thrilled to
announce that the
Maria L. Baldwin
Community Center
(MLBCC) is one
of 150 local non-
profits that will
share in $30 million
through Cummings
Foundation’s major

annual grants y
program. The T £
community center was selected from a total of
715 applicants in a highly competitive review
process. It will receive $75,000 over three years.

“On behalf of the MLBCC Board, we deeply
appreciate this recognition and support. The
Cummings grant enables our organization to
tulfill its mission more fully, as an afterschool,
arts education and summer camp program, to
address the complex needs of children and fam-
ilies by providing social work services, as well
as educational and recreational activities,” said

Andrea Walsh, Board Chair.

“The grant funding will help us lessen the impact
of poverty on the most vulnerable children and
families we serve through the support of a
permanent, full time social worker on staff —
Silvia Cote,” said Maria LapPage, Co-Executive
Director.

“Inclusive, holistic and empowering service

4

provision is at the heart of our community center,”
said Silvia Cote, Manager of Family Partnerships
and Advocacy. “We will be able to help even more
families navigate complex, intersecting challenges
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such as mental health crises, access to healthcare,
housing, employment, childcare, financial security
and basic needs, while supporting our teaching
staff to ensure that a consistent, high-quality
standard of care is met across all of our programs.”

“Formalizing this part of our organization is the
culmination of many years of doing this work on
an ad hoc basis,” added LaPage. “We have always
strived to build long-term, trusting, and
supportive relationships and meet the individual
needs of children and families in our community.
We have also encouraged our teaching team to
focus on their relationships with children and
support their social-emotional development and
well-being. We are now taking this work to the
next level with the addition of space, staff,
expertise, and structure, and know that it will
have a transformative organizational and
community-wide impact.”

Many of our participants share our excitement:

“This program helped connect me to resources
that secured me new housing, got my daughter
into camp, got me financial aid for child care, and
is now looking into therapy for me. You help me
with a lot of other things too and I know I can
come to you when I need it for any situation.”

From all of us at MLBCC, THANK YOU to
the Cummings Foundation for this generous
investment in our community! It truly marks
the beginning of an exciting new chapter for
our organization, and we look forward to the
transformational change that will take place
over the course of three years.

CAMBRIDGE HALF MARATHON

Are you a runner? Have you been thinking of
getting more active this summer? MLBCC is an
official nonprofit partner of the 2024 Cambridge
Half Marathon!

You can sign up to run the race on our

charity team and raise funds to support MLBCC

ROR+ -6-

at the same time! This year’s race is on Sunday,
November 4, 2024. All funds raised will support
our scholarship program, which supports over 150
low and middle income families with $280,000+
in essential childcare and a place to belong
through our programs every year.

To learn more and run with us, email Taylor
Mortell, Director of Development & Impact,

at tmortell@agassiz.org. Even if you have never
run a half marathon before, new runners can still
complete the race by following a beginner training

plan!

WELCOME LIVING WELL NETWORK
MANAGER RANDI FREUNDLICH

We are thrilled to
announce that Randi
Freundlich has joined
the team as our new
Living Well Network
Manager! Randi (she/
hers) is a photographer

and loves many other

art forms in addition.

She holds a BFA in photography from the School
of the Art Institute of Chicago, and a MSW from
Boston University.

She spent many years working as a social

worker in the parenting and family support world.
Themes that run through her own life have been
connecting with others for support, learning and
growth. She is thrilled to join the MLBCC team
and be able to promote connections and resources

for older adults through the Living Well Network.

Randi’s most beloved photography project has
been to photograph children from immigrant
families living in the Boston area. In her spare
time she loves to sing, dabble in fabric arts, take
walks and swim. She lives in Somerville and is
delighted she can actually walk to work! Randi
can be reached at rfreundlich@agassiz.org
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OUTBACK SUMMER PROGRAM

Still need summer plans? Outback Summer
Program has weeks with space available or with
very short waitlists! We especially have plenty of
openings for students entering kindergarten in the
fall. Outback activities vary and come from the
creativity of our incredible teaching team. Typical
days include ceramics, sports, performing arts,
and STEM, and we'll also have weekly visits to
Singing Beach in Manchster-by-the-Sea, and a
variety of on-site special events including a trav-
eling planetarium and Brazilian drumming with
Grooversity.

Find more information about Outback enrollment
by visiting agassiz.org/childrens-programs/out-
back-summer-program/

OUTBACK SUMMER PROGRAM

at Maria L. Baldwin Community Center
- % _

Learn more and register now:

E17-349-5287 x206 registratiocn@agassizorg
City Wid

CAMBRIDGE RESIDENT PARKING
PERMIT CONTEST
Prepared by the City of Cambrige

The Cambridge Traffic, Parking, and
Transportation Department (TP+T) is accepting
online submissions for the 2025 Resident Parking
Permit Photo Contest. Your photo or art could
be featured on thousands of vehicles throughout
Cambridge! Photographers and artists of all
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experience levels are invited to submit their
images using this online form by Wednesday,
July 31, 2024 at 11:59 PM.

Submit photos and artwork here:
bit.ly/cambridge-permit-2025

The City of Cambridge reserves the right to use
any photo/art submissions on its website, in any
city publications, and as a submission to third
parties, with credit to the photographer/artist.

Questions about Resident Parking Permits

or the photo contest may be directed to
tpt@cambridgema.gov or (617) 635-4700.

NEXT MASS. AVE. PLANNING STUDY
MEETING

Join the Cambridge Community Development
Department for the next community meet-

ing regarding the Mass. Ave. Planning Study.

The meeting will be held virtually on Zoom on
Thursday, July 25th from 6:00-8:00 PM. This will
be the final meeting focused on South of Porter
Square, and CDD plans to share an updated draft

framework.

To attend and share your feedback, RSVP by
visiting bit.ly/MAPS_SOPQO3.
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Join us on Zoom for the third meeting focused on
South of Porter Square for the Mass Ave Planning Study!

Community Meeting
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To RSVF, visit bitly/MAPS SOPO3
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Community Calendar
July 2024

Thursday, July 18th 8:00 PM Afterschool 2024-25 priority registration opens online
for afterschool families and siblings (must have been enrolled
through May 2024 ), current and incoming Baldwin School
students, and children of Baldwin School and MLBCC staff
will be eligible to enroll. For more information, visit

https://bit.ly/mlbcc-afterschool

Thursday, July 25th 8:00 PM Afterschool 2024-25 public registration opens online.

The Whistler is published monthly September-June by the Maria L. Baldwin Community Center, distribution 600 in 2022.
Call (617) 349-6287 to receive by email or mail. The newsletter is available online at www.agassiz.org. Items of interest
to the neighborhood should be submitted for consideration no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication date.

Editorial team: Phoebe Sinclair, Community Liaison & Editor; Jessica Leach, Scribe; Ashley Yee, Guest Writer. MLBCC
is located on the traditional homelands of the Massachusett people, and their close neighbors and relatives, the Nipmuc and

Wampanoag.
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